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PREFACE, 


(HOUGH the Character of Me, 
_ Shenflone is too well known, and his 
reputation as a Writer too ficmly eſtabliſhed, 
to require any further commendation, yet 
it may perhaps be expected that ſome apo- 
logy ſhould be made for this additional 
volume of his Works, containing Familiar 
Letters toſome of his-moſt intimate Friends, 


To thoſe who may think ſuch an apo- 
7 logy requiſite, it might be ſufficient to ſay, 
that the reception which the former 
volumes have met with, affords the 
ſtrongeſt reaſon to believe-that an addition 
to them would be very acceptable to the 
Public; and that the author's talent in 


7 * Writing appears not to have been 1 
a 2 inferior 
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inferior to that which dillngives his 
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Bur it may be objeRted, that, Oe 


. ever their merit may be, Letters, net in- 
: tended for the Public, ought not to be 
ö publiſhed, and that an act of this wor is 
# violation, of private lricadihip. 1 


i 4 
- T 7 
* 


r 
* 


1% | objedtion, it muſt be fie, 


f Pak with, it ſuch an air of delicacy, that 
; the perſons 1 here concerned are very. willing 
; 10 give it all due attention. At the ſamd 


time they cannot but obſerve, that it will 
not hold in all caſes, and therefore muſt 


unavoidably be ſubject to ſome limi- 
tations— that theſe limitations muſt vary, 
as the circumſtances of caſes happen to 


vary and that not to make proper allow- 
ances for; ſuch circumſtances is highly un- 


| reaſonable=injurioys to many who have 
| deſerved well of the Public by this very 
eonduct, and detrimental to the intereſts 


of 
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of Literature. It might perhaps | be diffi» 
cult, and is by no means neceſſary, to enu- 


merate theſe ſeveral Aena ed. It will 


JAS > 


where fi. r the reputation of the Writer, | 
nor that of any other perſon, is injured, 
there the, force. of the objection evidently 
ceaſes. And.it i is not only | believed, on the 
moſt mature deliberation, that this is 


the caſe in the preſent inſtance; but more 
over that there are pofitive good reaſons 
in its favour, reſpectin g as well the Writer's 
character in this | Species of compoſition, : as 
the latisfaction and entertainment of the 
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Tux cer ect which! bas: held 
ey given to Works of this nature 
might ſeem to make theſe obſervations 


unneceffary But it was not thought ſuf- 
ficient barely to ſhelter this publication 


under the ſanction of ſueh an authority; 
as it is well known that the wantonneſs of 
eurioſity has ſometimes encouraged deſigns 


a 3 5 by 


vi PREFACE. 
by no means juſtifiable : and it is es ; 
naaeknowiedged that the following Letters 
ard deficient in many ' particulars requiſite 
to excite that curiofity, being neither 
written on popular ſubjects, nor addreſſed 
10 perſons of rank and eminence in the 
world. 1 They will not fail however to 
afford an agreeable entertainment to ſuch 
as can reliſh” an animated diſplay of the 
various efforts of a ſine imagination for a 
length of years, Whether amuſing itſelf 
with rural embelliſhments, or occupied in 
other pleaſures of learned retirement, and 
a warm difintereſted friendſhip. Such are 
the ſubjects of the following Letters! and 
if any perſon ſhould ſtill retain a doubt 
concerning the propriety of perpetuating 
them in this manner, he ſhall be finally 
referred to the writer's own authority, who, 
in a letter dated October 2 3. A 7 hu thus 
4 an We fir 
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1 * Peehfes to yo 2 
4 mortified by Mr. W conduct 

« gard to thoſe Letters (meaning kis! own 
c letters to that gentlemar's 8 brother); *$ . - 
than they ſhould have been ſo 
«6 enn e deſtroyed, would have given 
more money than it is allowable for me 
« to mention with deeeney. I took upon 
« my Letters as ſore of my chef-d"aruures 5 
„and could I be ſuppoſed to have the 
« ſmalleſt pretenſions to propriety of Aye 
« of ſentiment, I ſhould imagine it muſt 
10 appear principally in my Letters to his 
* brother, and one or two more friends. 1 
* confider them as the records of 'a ffiend- 
e ſhip-that will be always deat to me, and 
as the hiſtory of my mind for ee 
aseg years pan, e 125 
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Warn, it is . How kidow bs 
valuable a collection of real eorreſpondence 
is to be met with, and how difficult it is 
to ſupply the want of it by a fictitious one, 


it cannot be doubted that the' Public will 
a 4 | de 
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ww. PREFACE. 
be pleaſed to ſee the loſs here complained 
of ſo well repaired, and to . be; furniſhed 
with ſuch genuine examples of the Author's 

ſtyle and ſentiments, together with an 
bas: 4 * of bis mind, for ente 
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To Cn 6 Th —— of als 5 
* on eee fubjoet: they were exer- 
ciſed, were ſo uncommon; and the fame of 


his little Ferme arnee, under the conduct of 


a taſte entirely original, was become fo 
conſiderable, that every ſpecimen of the 
one, and every anecdote relative to the 
improvement of the other, ſeemed too 
intereſting to be buried in oblivion: at 
leaſt, they were thought ſo by thoſe to 
whom the greater part of this Collection is | 
addrefled ;—perſons indeed confeſſedly par- 
tial to the Writer's talents, and intereſted _ | 
in his commendations ; but at the fame 
time perſons neither ſo regardleſs of their 
Friend $ reputation, nor their own, as to 


have 
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PRE TAC 
have hazarded either, without the ſtrongeſt 


perſuaſion. that their partiality had not 
impoſed upon their judgement; and that 
it was no indecent oſtentation in them, by 


this public act, to teſtify, that they | | 
eſteemed it not ol a peculiar felicity in 

their fortunes, but likewiſe ſome degree of 
credit, to have enjoyed the pleaſures of ſuch : 
,a friendſhip- af — ſo SOnRgeralns. A 

n of human life. t eee ee 
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I. To Mr. 3 with-a by * FRY Author' 8 
6: ede on Fn Sarner. yo 


„ Sir, "640 168. 5 / 85 5 N oo 2739: 


As my head is Saeed more confiled 
| than uſual, by reaſon of a bad cold, I 
| ſhall aim no higher in this letter than at bare 
recitative, reſerving all my airs for a ſeaſon 
when my mind is more in tune. Sach, 1 hope, 
will be the time which you ſer apart to attend 
the chief mufician, at Birmingham. I thoroughly 
deſign to lend an ear to his performance, on 
condition he will not refuſe one to a propoſal I 
intend to make, of having, one day or other, a 
en ee | 
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„ MR. SHENS TONE'S 


merry ſtrain at the Leaſows. But if you have 


any penchant to ſee the face of your humble 
ſervant-at-Birmingham, your moſt effeQtual way. 
will be to inform him when theſe ſolemn nup- 5 


tials betwixt Tweedle-dum and Tweedle-dee are 
to be conſummated. I will, certes, not be ab- 
ſent at the throwing of the ſtocking, any more 


than Parſon Evans in TREE would be. 


* abſence at the grace.” I have ſent a ſong, 


not that I-am fure I have not ſent it before; 


but that, if you can ſee any joke that it con- 


taineth, the fore · mentioned gentleman may be 


aſked to tranſlate it into muſic. When I uſe 
this expreſſion, you will, peradventure, look 
upon it as my opinion, that in muſical compo- 
ſitions, ſound ought as much to anſwer ſenſe as 
one language does another, inſomuch, that ſuch 
and ſuch thoughts ought to bring into our heads 
ſuch and ſuch ſounds, and vice verſa. But in caſe 
there is no ſenſe, and no thought, the more 


languages a ſentence is tranflated into, the more 


*tis expoſed. And in caſe it be the misfortune 


of my little piece to have neither, I beg 


that Mr. Marriett may not inform any bod 
what it ſignifies in muſic. As a farther proof of 


the confuſed ſtate of my intellects, you ſee, _ 


almoſt at the end of my letter, my thanks for 


the packet, &c. which ought to have been 


placed in the very front of it, in order to ex- 
preſs, 


1 E TT E A 8. 


| 1 in PIP degree, the ſenſe I 8 of your 
favours: I 1 to ſee you; wa 12 n Sir, 


* 


8 moſt obedient 4 


and faithful ſervant, : 


W. Sukxsroxz. 


'% 


8 OO N G. 


ce „When bright Ophelia wendy the green 
In all the pride of dreſs and mien; 
0 Averſe to freedom, mirth, and play, 


« The lofty rival of the day; 


« Methinks to my enchanted eye, - 


* lilies droop, the roſes die. 


ve But when, diſdaining art, the fair 
« Aſſumes a oh engaging air: 
Mild as the op'ning morn of May, 
** And as the feather'd warblers gay: 
The ſcene improves where'er ſhe goes, 
00 More N ſmile the pink and roſe. 


40 lovely maid! propitious fo : 
« Nor think thy Damon inſincere. 
* a 
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3 e Pity my wild deluſiveflame: 
8 \ 2M For tho” the flow'rs are till the ſame, 5785 
2 To me they languiſh, or improve. 
« And plainly tell me that I love.” | 
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H. To the ſame, in the Manner of PAM ELA. 


1 | 1739. 
i ELL! * o 1 fare me down in my 
11 | room, and was reading Pamela 
=_ one pe ds furniſh this book' with ſeveral pretty 

Ill +11 decorations, thought I to myſelf; and then I 
. began to deſign cuts for it, in particular places. 
"tr | For inſtance, one, where Pamela is forced to 
fall upon her knees in the arbor: a fecond, 
where ſhe is in bed, and Mrs. Jewkes holds one 
hand, and Mr. B. the other: a third, where 
Pamela fits ſewing in the ſummer-houſe, &c. 80 

I juſt ſketched them out, and ſent my little 
hints, ſuch as they were, to Mr. R-—n. As 
ſoon as I had ſealed my letter, in comes Mrs. 
Arnold *—<© Well, Mrs. Arnold, ſays I, this 

« 1 Jago never comes. hat can one do? Im 


2 His houſe- keeper, of * very repeat! mention is 
ones in the-courſe of this correſpondence, 
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* 8 aul as as a beetle for wanr of company. 
4 Sir, ſays ſhe, the hen? “ What makes you 
C gut of breath, ſays I, Mrs. Arnold, what's 
& the matter ?” «© Why, Sir, ſays ſhe, the hen 
that I ſet laſt · ſabbath · day · was · three · weeks 
has juſt hatched, and has brought all her eggs 
*'to good.” © That's brave indeed, fays 1.” 
% Ay, that it is, ſays ſhe, ſo be and't pleaſe 
G- d an how that they liven, there'll be a 
'* glorious parcel of em. Shall I bring em 
ic up for you to ſee?” ſays the. © No, thank ye, 
« Mrs. Arnold, ſays I ; but aren't ye in ſome ap- 
« prehenſions from the kite, Mrs. Arnold?“ 
e No, Sir, ſays ſne, I hope there's no danger; I 
„tales pretty good care of em.“ © I don't queſ- 
ce tion your care, ſays I; for you're ſeldom withour 
« a duck or a + chicken about you.” —© Poor 
pretty . ſays ſhe; look here, Maſter, 
te this has gotten a ſpeck of black upon her 
© tail, *—© Ay, I thought you wern't without 
© one about you, ſays II don't think, ſays I, 
\ © Mrs. Arnold, but your ſoul was deſign'd for 
« a hen, originally.” © Why, and if 1 had 
„ been a hen, ſays ſhe, I believe I ſhould have 
done as much for my chickens as yonder great 
e black-and-white hen does, tho* I fay't that 
„ ſhou'd not ſay't, ſays ſhe.” Aye, that you 
would, thought J. Well, but now when Mr. 


B 3 : : „Jago 
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« lago comes, have you got &'er a chicken ary 5 
1 ft to kill? © No, ſays ſhe, I doubt there 
« is ne'er-a-one.” © Well, ſays I, Mrs. Arnold, 


you and your chicken may go down; I am 


« going to write a letter.” So I ſat down, and 
[1 : wrote thus far: ſcrattle, ſcrattle, goes the 
= pen — why how now? ſays I — what's the 
. | matter with the pen? 80 I thought I would 
„ | make an end of my letter, becauſe my pen 
8 8 went ſcrattle, ſcrattle. Well, I warrant I ſhalb 


have little pleaſure when Mr. Jago comes ; for 

I neyer fixed my heart much upon any ching in 
my life, but ſome misfortune happened to ba- 
lance my pleaſure.—After all, thought I, it 
mult be ſome very ill accident that outweighs 
the pleaſure] Sal 8 in a ſceing him. 
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| | | | 1 CANNO T ory! thinginiege the firſt part of 
it your letter was mere raillery. I am ſure i 
{ * me à good deal of pleaſure (for I can bear 


yery 


EEE 


very well to hear my foibles' expoſed, though 
not my faults), and on that account muſt needs 
make grateful mention of it. I acknowledge 
the goodneſs of the letter which occaſioned it, 
and could not expect that ſuch an ill- formed 
application could have produced an anſwer fo 
very oratorical. In the firſt place, you lay 
open the ſubject, or indeed, what you call the 
offices in which I am pleaſed to employ you. 
In the next, you alledge your own inability to 
enter upon matters of ſuch great concernment. 
That this is rhetorical, nay, pure rhetoric, I ga- 
ther from the exordiums of all the declama- 
tions that I ever heard in my life. Tis, more- 
over, not uncommon with declaimers to give 
ſome reaſons why they ſhould not abſolutely 
decline the ſubject, though they are ſenſible of 
their inſufficiency (otherwiſe they might be ex- 
pected to ſit down, and hold their tongues). 
And this is what you have done, by ſaying that 
you are unwilling to diſſent from the world in 
regard to the ſubjects you are engaged in. 
That you, therefore, choſe to ſteer a middle 
courſe, by that means avoiding the imputation 
of preſumption on the one hand, and indiffer- 
ence on the other. When this is done, you 
enter gravely upon the ſubject, and, to give it a 
greater perſpicuity, divide it into two parts. 

. B 4 | The 


| 
I 
1 


— —— e — 


— = 
3 3 


— — — 
MR 


RS nh a IL — — i I 
PRES — * 
— — — - , 
— 7 N 
. ˙—¹VrꝛͤTͤ——[— :: - ⅛˙l ˙ CL een, 1 * 

P 

o 
* 


. — — . 
— — . — CO Gon mm 
— — 


— 
+ © is be a N ve" 7 
— - & * 1 = MI Lac: 
Wu 2 
- 


— — 


. . et emamees - = 


— — 


8 MB ener dns 


The firſt part happens to be concerning the 
6 purchaſe of an horſe.” On this occaſion, you 
inform me, that I am in a good country for 
horſes; and, ſecondly, that I have a number 
of acquaintance round about me, who are very 
well {killed in the nature of them. Now each 
of theſe. informations ſeems, at firſt fight, to 
mean no more than that I have better oppor- 
tunities of knowing than the perſon; who in- 
forms me, and, on this account, to err in point 
of ſuperfluity. But, upon ſecond thoughts, they 
hae his force (to ſpeak like a grammarian); 
namely, that I am entirely negligent of my own 
affairs ; and, ſecondly, that I care not whom I 
give trouble to, if I can but avoid it myſelf; 
Jo that the ſentences haye really a beauty, 
when one ſearches beneath their ſuperkicies. 
After you have ſaid this and more, which in- 
cludes all that can be ſaid upon the ſubjeQ, 
vou deſcend to the ſecond diviſion, in relation 
to which I am too grateful to be otherwiſe than 
| irons in my acknowledgments. 
| 1 AD not expatiated thus far * to ſhew, 
jp 2 I am not inſenſible of a ſneer ; nor ſhould 
I expatiate any farther but to prove, that I am 
equally ſenſible of a favour, 


. I pESIRE 


I pxsIKE yo would believe, chat 1 At 
aſſent to your critique. That ſome: of yous 
ſentiments were my own before I communicated 
the verſes ; and others, as ſoon as you bad fa- 
voured me with the diſcovery of them. That 
I. would, per preſentes, return my thanks for 
chem; which you might juſtly have claimed, 
whether I had approved them or not. One 
exception to this approbation my modeſty bids 
me mention, on account of your too great par- 
tiality in my favour. My gratitude you are en- 


title to without exception or limitation. 


4 


15 wil, 8 n N curioſity. to 
know, that Mr. G. has a copy of verſes in the 
_ laſt magazine, entitled, The little Cur.” There 
are ſeveral ſtrokes that are pictureſque and hu- 
mourous; I believe it was done in hatte. The 

motto is exquiſite, and much more properly ap- 
lied by Mr. G. than the Emperor Adrian, in 
my opinion, notwithſtanding all that Pope ſays. 
Tell me your judgement of Mr. L n's in 
the ſame paper. The epigram “ To one who 
** refuſed to walk 1 in the Park, * is a good 
ene. 
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merville at preſent, becauſe I hope to ſee you 
ſoon either at the Leaſows or at Birmingham. 
1 can't tell whether I ſhall have time to incloſe 
in this letter my ballad. If I do, conſider it 


own ſinging (in private I mean) as ever was a 


formation. Pray come over if you can, and try 


to the ſoundneſs of which I ſhall be more and 
more | | | 


e SHENSTONE'S | 


I navs wayed ſending the verſes on. Mr. So- 


only as ſome words that I chuſe to make uſe of 
to ſome notes of which I am more than ordi- 
narily fond d. It is as much deſigned for my 


bottle of cherry-brandy for an old woman's 
drinking. Now I think of it, I really believe 
that I every day approach nearer and nearer to 
the capacity, the way, the inſignificancy, of an 
old woman. Mrs. Arnold has certainly, by her 
charms, her incantations, and her converſations 
together, contributed a good deal to this tranſ- 


to reinſtate me in my right mind, in proportion 


Your friend and ſervant, 
W. 8. 


b The tune © Come and liſten to my ditty, &c. The 
words founded upon a true hiſtory of Queen Elizabeth, who, 
looking from a caſtle, wherein ſhe was a priſoner, and ſeeing 
a country milk-maid ſinging, expreſſed great envy at the 
girl's condition, and diſfatisfation with regard to her own. 
| IV. To 
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I. To fs ſame, from Town. 


Die Sir, ca | * 1739, 
RETURN you my thanks, DF" heartily, 


Cave; though I am aſhamed to own I neglected 
it ſo long, that, I fear, he will have no room 
for them this month. If you can extirpate falſe 


wit in a manner, you will do no ſmall ſervice to 


the true: you do no ſmall Honour to it, whether 
you extirpate the other or not. | 
You have heard of the motion; have ia, 

probably, all that I ean tell you of it. That it 
was ill-concerted ; that it has done the oppoſi- 
tion great diflervice ; that the King is now con- 
firmed in the opinion of Sir Robert's honeſty ; 
that the younger Mr. Pitt's ſpeech was the moſt 
admired on the oppoſite ſide, and Sir R—t's on 
the court fide ; that they did not leave the Houſe 
till five in the morning; that Sir R—r and P—y 
are ſo violent, that the Sp——-r is continually 
calling them to order ; finally, that the affair has 
occaſioned this print, which I addreſs to your eu- 
— 


L wt S 


for the poetical reſentment which you haye 
ſhewn againſt my cenſurers, the Riddle- maſters. 
I have ſent Mr. Somerville's verſes and yours to 


7 


© theſe things ſo ?” —“ Yes, they | are.” — 


find me degenerate from a gentle bard into a 


10 
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rioſity merely, though the lines upon the Biſhop: 
are humourous enough. — Now! mention curio- - 
ſity; do vou take notice of the many quaint 
contrivances made uſe of to catch peoples na- 
tural inquiſitiveneſs in the pamphlets, viz. * Are 


What then?“ — © The devil of a ſtory.” — 

« Hoy, boys. Up gowe.”—And a i 8 
others —Whar do you think muſt be my ex- 
"pence, who love to pry into every thing of this 
kind? Why, truly, one ſhilling. My company 
goes to George's Coffee-houſe, where, for that 
ſmall ſubſcription, I read all pamphlers under a 
three-ſhilling dimenſions ; and, indeed, any larger 
ones would not be fit for coffee-houſe peruſal. 
Lord Dudley lent me two ſermons, given 
him at the Houſe of Lords, which I read laſt 
night. In the firſt, there are agreat many deep 
animadverſions delivered in a ſtyle chat is to- 
lerable; in the other, there is as great a want 
of common 0 as there is plenty of com- 
mon obſervations. Have you ſeen the ſer- 
mons on the Martyrdom and on the Faſt-day ? 
If you read either, ſend for the firſt. You'll 
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ſnarling critic, if my poem does not pleaſe (you'll 
ſay Jam no very candid one at preſent) : but 
let its fare be what | it will, I ſhall lay no ſmall 
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ſtreſs upon the opinion of ſome that have ap- 
proved it. As it is at preſent in keeping, it diſ- | 
covers no uncommon impudence, and runs no 


very great riſque ; but who can anſwer for it, 
when it has the graceleſſneſs to come upon the 
town ? — Ora pro nobis, muſt ſoon be my motto. 


Its virtues and faults will there be incapable of 
addition or diminution, and the pious aſſiſtance 
of fffends muſt but I am no Roman Catholic. 
— The intrinſic merit of a book when it is 
printed, as well as the paſt life and converſation 
of a man that is departed, muſt damn, or give 
it immortality — I mean, to a certain degree. I 


ſeribble what comes SPS and deſire you 


would do the ſame, — 


Yours, 
e 


v. 1 o a Friend, ha Lond deſcribing his 
Temper, and Manner of Living there. | 

f | 5 3, R rl 3 5 | = 

V From Mr. Wintle's, Per- 

3 fumer, near Temple- 

Dear Sir, Bar, &c. 6th Feb. 1740. 

1 AM now with regard to the torun pretty 

much in the ſame ſtate in which I expect to 

be always with regard to the world ; ſometimes 


0 exclaiming 
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exclaiming and railing againſt it ; ſometimes gir- 
ing it a good word, and even admiring it. A 


ſun-ſhiny day, a tavern- ſupper after a play well 


acted, and now and then an invigorating breath 


of air in the Mall, never fail of producing A 
chearful eſſect. I don't. know whether I gave 
you any account of Quin's acting Falſtaff in my 
former letter : I really imagined that I ſaw you 


tittering on one fide me, ſhaking your ſides, and 
ſometimes ſcarce containing yourſelf. You'll 


pardoti the attitude in which I placed you, ſince 
it was what ſeemed natural at that circumſtance 
of time. — Comus I have once been at, for the 


fake of the ſongs, though I deteſt it in any light : 


but as a dramatic piece the taking of it ſeems a. 
prodigy ; yet indeed fuch-a-one, as was pretty to- 


lerably accounted for by a gentleman who fate 


by me in the boxes. This learned ſage, being 


aſked how he liked the play, made anſwer, 


« He could not tell — pretty well, he thought 
“ —or indeed as well as any other play — he 


, always took it, that people only came there 


«© to ſee and to be ſeen — for as for what 
ce was ſaid, he owned, he never underſtood any 
ny thing of the matter.” I told him, I thought 
a great many of its admirers were in his caſe, 
* mey would but own it. 


o 


-DRATT E858. 16 


On the other hand, it is amazing to conſider 
do what an univerſality of learning people make 
Af | pretenſions . here. . There's not a .drawer, a 
chair or hackney coach - man, but is politician, 
poet, and judge of: polite literature. Chimney- 
ſweepers damn the Convention, and black-ſhoe- 
tay cry up the genius of Shakeſpeare... « The 

« Danger of writing Verſe” is a very good 
wdling; if you have not read it, I would recom- 
mend it to. you as poetical. But now I talk of 


| 2 learning, I muſt not omit an interview which I 
= accidentally had the other night in company 


= with Lord D— and one Mr. C—. We were 
WF taken to ſup at a private houſe, where I found 
a perſon whom I had never ſeen before. The 
man behaved exceeding modeſtly and well ; till, 
growing a little merry over a bottle (and being 

a little countenanced by the ſubje& we were 
upon), he pulls out of his pocket about half a 
dozen ballads, and diſtributes them amongſt the 
company. I (not finding at firſt they were of 
his own compolition) read one over, and, finding 

it a dull piece of ſtuff, contented myſelf with 
obſerving, that it was exceedingly well printed. 
But to ſee the man's face on this occaſion would 
make you pity the circumſtance of an author as 


long as you live. His jollity ceaſed (as a flame 


Fould do, ſhould you pour water upon it) ; and, 
I be- 


16 MR. SHENSTON P'S 
believe, for about five minutes, he ſpoke hot 
a ſyllable,” At length, recovering himſelf, he 
began to talk about his country-ſeat, about 
Houghton-Hall, and ſoon after deſired a health, 
imagining (as I found afterwards) that Lord D— 
would have given Sir Robert's. But he did not, 
naming Sir TI L—: mine, which followed, 
was that of Mr. L—. Now, who do you think 
this ſhould be, but honeſt Ralph Freeman (at 
leaſt the writer of the poem ſo ſubſcribed), your 
father's old friend and intimate, Sir Robert's 
right-hand, a perſon that lives elegantly, drives 
ſix of the beſt horſes in town, and plays on St. 
John's organ: (you know Mr. L— is not only 
Sir Robert's greateſt enemy, but the Gazetteer's | 
proper antagoniſt). We were invited to ſee him 
very civilly, and indeed the man behaved with · the 
utmoſt good- humour, without arrogance, or any 
attempts at wit, which, probably, would not 
have been very ſucceſsful. _ Aſk your father 
what he would ſay to me, if I ſhould join in 
the cauſe with his old friend, and take a good 
annuity under Sir Robert, which, I believe, I 
might have; and little encouragement, God 
knows, have I met with on the other fide of the 
queſtion. I ſay, I believe I might have, becauſe 
I know a certain perſon gives penſions of three 
CTY * and the moſt illiterate, 
ſtupid 


of 


hens 


e 


| ſtupid fellows you can imagine, to talk i in his 


behalf at ale-houſes : when they fit ſo long a 
time, and are as regularly relieved as one centry 
relieves another. — At leaſt tell him that I ex- 
pect in his anſwer to my letter (which I ſhall 


not allow him to aſſign to you); he write ſome- 


thing to confirm me in my integrity, and to 
make me prefef him, and you, and honeſty, to 
lace, brocade, and the . of the ladies, 


1 


18 hey Veneri, & cunis, & plants Sandaapl * 
bur I hope to keep my Hercules in view, TY 
ther in print or manuſcript ; and though I am 


as fond of pleaſure as mot en yer I ſhall 
obſerve the rule, 


« Poſitam fic tangere nolie” 


I DESIRE I may hear from you next poſt: I 


have a line or two, which I intend for the ſons of 


utter darkneſs (as you call them) next magazine: 


I would ſend them to you, for your advice; but 
cannot readily find them. I like every thing in 


Mr. Somervile's, but the running of the laſt 
line. I think to inſert them. Should be glad 
to have a line or two of yours, that one may 

2 make 
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make a bold attack. I look on it as fun, with - 

out the leaſt emotion, I aſſure _ 8 = 
7 am, dear Sir 5 


Your faithful cridbling how bo 


W. SHENSTONE, 


VI. To the ſame at Bath, on his publiſhing his 
35 Poem of * * of HERCULES. | 


| - "= FromMe. Wintle „ 

My good friend! April. 30, 1740. 
HEARTILY thank you for the ſervice, 

your letter did me. And a conſiderable ſer- 

P vice, no doubt, it is, to raiſe the ſpirits of a 
| * ſo habitually diſpirited as I have been 
for ſome time. For this, and all former fa- 
vours, as the ſullen fellow ſays in Shakeſpeare, 
I thank you; I am not of many words, but 
«] thank you.” 


I BEG you would ceaſe to polen for your 
letters: In the firſt place, it wilt lay me under a 
necellity of doing fo; and, in the next place, 

PE | you 


= you may be aſſured, that no a letter of 
pours will ever be otherwiſe. than infinitely. ES 
3 n ro me | 5 45 


ISENT a jencend to. Mr. Marriett : at Paths to be 
left with you at your former place of reſidence j | 
Ws you will be fo kind as to give it to him. 
nir I wiſh for a large fortune, it is rather for 
the ſake of my friends than myſelf: or, to 
XT compromiſe the matter with thoſe moraliſts who 
argue for the univerſality of ſelf-intereſt, it is 
do gratify myſelf in the company, and inthe + 
= gratifications, of my friends. | 8 


Da. Ratclif has ſent me a a letter; which gives 
me much /atisfaction in reſpect of my poem; 
notwithſtandiug, he cannot forbear adding, that 
he expects to hear, ſince my pen has ſo well 
adorned the fable, that my conduct will, with equal 
propriety and elegance, illuſtrate the moral. 
However, the ſimple approbation of a /incere 
man affects one more, than Pliny's panegyric 
could do, from a more dur one. 


Taxkx are ſeveral errors of the preſs, which 
neither ſagacity nor vigilance itſelf, I now ſee, 


can prevent, and which I beg you to correct 
C 2 LS with 
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with your pen, in a copy which I muſt get you 
to preſent to C— L—, together with the in- 
cloſed letter. Pleaſe to be at the expence of 
having it ſtitched in purple paper, and pilt at 
1 edges; and I will re- pay you. N 
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I was loitering yeſterday in the coffee-room, 
1 when two perſons came in, well-dreſſed, and 
1 called for my poem; read a page or two, and 
bl | commended the four lines upon Mr. L— ex- 
tremely, (“ Lov'd by that prince, &c.”) re- 
peated them forty times, and, in the end, got 
them by heart, mentioned them to a third per- 
ſon, who ſaid he knew of no virtue that the 
prince was fired with, and then endeavoured 
ro mimic the prince's way of talking; but, 
ſays he, P/Iſhew the four beſt lines in the poem, 
and then proceeded to *Twas youth's perplex- 
e ing ſtage, &c.” which are flat enough, God 
knows but to my firſt heroes; one of them 

\ reads, „When great Alcides to a grove re- 
tir'd.“““ Ay, ay, you know Mr. L— did retire, 

he was in the ſeceſſion; read on; you'll find he 
mentions Delia anon. Don't you remember Mr. 


2 — r 
uns 


0 
110 L— wrote a ſong upon Delia? but proceed — 
104 you'll find be is going to give a deſcription of two 


ladies, of different characters, that were in love with 
Ar. L—, One was (here he named two names, 
which 
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bs BOB 7/8 B28. 7 at 
which I have forgot). Upon my word, it is fine : 
I believe it is Pope's ; but how comes Pope to 
praiſe himſelf there ? (6 Lov'd by that bard, 


ec gcc 2 — No 8 0 it was written by 


My critics proceeded to the reading of the 
laſt ſimile immediately, without the lines pre- 
ceding it, and, agreeing that it was a very good 
thing, called out for, «© The Oeconomy of 
« Love.“ So you ſee, © Laudant dla, ſed i/ta 
ce legunt, is the caſe. A perſon cannot be 
ſuppoſed vain from the approbation of ſuch 
critics, or elſe I would not have inſerted ſuch a 
commendatory paragraph. I never enquire how 
my poem takes, and am afraid to do ſo. How- 
ever, I find ſome do allow it to be Mallets I am 
impatient till I hear from yoy : I ſhall be here 
till this day fortnight ; afterwards at the Lea- 
ſows—I muſt add this, © Ne, ſtudio noſtri, 
&« þ2cces ;* but at the ſame time alſo 


wa” defer, 
cc Againſt your judgment, your moſ} faithful 
« friend.” 


W. 8. 
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Tn ESE pol te petitions 4 my tate of 


wind; it Is well for me n "_ n at W a 


VII. To Mr. Jaco, | an the Death of his Fry 


Dear Mr. Jago, | Leaſows, Aug. 28, 1749. 


1 FIND ſome difficulty j in writing to you on 
this melancholy occaſion. No one can be 
more unfit to attempt to leſſen your grief than 
myſelf, becauſe no one has a deeper ſenſe of 
che cauſe of your affliction. Though I would 
by no means be numbered by you amongſt the 
common' herd of your acquaintance, that tell 
you, they are ſorry, yet it were impertinent in 
me to mention a mere friend's concern to a per- 
ſon intereſted by ſo many more tender regards, 
Beſide, I ſhould be glad to alleviate your ſorrow, 
and ſuch ſort of condolence tends but little to 
promote that end. I do not chuſe to flatter 
you; neither could I, more eſpecially at this 
time; but though I could perhaps find enough 
to ſay to perſons of leſs ſenſe than you, I know 
of nothing but what your own reaſon muſt have 
ſuggeſted. Concern indeed may have ſuſpended 


the power of that faculty; and upon that pre- 


tence, 


tence, I have a few aides that I would ſuggeſt to 


vou. After all, it is time alone, that can and will ; 
cure all afflictions, but ſuch as are the conſe- 
Ws quence of vice; and yours, Iam ſure, proceeds 
1 from a er oridple:: 
I HEARD | hecidentally of this forrowful event, | 
and accompanied you to London with the ut- 
i moſt concern. I wiſhed it was in my power to | 
f mitigate your griefs by ſharing them, as I have 2 
4 often found it in yours to augment my pleaſures | — 
; by ſo — 
3 Pry that I can recommend to you is, not to 
== confine your eye to any ſingle event in life, but to 
== take in your whole circumftances before you re- 
dine. RE 
1 Wurx you reflect that you have loſt one of 
I the beſt of men in a father, you ought to com- 
fort yourſelf that you had ſuch a father; to whom 
3 Icannot forbear applying theſe lines from Milton: 
1 oh Since to part! 
1 « Go, heay "ly gueſt, ethereal meſſenger! 
= * Sent by whoſe ſovereign goodneſs we adore! 
| © Gentle to me e and affable has been 4 


C4 © ö 


24 MR, SHENSTONE'S 
Thy condeſcenſion, and ſhall be honour'd ever 
« ar e memory | 
105 a Book VIII, ren. lor. 
* wouLD baue you, by. all en. come 
over hither as ſoon as you can. I will endea- 
your to render the time you ſpend here as ſatis- 
factory as it is in my power; and I hope you 
will ever look ypon me as your hearty, friend, 
through, all the viciſſirudes of life. 


Pray r my humble ſervice to Mrs. Jago : 
and your brother. 85 


I am, vith the utmoſt affection, 
7, Pours ſincerely, | 


W. Sur Ns rox E. 


VIII. To Mr. REYNOLDS; 


— 


Dear Sir, 1885 Leaſows, 1740. 


Wonornrur were the dangers and 
i difficulties through which I went, the 
night I left you at Barels; which I looked upon 


as ordained * fate for the temporal puniſhment 
of 


. © 


| of obſtinacy. It was very kind, and in cha- 
racer, for you to endeavour to deter me from the 
ways of darkneſs ; but having a ſort of penchant 
for needleſs difficulties, I have an undoubted 
right to indulge myſelf in them, ſo long as I 
do not inſiſt upon any one's pity. It is true, theſe 
ought not to exceed a certain degree ; they 
ſhould be lenia tormenta; and I muſt own the 
labours I underwent that night, did not come 
within the bounds which my imagination had 
preſcribed. I cannot forbear mentioning one 
imminent danger. I rode along a conſiderable 
piece of water covered ſo cloſe with trees, that 
it was as probable I might have purſued 
the channel, which was dangerous, as my way 
out of it. Or, to put my caſe in a more poetical 
light, having by night intruded upon an amour 
betwixt a Wood-nymph and a River-god, I owed 
my eſcape to Forrune, who conveyed me from 
the vengeance which they might have taken. 
I put up finally at a little alehouſe about ten 
o'clock, and lay all night awake, counting the 
cords which ſupported me, which I could more 


{afely ſwear to than to either bed or blanket. For 
farther particulars, ſee my epiſtle to the Paſtor 
Fido of Lapworth.— Mr. Graves ſays, he ſhould 
be glad to ſhew you any civilities in his power, 
pon his own acquaintance; and will ſerye you 

as 


2s MR. SHENSTONE*'S 
as far as his vote goes, upon my recommenda- 
tion; but is afraid, without the concurrence of 
ſome more conſiderable friends, your chance will 
be but ſmall this year, &. If the former part of 
this news gives you any pleaſure, I aſſure you it 
gives me no leſs to communicate it ; and this plea- 
fure proceeds from a principle which would induce 
me to ſerve you myſelf, if it ſhould ever be in 
my power.—l ſaw Mr. Lyttelton laſt week: he 
is a candidate for the county of Warceſter, to- 
gether with Lord Deerhurſt ; I hope Mr. So- 
mervile will do him the honour to appear as his 
friend, which he muſt at leaſt think ſecond to 
| that of ens 


I HEAR you are commenced chaplain ſince 
I faw you. I wiſh you joy of it. The chap- 
lain's title is infinitely more agreeable than his 
office; and I hope the ſcarf, which is expreſſive 
of it, will be no dimunitive thing, no four- 
penny-halfpenny piece of A 3 but that 
it will | 


= High oer the neck its ruſtling folds diſplay, 
<« Diſdain all uſual bounds, extend its ſway, * 
« Uſurp the head, and puſh the wig away.” 


I HorE 


LETTERS oy 


F noPE it will prove ominous, that my ſirſt 
letter is a congratulatory one; and if I were to 
have opportunities of ſending all ſuch, it would 
entirely quadrate with the ſincere wiſhes of 


— TY * w = ow” [4 
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Your faithful humble ſervant, 


W. SHENSTONE« 


I xc my ohpiarhente to Mr. Somervile, Mrs. 
Knight, and your family. 
Leaſows, Aug. 1740. 


IX. To the ſame. 


From Mr. Wintle's, Per- | 

fumer, at the King's = .Y 

Arms, by Temple-Bar, | 

Sir, Fleet-Street, 1740. | 
AM heartily obliged to Mr. Somervile, that 
he will make uſe of any means to ſerve me; 
more eſpecially that he will take the trouble of 
conſulting which may be moſt effectual to that 
end; and I defire you would repreſent theſe 
ſentiments to him in the moſt expreſſive man- 
ner. | 
LEAVE, 


r 


* | MR, HENS TONE'S 


1 nave; ſince I arrived here (which was laſt 
Saturday night), heard Lowe ſing, and ſeen 
 Cibber act. The laureat ſpoke an epilogue 
made pon, and, I ſuppoſe, by himſelf, in which 
he does not only make-a bare confeſſion, but an 
oftentation. of all his follies ; 


Of ſuch, (ys he) whoce'er demand A bill of 


« fare 


6 7 May look i into my life—he'll find em theres” 


or ſome ſuch lines, I cannot accurately recollect 
them, I do not wonder he pleaſed extremely; 
but to a conſidering man there is ſomething 
ſtrangely diſagreeable, to hear a ſcandalous life 
recommended by one of his age, and as much 
ſatisfaction ſhewn in the review of it, as if it 
had been a perfect galaxy of virtues. An 
Athenian andience would have ſhewn their 
different ſentiments on this occaſion. But I am 
acting the part of Jeremy Collier, and indeed 


in ſome degree of an hypocrite, for I confeſs I 


was highly pleaſed with him myſelf. I hare 
nothing to add, but a fine cloſe, if I had it; as 


I have not, you muſt be content with the vulgar 
one, thatT am 


,, ora ſincerely, © 
W. SntnsroONE. 


X. To 
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; T. To the fame. 
Dear Sir, 


1 THANK you for the n of your laſt 

I letter, particularly your readineſs in tranſ- 

mitting to me any thing of Mr. Somervile's. It 

ſo fell out, that Mr. Outing delivered to me 
the verſes, and I had the pleaſure of reading 

them, about a moment before he gave me your 
epiſtle. | 


* 
U 


Tas town expected ſomething of importance, 
namely, a motion for a committee of enquiry 
into late meaſures, would be moved for to-day. 
If any thing of this nature has been carrying 
on, I will add an account of it before I cloſe my 
letter. In the mean time, it is, J believe, very 
credible, that Lord Orford has a continued influ- 
ence over the King; and that the Duke of Ar- 93 
gyle is ſufficiently diſguſted, to have rlked 8 
the reſignation of his poſts again... 
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. 

AN odd tory enough the following, $9 1 | 

believe true! Somebody that had juſt learnt | 

that Hor— W—'s gentleman's name was Jack- | 

ſon, writes a letter to Mr. Floyer, keeper of IF 
L the 


« you. —” © Sir, my name is Floyer. — 
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the Tower, intimating his maſter's deſire t6 * 
ſpeak with him. Floyer dreſſes the next morn 
ing, and waits upon H—e, comes into his 
room,—* Sir, ſays Horace, I really don't know 


33 


« Ay, by G- d, that may be; bur, by 


© -d, I don't know you for all that Sir, 


“ ſays he, I am keeper of the Tower — 

« Gd damn your blood, ſays H—e, produce 
c your warrant—damn you, produce your 2 
* rant; or, by G—d, III kick ye down ſtairs— 


FRIGHrED at theſe threats, the 8 re⸗ 
tired; and in his way home had leiſure to con- 
ſider the joke that was put upon him, and more 
particularly turned upon the perſon ro whom 


he was ſent. | 


Ir you direct 2 line to Mr. sbuckbug-, 
bookſeller, in Fleet. ſtreet it will arrive agrees 


able to 
Your humble ſervant, 


March, 


Tueſday Night. | - | W. SHENSTONE» 


Mr compliments to your patron. 


XI. To 


PER! 7 
„ 
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XI. 10 the ſame. | # a 


„ 1740 
Your laſt hn gave me a f Jeal of 
uneaſneſs, in regard ro Mr. Somentile 83 
indiſpoſition. I hope, if he is better, you will 
omit no opportunity of gratifying me with the 
news of it. I ſhall be glad to employ you and 
Mr. Jago in my little rivulet before winter 
comes, when one muſt bid adieu to rural beau- 
ties. Thoſe charming ſcenes, which the poets, 
in order to render them more compleat, have 
furniſhed with ladies, muſt be ſtript of all their 
ornaments. Thoſe incomparable nymphs, the 
Dryads and the Nereids, which have been my 
conſtant companions this ſhort ſummer, will 
vaniſh to more pleaſing climes; and I muſt be 
left to ſeek my afliſtance in real beauties, inſtead 
of imaginary ones. In ſhort, I am thinking ro 
live part of this winter. in Worceſter, or ſome 
other town. I was at a concert there, a very 
full one, lately. I obſerved Dr. Mackenzic 
talking to Mr. Lyttelton; and I hope, on that 
account, he is in his intereſt ; otherwiſe Mr. 
Somervile would do Mr. Lyttelton great ſervice. 


5 "= "=o 
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by engaging him. Mr. Lyttelton took occaſion 
to mention to me, the obligation he lay under 
| vile for his letter, as well as his 
other delgns in tis favour=that he had long 
received great pleaſure from that gentleman's 
pen, and wiſhed for the honour of his acquaint- 
ance. I told him, I believed the fatisfa&ion 
would be mutual, or to that purpoſe. He 
added, that the Chace was an ertremely beauti · 
ful poem, the beſt by far ever written on the 
ſubject. But now the fiddles ſqueaked, the harp- 
ſichordjingled, and the performers began io feel 
the divine enthuſiaſm. The god of muſic in» 
eee be che bull of of old-: 1 
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« Deus, ecce Deus! cui i talia ** 
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"& Et rabie Fera corda 1 rument, hene rider 
KI © Nec mortale ſonans.“ 
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0 x A Sit with Al due ; complinens to Mr. 
; Somervile, S | 


W. SHENSTONE. 
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Xl. To Mer. Jaco, Grid derte with C Ober- 
e eee, A 


Sir, - DET: 2: LEE 
V OV feeT am extremely” 

| ſwering your letter; the reaſon of which 
is a very powerful one, namely, the 'informa- 
tion which received laſt night, that it would be 
agreeable to you I ſhould do fo, Pleaſe, there 
fore, to ſet aſide the ſum of eighteen” pence, or 
thereabouts, for letters which you mill receive 
whilſt 1 am in London; and, to make it ſeem 


the leſs profuſely ſquandered, conſider it amongſt 


any other caſual expences which, 1 Jeu careleſsly 
ſubmit to, merely to gratify your curioſity. | 
I went the dies age” with 1 the £ 1 
pectations, to ſee © The Merry Wipes wg: Wind» 
« for” performed at Covent- Garen. Tri Is im- 
poſſible to expreſs how much every thing fell 
below my ideas. But I have, conſidered. ſince; 
and IT find, that my expectations were, real 7 
more unjuſt than their manner of acting. Per- 


fons, in order to ack Well, ſhould have ſome- 


thing of the author's fire, as well as a polite 
education. And what makes this che clearer to 
. 
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airs which ſome pe. 


me is, that you hear ten plays well read by 
2 in company, to one that you find 

1l performed upon the ſtage. Nothing can 
be mo jgnotiine or affected than the wee 


ople give themſelves at 

country play; becauſe, forſooth, they — 
ſeen plays in town. The truth is, the chief ad- 
vantage of plays in town lies entirely in the 
ſcenery. You; ſeldom | obſerve- a ſet of ſtrol· 


lers without one or two actors who are quite 
equal to their parts; and I really know. of no 


good one, at either of the two 5 Royal, 
except Cibber, who. rarely. acts, and. Mrs. 
Clive. Twill add one more, in compliance with 

my own taſte merely, and chat is. Mr. Neal, 
a fellow who, by Playing the Foal, | has gained my 
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ts 


antes the ples; we "halt 8 an entertaiumept; 


falſely ſo called! It was that of Orpheus and 


Furydice, the moſt un-muſical thing. Lever 
heard, and which laſted, I believe, three hours, 


with ſome intermixtures of KI ry 511 


„ > - 


a man of fee I not to o be lo; 3. be Se : 
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able a in the world * * +3 


1 WANT, arg a wh 1 1 vena come p 
for a. weck. I ſuppoſe you will not, ſo I Will 
not argue ſuperſluouſiy. However, write ſoon; 
and believe that your letters are the moſt 1812815 
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I. To the e,. 
Dear Sir, 1 CC: 8 er. 
A. I have no fort of library / in town, 1 
find ſeveral minutes upon my hands, for 
which, if 1 employ them in ſcribbling to my 
friends, they are but Nenderly obliged to me. 1 
Hope no friend of mine will ever be induced, 


by my example, to do any thing but avoid it; 


I believe no one breathing can ſay, with more 
truth, « Video meliora, & c.“ It is not from a 
ſpirit of Jealoufy that I would adviſe my ac- 
quaintance to ſeek happinefs i in the regular path 
of a fixed life. But, though I very highly ap- 
prove ir, and envy it, my particular turn of mind 

| WY: | would 
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2 little farigfled with it, as it ig like to 

be in a different one. Yet, however Lcomplain, 
1- muſt oyn, I have a good deal reconciled my- 
ſelf to ad airs, of rA 17 7 


Y "34 105 


8 Ws after all, to tell you ** 4 as 
not pleaſed with being adviſed to retire. I, was 
ſaying the other day to Mr. Outing, hat I hd 
been ambitions more than I was at preſent, and 
that I grew leſs ſo. every day. Upon this he 
chimed in with me, and approved my deſpon- 
dency; ſaying, that he alfo had been ambitious, 
« hut found it, Vould. not do. Po you think I 
liked him much for this ?—no—l wheeled about 
and ſaid, 1 did not think with him; 35 for . thquld 

« always f find myſelf whened by diſappointmengs, 5 
and more violent! in proportion to the i intricacy 
60 of the game.“ 8 ſpe nt.a night y with him and 
Mr. Meredith, and with him, and Mr. Dean: 
in che latter party he had laid bis hand 1 upon, 
his ſword. fix times, ad threatened. to put 4 dozen, 
men to death, one of which Wag Broug! ton. the, 

prize-fighter —Mr. Whiſtler” s. company. ſeldom, 
relieves, me on an evening ; and I go. to plays. 
but /e/dom, becauſe. I intend; no more. to give 
countenance 10 the end. haye Bot a. belt !!!, 
wich 
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LETTERS. 


which diſtinguiſhes me as much as a gurt. 
it captivares the eyes of all beholders, and 
binds their underſtanding in golden bandage 

; | I heard 2 pedant 'punning” upon the word 
arise; and'a wag Obey that 1 was re- 

lated to Beltiſhazzar. In ſhort N26 185 from * 
* E x of Nee, | | 


— 117 78 n N "x 


« No girdle, nor belt, & er excell' 1 
lt frightens the men in a N 4 
it No maiden'yet ever beheld it, 04. 
But with d hetſelf ned to me ane 
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Tus Duncal 5 doubtleſs Merc reges do- 
tage, 1 diet muna; flat in the Whole, and in- 
cluding, wich ſeveral toſerable lines, a number 
of weak, obſcyre, and even punning ones 
What is now read by the hol world, and the 

_ whole world's wife, is, Mr. Heryey's Letter to 
Sir T, Hanmer, Town my tafte is grarified in it, 
a8 well as rhat unhuckineſs, natural to every 
ane; though peaple fay (I think idly) he is 
mad. Per this long A I ſhall expect "4 

oon after you have received l. ; Allien I]. 


Div you ſee a poem, called * Wada N 
cc Miniature,“ written with ſpirit, but incorrect! 


The people that were carrying Lord Orford i in 
D 3 eff, 
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elligy, to beheatl Him on Tower Hill, came 
into che box where he was, accidentälly, ät 
— 05 . e e pt rp — e 
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*. To to — on his raking Orders in the 
"4 . eh ye. £ Harty: Ws 
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Dent ls 8 bh; 1 35 I, A1. 
1 WRITE to oa 0 out of the abundant incli- 


nation I have to hear from you, imagining. 
that, as you gave me a direction, you might 
poſſibly expect to receive a previous letter from 
me. I want to be informed of the impreſſions 
you receive from your new circumſtances. The 
chief averſion which ſome. people. have to or- 
ders is, what I. fancy you will remove in ſuch 
as you conyerſe with. I take it to be owing 
partly to dreſs, and partly to the avowed. pro- 
Fefſion of religion. A young clergyman, | that 
has diſtinguiſhed his genius by a compoſition or 
two of a polite nature, and is capable of 
drefling himſelf, and his religion, in a different 
manner from the generality of his profeſſion, 
that is, vithour formality, is certainly a gen- 

| teel 
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35 
_ reel character. * ſpeak: this. bot with. oy: l 
deſign to adviſe, but to intimate, that I think 
you very capable of ſhining in a dark- coloured 
coat, Vou muſt conſider me yet as a man of 
the world, and endeavouring to elicit that ple - 
ſure from gaiety, which my reaſon tells me I * 
ſhall never find. It is impoſſible to expreſs how 
ſtupid I have been ever ſince I came home, in- 
ſomuch that I cannot Write a common letter 
without ſix repetitions. This is the third time 
I have begun yours, and you fee what ſtuff it * 
is made up of. I muſt e' en haſten to matter of | 
fact, which is the comfortable reſource of dull 
people, though, even as to that, I have nothing 
to communicate. But I would be glad to know, 
whether you are under a neceſſity of reſiding 
on week · days; and, if not, why I may not 
expect you a day or two at the Leaſows very 
ſoon . Did you make any enquiry concerning 
the number of my poems ſold. at Oxford! ? or 
did you hear any thing concerning it that con- 
cerns me to hear ?—Will $— (for that is his 


true name) i is the exceſs of ſimplicity and. good- 8 
nature. He ſeems to have all the induſtry ima- 

ginable to divert and amuſe People, without 

any ambitious ends to ſerye, or almaſt any eon- 

cern whether he has ſo much as a laugh al- 

lowed to his ſtories, any Farther than as a lau Sh 
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is an indication ihat peo ple are 
joined wich his turn 1 thought, 
quite agreeable. Ii iſh it were in my power 
0 conciliate acquaintance with half — 
Pray do noudtfenitns do me. Adieu! 
hos all nn een Han 
- + 4" x - Woes boy" LE bt W. Aunnor dm 
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Was very; agrccably entertained by your 
| laſt letter, 8 indeed J am by every one of 
yours. It were aſſectation to except à para- 
graph or two on account of partiality, where, 
to ſay the, truth, the partiality itſelf pleaſes 
; one. This I am very poſitive: of, that to have 
2 friend of your temper and taſte will always 
give me pleaſure, whether I pleaſe the world 
or no but to pleaſe ever ſo much, without 


1 
i 


— 


| ſome ſuch, would, in all probability, 
f  Ggnify but little. | Lihall, therefore, value any 
| means that tend to confirm my opinion of your | 
il eſteem for me, preferably to any that ſhew me 
| 5 ; | I am 
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Lam merely deſerving of it. After all, though” 
a very limited number of friends may be fol 
cent, an idle perſon ſhould have u large ar- 
; and 1 believe'1 have the leaſt of 
any one that ever rambled about ſo much as L have 

done. I do not know how it is, but I abſolutely de- 
ſpair of ever being introduced into the world. It 
may be objected by ſome (but you will not object 
it), that I. may be acquainted with a ſufficient 
number of people that are my equals, if I will. 
They may be my .equals and ſuperiors, whom 
they mean, for aughr I « care; but their conver- 
ſation gives me no more pleaſure than the 
canking of a gooſe, or the quacking of. a duck, 
in affluent circumſtances. Rather 1% indeed of 

the two, becauſe the idea of the fat goole flat 
ters one's appetite; but che h eſs i is nei- 
ther fit to be heard nor eaten. I wiſh indeed 
to be ſbeion into good company but, if I can - 
at all diſtinguiſh che nature of may fiiclinations, 
ir is more in hopes of meeting with a refined 
converſation; than any hing elſe. I do nbt at 
all inſiſt that my genius is better® than that of 
5 my vociferous neighbours; if it is Hiferent, it 


zs à ſuffirient reaſon Wh Loud fee ſuch 


companions as ſtiir it; and whether they are 
found in high or low life; is little to the pur - 
"ON nah * . 
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nations of vanity. in all my endeavours 3-1 wilt 
not diſagree with you, provided you will allow. 
_ amuſement an equal ſhare in them. It is the 
vanity to be intimate with men of diſtinguiſned 
ſenſe, not of diſtinguiſhed fortune. And this is a 
vanity which you ſhould not diſapprove, becauſe it 
will bind me a ies coi to Lond 1 ann =p 


Tin been over at Skiflaall, and, in TE 
to make myſelf agreeable, rode a-hunting with 
Mr. Pitt. I confeſs I was ſome what diverted; 
and my horſe was ſo much an enthuſiaſt, as to be | 
very near running headlong into a deep water. 
I believe, if T were to turn ſportſman, 'T ſhould 
ſoon break my neck, for far the e huntſman 


ſhould deſpiſe me. i N15 18 >. bn a ern 


I witl Ca ce to heb you : at Bir- 
mingham; but beg you would write me a. long 
letter in the mean time; and contrive, if yon 
can, to make'it look like a packet, as Your laſt 
did, for the ſight thereof 1 is e com. 
fortable.” abba hs Ges 1 Ph n 
I A eee * 2, 


Tnobn action vill not ſuffer me to bs. 
lieve that your eyes are in the danger you re · 


preſent; yet, ſuppoſing them to be only very 


weak, I would recommend ſome muſical inſtruy 
| ment, 


7 $35 * 


* 


| ment, * is moſt agreeable. to you. I . * 
ten looked upon muſic as my dernier reſort, if 
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I ſhould, ever diſcard. the world, and turn eremite , 
entirely. Conſider what other amuſement can 
W an equal impreſſion in old __ 1 


14 4 $445.10 FE! w . C4 


þ have filled my, paper, oy a aden, | 


through the barrenneſs of my brain, and ſitua- 


tion: my heart ever flows with the moſt warm 
ſtreams of ee 7 alſection Tor: you. 
Aden.” Tr e ee n 


XVI. To a Friend, 4, peeling hicDiarifaion at 
_ the Manner of 2 in which he i is * engaged. | 


Dear Se, Mt 2 ns 1741. 


1 WON D ER Lhave n. not 3 > you. lately 
—of you indeed Thave, from Mr. W.. If 
you could come over, probably, I might go back 
with you for .a day or two; for my Porte 1 


think gets rather better, and may, with indul- 
gence, perform ſuch a journey. I want to ad- 
viſe with vou about ſeveral matters: — to have 
Jour opinion About 2 building that 1 have built, 
and 


un subAsTdA E- 


and about a journey which 1 delign to Bach; 
and about numberleſs things, which, as they are ; 
numberleſs, cannot de N gal in this 


paper. 1am r Pt nee 


1 3h #3 ti . 11ER . 87115 4 ; 1 


CO moſt affetionate friend, 
WY YES Y <I02Y F | 
HGS W. Sandor. | 
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Now 1a am come home from dete ser ae | 
uneaſiheſs ĩs ſufficient to introduce mywrhole train 
of melancholy conſiderations, and 10 * me | 
utterly diſfatisfied with the life I how lead 2 
the life which I foreſee ! mall fead. I am abbr; 
and envious, and de jected, and frantic, and diſ- 
regard all preſent things; juſt as becomes a mad- 

mai to do. I am infinity pleaſed (though it is 
a "gloomy joy) with the application of Dr. 
Swift's complaint, “that he is forced to die in a 
4 rage, like a poiſoned rat in 4 hole.” My foul - 
is no more ſuited to the figure 1 make, than a 
cable rope to a cambric needle :—1 cannot bear 
to ſee the advantages alienated, Which I think 1 
could deſerve and reliſh fo much more than 

thoſe that have them. Nothing can give me 


patience but the ſoothitg ſympathy of a friend, 


and that will ouly turn my rage into ſimple me- 
my 1 lancholy, 


— 


„ 
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6 rafter. have in my temper ſome rakiſhnefs, 


. E T 1A 8. ws. 


MG believe ſoon I ſhall "Mg 2 no- 
body. I de hate all hereabouts already, except 
one or two: I will haye my dinner brought up- 


on my table in my abſence, and the plates fetched 


away in my abſence: and nobody ſhall ſee me : 
for I can never bear to appear in the ſame ſtu- 
pid mediocrity for years together, and gain no 

d. As Mr. G— complained to me (and, 
F think, you too, both unjuſtly), I am no chk 


but it is checked by want of ſpirits: ſome foli- 
dity, but it is ſoftened by vanity : ſome eſteem 
of learning, but it is broke in upon . en mow? 
neſs, imagination; and want of memory, &. 


I could reckon up twenty things throughout my 


Whole circumſtances wherein I am thus tanta - 
lized. Your fancy will preſent them. Not that 
all I ſay here will ſignify do you: Tam only under 
a fit of  diſſarisfadtion, and to rumbli 
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| health, which 1 fancy greatly inferior to what it 


mind the many irkſome hours, the ſtu pid. Iden. 


dee I hope to ſee the Leaſows with an appe- 


rns rohge 
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Your muſt Bie n me {as to, cc oy ain ,of 
your laſt letter, three parts of which. is 
filled with mere apology : I thought we had; 
7 time agreed, for our mutual emolument,. 
to lay aſide ceremonies of this ſpecies; till I Was 
made Poet - laureat, and you Biſhop of Wincheſ-, 
ter. Why Biſhop of Wincheſter, for God's. 
ſake ?- Why —becauſe-he is Prelate of the 
Garter an order, in all kinds of ceremony ſo 
greatly abounding.— Here am I ſtill, triling 
away my time, my money, and, 1 think, my 


would be in the country. Truth is, I do mäke 
ift io vary my days a little here; and, calling to 


tity of which I have been ſo often fick of in the” 
country, I conclude that I am leſs unhappy than 
I ſhall find myſelf at home. However, next 


te—Walks in the park are now delightfully” 
| ob the company ſtays in the Mall till ten 
every night.—Mrs. Clive, Mrs. Woffington, Bar- a 
barinf, ho Mr. Garrick (happy man!) are gone 


Over 


* * * E R a5 31 in, 


over to Ireland, to at there for two months : 
Mr. Outing, the laſt time I faw him, told me 
how Dr. Mackenzie cured him of ever fighting 
with ſcrubs, &c. „ was juſt going, ſays he, 
« to kick a fellow down ſtairs, when the Doctor 
« cries out, Mr. Outing! hear our Scotch pro- 
«-yerb before you proceed any farther ;—He 
« that wreſtles wich a t—d, whether he get or 
« loſe the victory, is ſure to be Bra 'F had 
* great difficulty (continued he) to contain my⸗ 
« ſelf till he had finiſhed his ſtory, but T found 
« it ſo pat that it faved the fellow's neck.” T 
wiſh J could cure bim as eaſily of theſe Quixo- 
tical narrations.—1 know no ſoul in town that 
has any taſte, which occaſions me the ſpleen fre- 
quently. I remember W— and I were,obſery- 
ing, that? no creatures, though. ever ſo loathſome, 


(as toads, ſerpents, adders, &c.) would be half fo 
hated as ourſelves, if we were to give vent to our 
ſpleen, and cenſure, affections ſo bluntly as ſome: 
people do. I would not venture this hint, if 1 

did not believe you experience the ſame. For 
my part, people contradict me in things I have 
fudied, and am certain of; and I keep ſilence 
even from good words (bent mots), though it is 
pain and grief-to me. I muſt give up my know. 
ledge to pretence, or vent it with diffidence "to 
fools, or there is no peace. Theſs, theſe are 
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„MA. 8. Er dNE-SC 
Auliftable motives ta. wiſh for ſome: degree of 
fame ; chat blind people may not bully a may 
that bas his eyeſiglit into their opinion that 1 

een is red, &c · Deferonce from foola, is no 
idle ambition: I dare own a 80 4 
have this; and 1 will contend that I have no 
more haugbiy one. This ſubject I could expa· 
tiate upon with pleaſure; but I ſtop: 2 taſteleſs 
fellow has fpoiled my Mall-walk to-night, and 
occaſioned you e * wan "lt of 8 | 
an. 13 | 


i pe Fons men . 
” w. Saensrocr. 
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vm. To Mr. —— — from te Laos. 


Dear Ss; The Leafows, * 17th, er 
F a friend of yours who lived i in the arth 
art of China were to ſend you, a pinch. o 
40. vrapt up in a ſheet of writing: payer, 1 
congeive the ſnuff would improve in value as it 
traveled, and gratify your curioſity: TL by 

the time it reached your fingers ends. 
trye—yau will ay hy By that very 5 
4 deration 


* * * ＋ E 11 8. . 


dteratim Vas my inducement to write to you at 
this time; 0 and that fort of Progreflional value is 
what you "are. ro Place. upon my letter. For, be | 
aſſured, T am not ignorant how mach . .this my 
letter doth reſemble a pinch of, muff! in point of 
ſignificancy, and that both the one FF vs other 


are What you. may #3. yell 1 e My 
! is as follows. 40 J e. 
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Fo "muſt know, in n rainy "weathen, ] always | 


ſoothe my melancholy with the remembrance of 
diſtant friends only yon cannot eaſily conceive 
the high value I place upon their good qualities 
ar ſuch a time? ſo that at this very inſtant 1 
am inipatient to ſee you. To-morrow, if the 
ſun ſhines bright, I ſhall only 25 for your 
company as for a very great good; If you are 
oyed When vou leave Bath, I ſhould 

think, you might ſtay ſome time with me this 
ſummer. - , Refined-,ſenſe is what one is apt to 
value one's ſelf upon; but really, unleſs one has 
a refined ſoul or two to converſe with, it is an 
inconyenience. I have ruined my. happineſs by 
converſitig with you, and a few more friends: as 
Fan a. ſays to Hal, Company, witty com- 
© pany, has been : ruin of me!” Before 1 
kuew that pleaſure, L was As contented, as could be 
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50 MR. 8HENS T ONE'S 
in my ſolitude; and now, the abſence of enter- 
tainment is a poff tive pain to me. London has 
amuſed me a while with diverſions; but now they 


are paſt, and I have neither any one about me ; 
that has the leaſt delicateſſe, or that I can inſpire 
with the ambition of having any. W ] 


comes in a dirty /hirt, and an old coat, without 


= ſtock, to pay me a viſit. He pulled out a pair 


of ſciflars, and, giving them an intricate turn over 
his two thumbs, faid, that he could do that, and 
J could make a poem; ſome for one thing, ſome 
for another : 


« Hic nigri ſuccus loliginis, he eſt 
« ZXrugo mera. 


It was  ſplenetic weather 100. — The man is 
curſt who writes verſes, and lives in the 
country.—If his cele/tial part inſpires him to 
converſe with Juno, his terreftrial one neceſſi- 
tates him to ſtoop to his landlady ; ſo that he is 
in as diſagreeable a ſituation, as if one perſon 
were to pull him upwards by the head, and an- 


other downwards by the fail. Do you never 


find any thing of this I mean, that your 
pride and your ſocial qualities torture you with 


their different attractions? Indeed one would al- 
ways give way to the lait, but that few are 
' Familiarity-proof, few but whom it teaches to de- 
ſpiſe one. Albeit I am conſcious of the bad in- 
fluence 
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flaence of freedom myſelf; yet, whilſt i it tends to 
diſcover wit, humour, and ſenſe, it ey been 


me more and more 


Your moſt obedient friend and Sai, 


W. SHENSTONE«. 


XIX. To the ſame, with an Invitation to accom- 


pany him to Town. 


Dear Sir, I Leafows, Nov. 25, 1741. 


1 * HE reaſon why I write to you ſo ſuddenly 


is, that I have a propoſal to make to you. 


If you could contrive to be in London for about 


a month from the end of December, I imagine 
you would ſpend it agreeably enough along with 
me, Mr. Outing, and Mr. Whiſtler. According. 


to my calculations, we ſhould be a very happy 
party at a play, coffee-houſe, or tavern. Do 
not let your ſupercilious friends come in upon 
you with their prudential maxims. Conſider, 
you are now of the proper age for pleaſure, and 
have not above four or five whimſical years left. 
You have not ftruck one bold ſtroke yet, that I 
know of. Saddle your mule, and let us be jog- 


ging to the great city. I will be anſwerable for 


E22 amuſement. 
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amuſement.—Let me have the pleaſure of ſee - 
ing you in the pit, in a laughter as cordial and 
ſingular as your friendſhip. Come let us go 
forth into the opera- houſe; let us hear how the 
eunuch - folk ſing. Turn your eye upon the lilies 
and roſes, diamonds and rubies; the Belindas 
and the Sylvias of gay life! Think upon Mrs. 
Clive's inexpreſſible comicalneſs; not to men- 
tion Hippeſley's joke · abounding phyſiognomy! 
Think, I ſay, now; for the time cometh when 
you hall ſay, “ 1 have no pleaſure i in them,” —I 
am conſcious of much merit in bringing about 
the interview betwixt Mr. L— and Mr. 8—; 
but merit, as Sir John Falſtaff ſays, is not re- 


garded i in theſe coſter-monger days. 


Pray now do not write me word that your 
buſi ineſs will not allow you ten minutes in a fort- 


night to write to me; an excuſe fit for none but 
a cobler, who has ten children dependent. 
op N a Waxen thread. An" | 


W. 5. 
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XI. To the i on . of rde _ 
| | e . | 


Dear Sir, 1 1741. 
[| TRUST you do not pay double poſtage 
for my levity in incloſing theſe decorations. 
If I find you do, I will not ſend you the thatch'd- 
houſe and the birch-tree; with the ſun ſetting 
and gilding the ſcene. —I expect a cargo of 
franks; and then for the beautiful picture of 
Lady Gainſporough, and the deformed portrait 
of my old ſchool-dame, Sarah Lloyd! whoſe 
houſe is to be ſeen as thou travelleſt towards the 
native home of thy faithful ſervant.— But ſhe 
ſleeps with her fathers ; and is buried with her 
fathers; and Thomas her ſon reigneth in her 
ſtead !——I have the firſt ſheet to correct upon 
the table. I have laid aſide the thoughts of fame 
a good deal in this un-promifing ſcheme; and fix 
them upon the landſkip which is engraving, the 
red letter which 1 purpoſe, and the fruit-piece 
which you ſee, being the moſt ſeemly ornaments 
of the firſt ſixpenny pamphlet that was ever ſo 
highly honoured. I ſhall incur the ſame reflec- 
tion with Ogilby, of having OG good but 


my decorations. K - 
E3 T Have 
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+ 


I navs been walking in the Mall to-night — 
The Duke was there, and was highly delighted 
with two dogs; and ſtared at me more enor- 
mouſly than ever Duke did before. I do not 
know for what reaſon; unleſs for the ſame which 


made him admire the other puppy dogs, b. becauſe 


_ were large ones. 


x 


I EXPECT that in your neighbourhood, and 


in Warwickſhire, there ſhould be about twenty 


of my poems ſold. I print it myſelf. I am not 
yet ſatisfied about mottoes. That printed is this, 
O, qua ſol habitabiles illuſtrat oras, maxime 
ce principum!“ It muſt be ſhort, on account of 
the plate. I do not know but I may adhere to a 


/ 


of En erit ergo 
« Ue dies, mihi cum liceat tua dicere facta!ꝰ 


very inſignificant one: 


1 am pleaſed with Mynde's engravings; and I 
can ſpeak without affectation, that. is 
not equally in my thonghts.—One caution I gave 
Mr. W—, and it is what I would give to all my 


friends with whom I with my intimacy may con- 
tinue ſo much as I wiſh it may with you. Though 


J could bear the diſregard of the town, I could 
not bear to on wy friends alter- their opinion, 
wiych 
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which they ſay they have, of what I write, though 

millions contradict them. It is an obſtinacy 
which I can boaſt of, and they that have more 
ſenſe may ſurely inſiſt on the liberty of judging 
for themſelves. If you ſhould faulter, I ſhould 
ſay you did not deſerve your capacity to judge 
for yourſelf. Write ſoon — you never are at a 


faul. tantummodo incepto opus eſt, cætera 
* rep expedict.” Adieu! 


XXI To the ſame, from W on te Death 
of Mr. Somervile, & c. | 


My Ta friend, „ 1741. 
UR old friend Somervile is dead! I did 
not imagine I could have been ſo ſorry | 

as I find myſelf on this occaſion. ** Sublatum 

_ «© quzrrimus.* I can now excuſe all his foibles ; 
impute them to age, and to diſtreſs of circum- 
ſtances: the laſt of theſe conſiderations wrings 
my very ſoul to think on. For a man of high 
ſpirit, conſcious of having (ar leaſt in one pro- 
duction) generally pleaſed the world, to be 

plagued and threatened by wretches that are 
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low in every ſenſe; to be forced to drink hin- 


ſelf into pains of the body in order to get rid 


of the pains of the mind, is a miſery which I 
can well conceive, becauſe 1 may, without va- 
nity, eſteem myſelf his equal in point of oeco- 
nomy, and conſequently ought to have an eye 
on his misfortunes: (As you kindly hinted to me 


at twelve o clock at the Feathers) I ſhould re- 
trench ;—1 will; but you ſhall not ſee me :> 


I will not let you know that I took your hint in 
good part. I will do it at ſolitary times, as I 
may : and yet there will be ſome difficulty in 
it; for whatever the world might eſteem in 
poor Somervile, I really find, upon critical en- 
quiry, that 7 loved him for nothing ſo much ag 


— 


Mx. he was a acquitted: lad 
A—, who was preſent; and. behaved very inſo- 


lently they ſay, was hiſſed out of court. They 
proved his application to the carpenter's ſon, to 


get him to ſwear againſt Mr. A, though the 


boy was proved to have ſaid in ſeveral compa- 


nies (before he had been kept at Lord A—'s 
houſe) that he was ſure the thing was accidental. 


Finally, it is believed he will recover the title 
of A—ea, - I 


Tux 
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by the Aupidity of the keeper, engrofles the 
talk of the town, The faid houſe is rebuild- 


ing every day (for the mob on Sunday night 


demoliſhed it), and re-demoliſhed every night. 
The Duke of M—gh, J— S— his brother, 


Lord C— G—, were taken into the round- 
houſe, and confined from eleven at night till 
eleven next day: I am not politive of the Duke 
of M—gh ; the others are certain: and that 


a large number of people of the firſt faſhion 
went from the round-houſe to De Veil's, to give 
in informations of their uſage. The juſtice 
himſelf ſeems greatly ſcared ; the proſecution 
will be carried on with violence, ſo as probably 
to hang the keeper, and there is an end. 


2 


Loxp Bath's coachman got drunk and tum- 
bled from his box, and he was forced to borrow 


Lord Orford's. Wits ſay, that it was but gra- 


titude for my Lord Orford's coachman to drive my 
Lord Bath, as my Lord Bath him/eff had driven 
my Lord Orford. Thus they. 


I fave 


. 
* 
7 


| Taz apprehenſion of the whores, and 
the ſuffocation of four in the round-houſe, 
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I Maxx ten million things to tell you ; ; 1 
they all amount to no more than that I wiſh to 
yours you, and that I am 


Your fincere friend 


and humble ſervant. 


Y AM 1842 * I can n fay I oy Mr. 
# Someryile, which [am to thank you for. - 
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XXII. To Mr. Clans on Benevolence and | 
f „ 


| Wy The Leaſows, ; 

Dear Mr. Graves, Jan. 19, 1741-24 
1 CANNOT forbear immediately writing to 
you: the pleaſure your laſt letter gave me 
puts it out of my power to reſtrain the over- 
flowings of my benevolence. I can eaſily con- 
ceive that, upon ſome extraordinary inſtances of 
friendſhip, my heart might be / fort attendri, 
that I could- not bear any reſtraint upon my 
ability to ſhew my gratitude. It is an obſerva- 
dien I made upon reading to-day” s paper, which 
| contains 


5 
J 
a 
A 
he 


in favour: of the Queen of Hungary, To 


zealous General revenge her upon her , 
. reſtore mr ruined affairs! | 


ſign of my willingneſs to ſerve him.—From all 


know from this, that I have enjoyed happier | 1 


can poſſibly at preſent but alas! all the time 


contains an account of C. Khevenhuller's ſucceſs 


think what ſublime affetion muſt influence that 
poor - unfortunate Queen, ſhould a faithful and 


Mis a - thy ſhewn an 8 and affection 
for me, Joined with any elegance, or without 
any elegance in the expreſſion of it, I ſhould 
have been in acute pain till I had given ſome 


this, I conclude that I have more 3 18 
than ſome others. 
PROBABLY enough I ſhall never meet with a | 
larger ſhare of- happineſs than I feel at preſent. 
If not, I am thoroughly convinced, my pain is 
greatly ſuperior to my pleaſure. That pleaſure | 
is not abſolutely dependent on the mind, I | 


ſcenes in the company of ſome friends, than I 


you and I ſhall enjoy together, abſtracted from. 1 
the reſt of our lives, and lumped, will not per- 
haps amount to a your year and a half. How 
* a e NES 


PEOPLE 
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Jones will lay to one alu ** this; 
« * Would-you die?” To ſet the caſe upon a 
right footing, they muſt take away the hopes of 
greater happineſs in this life, the fears of 
greater 'miſery hereafter, together with the 
bodily pain of dying, and addreſs me in a diſ- 


poſition betwixt mirth and melancholy ; and I 


could ally reſolve them. 


I yo not know hand I am launched out ſo far 
into this complaint: it is, perhaps, a ſtrain of 
conſtitutional whining ; the effe& of the wind— 


did it come from the winds ? to the winds will [ 


deliver it : 


o 


* Tradam protervis in mare Creticum, | 
« Portare ventis—” 


I wiLL be as happy as my fortune will per- 
mit, and make others ſo : 


Pone me pigris ubi nulla Nr | 
ec . zſtiva recreatur aura.” 


I wilL be ſo. The joke i is, that the deſcrip- 
tion. which you gave of that country was, that 
you had few trees about you; ſo that 1 ſhould 
rick ne if ſhe ſhould grant my petition 

| implicitly, 
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ſtay a day or two with you next ſummer. 


at the Mitre and Crown, in Fleet-ſtreet, and 
enquired much after you in his laſt letter to me. 
He writes to me; but I believe his affection for 
one weighs leſs wich him, while the town is in 
the other fcale. Though he is very obliging. 
I do not know whether I do right, when I ſay 
I believe we three, that is, in ſolitary circum- 
ſtances, have an equal idea of, and affection for, 
each other. I ſay, ſuppoſing each to be alone, 


or in the country, which is nearly the ſame ; 


for ſcenes alter minds as much as the air influ- 


ences bodies. For inſtance,, when Mr. Whiſtler 


is in town, I ſappoſe we love him better than 


he does us; and when we are in town, I fuppoſe 


W 


The true burleſque of Spetiſer (bose cha · 
racteriſtie is ſimplicity) ſeems to eonſiſt in a finple 


repreſentation of ſuch things as one laughs ro 
fee or to obſerve one's ſelf, rather than in any 
monſtrous contraſt betwixt the thoughts and 


words. I cannot help thinking that my added 


ſtanzas have more of his manner than what oy 
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:mplicity. But in earneſt, I intend to come and 


Mx. Whiſtler is at Mr. Golling' 87 bookſcller, 
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ſaw before, which you are not a VASE of, nl 
you have read him. REY , 


62 


XXII. To the FP, with RS Obſerrations 
on SrENSER. 


1 


Dear Sir, the Day before : Chriſtmas, 


\HOUGH your laſt letter ſeemed to put 
my correſpondence upon an oſtentatious 
footing, namely, an inclination to be witty, yet 
I aſſure you it was not any punctilious conſide- 
ration of that kind that has kept me ſo long 


ſilent. Indeed with ſome people one would ſtand 
upon the niceſt punctilios; for though ceremony 


be altogether. lighter than vanity- itſelf, yet it 


ſurely weighs as much as the {acquaintance of 


the undeſerving.. But this is trifling, becauſe 


it can have no reference to a perſon for whom 


I have the e affection. 


Ix regard to my Oxford | affairs, you did all 
I could expeR. I bave wrote ſince to Mr. M—, 
who, 


ron” frond 
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who, either for your ſake or mine, will, 1 dare 
ſay, ſettle them to my ſatisfaction. EE 


I w1isx your journey and 0 would have 
permitted you to have been a little more par- 
ticular concerning the ſeat of the Muſes; but 
ſuppoſe nothing material diſtinguiſhed your 
foreman 


Ms. Whiſtler His tr at t Whitchurch ; 


but purpoſed, when Llaſt heard from him, to go 


to London before this time. I do not entirely 


underſtand his ſchemes, but ſhould have been 


ſincerely glad of his company with me this win. 
ter; and, he ſays, he is not fond of London.— 
For my part, I deſigned to go thither the next 


month, but the fever (which is chiefly violent 


in Ng diſcourages me. 


SOME time ago, I read W vFairyQueenz and, 


when I had finiſhed, thought it a proper time to 


make ſome additions and corrections in my trifling 
imitation of him, the School -miſtreſs. His ſub- 


ject is certainly bad, and his action inexpreſſibly 
confuſed; but there are ſome particulars in him 
that charm one. Thoſe which afford the greats 
eſt {ſcope for a ludicrous imitation are, his ſimpli- 


city and obſolete phraſe; and yet theſe are what 


give 


2 Q 
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give one a very ſingular pleaſure in the perufal. 
The burleſque which they occafion-is of quite a 
different kind to that of Philips's Shilling, Cot- 
ton's Traveſtie, Hudibras, or Swift's works 3 
but I need not tell you this. I incloſe a copy, 
for your amuſement and opinion; which, if 
franks are plentiful, you may return, and ſave 
me the tediour trouble of writing it over again: 
The other paper was, bona fide, written to divert 
my thoughts, from-pain,: for the ſame reaſon that 
I ſmoaked; actions equally . 


Mn. Somervile's poem _ havkiee; ha, 

&c Field. Sports, I ſuppoſe, is out by this time. 
It was ſent to Mr. Lyttelton, to be read to the 
Prince, to whom i it was inſeribed. ther he is is 
fond of e, 


% 


% 


I HAVE often thought thoſe to be the molt 
_ enviable people \ whom one Jeaſt envies—T be- 
lieve, married men are the happieſt that are; 
but I cannot fay I envy them, becauſe they loſe 
all their n merit in the eyes of other ladies. 


1 BEG ſincerely That you wouldw write in a week's 
time at futtheſt, that I may receive your letter 


bere, fl Ton; go from home this winter. 
Iwill 


ALD" T TO BIR $f i 89 


| I will never uſe any thing by way 1 concluſion, 5 
but your old n 


CY 


Farewel | ' 


\ n 
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XXIV. To the ſame, with a Continuation of the 
- ſame Subject. 


Dear Mr. Graves une, 42. 
1 AM glad the ſtay you make in Herefordſhire 
- amuſes you, even though it puts you upon 
preferring the place you reſide at to my own 
place of reſidence. I do not know whether it be 
from the prejudice of being born at the Lea- 
ſows, or from any real beauty in the ſituation; 
but I would wiſh no other, would ſome one, by 
an addition of two hundred pounds a year, put 
it in my power to exhibit my own defigns. Ir 
is what I can now do in no other method than on 
paper. I live in ſuch an un-ceconomical man- 
ner, that I mult not indulge myſelf in the plan- 
ration of a tree for the future. I have glutted 
myſelf with the extremity of ſolitude, and muſt 
F adapt 
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adapt my expences more to ſociable life. It is 
on this accontt that it ſeems more prudent for me ; 
to buy a chair While l am in town, than to carry 
down twelve guineas for the model of the tomb 
of Virgil, an urn, and à ſcheme or two mort of 
like nature. long to have my picture, diſtantiy 
approaching to a profile (the beſt manner I can 
think of to expteſs myſelf), drawn by Daviſon. 
I have ſeen your ſiſter's, and think the face well 
done in every reſpect; but am greatly indig- 
nant with other things of a leſs fixed an 8 
The cap, though a good cap enough, has a vile 
effect; the formality of ſtays, &c. not agrecable. 
—[ do not know ĩf you ſaw the picture of a Scotch 
girl there at full ength! Miſs Graves has the ad- 
vantage of her's, or any picture there, in her per- 
| ſon; but certainly this girls hair is inexpreſſibly 
charming! There is the genteeleſt negligence _ 
in it I ever ſaw in any picture: — what follows, 
but that I wiſh your fiſter would give orders to 
pull off her cap, and have hair after the manner 
of this picture To ſpeak abruptly ; as it is, I 
diſapprove it: were it altered, 1 ſhould like it 


beyond any I ever ſaw.—l am glad you are read 
ing Spenſer: though his plan is deteſtable, and 
his invention leſs wonderful than moſt people 
imagine, who do not much conſider the obvi- 


ouſneſs of allegory ; yet, I think, a perſon of 
2 your 


* 


your diſpoſition muſt take great delight in his 
ſimplicity, his good · nature, &c. Did qu obſerye 
« ſtanza that begin u Cane! ſony here,. 
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=o Nought | is as under heay! n's wide hollownefs. 
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Wai I . ain jeſt Lredapage'd bs two 
of the Fairy Queen, and cared not to proceed. 


ludicrouſly ; and in that light, I think, one may 
read him with pleaſure. I am now (as Ch—m- 
ley with —), from trifling and laughing at him, 
really in love with him. I think even the metre. 
pretty (though I ſhall never uſe it in earnaſt); ; 
and that the laſt Alexandrine has an extreme ma-' 


jeſty—Does, not this line ſtrike vou ( do; not 
Juſtly remember what canto it Sin); | aun; 


* 
* 
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After that, Pope's Alley made me conſider him 
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Perhaps i it is my faves, ty nt eee 
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xxV. To the 1 on be Publication of the 
Sehool-miſtreſs. Songs 


* 


Dear Mr. Graber af 
1 7 1 


1 DEPENDED a Yan "BP on an Feen 

anſwer from vou, and am greatly fearful you 
never received a packet. of little things, which I 
ſent you to Oxford, incloſed in a frank; though, 
if it arrived av all, it muſt have arrived ſeveral 
days before you left j it. I beſeech you to ſend 
me a line apon the receipt of theſe, which will 
free me from much perplexity; Ml though it is. 
doubtful whether I can defer my ſchemes fo as 
to make your criticiſms of ſervice. I would have 
70 fend them a notwithſtanding. 


| Teannot Hep confidering mylar as a ſport 
man (though, God knows how poor a one in 
every ſenſe!) and the company, as my game. 
They fly up for 4 little time; and then ./ettle 
again. My cue is, to diſcharge my piece when 1 
obſerve a number together. This week, they are 
ftraggling round about their paſture, the town: 
the next, they will flock into it with violent appe- 
tites; and then [ diſcharge my little piece amongſt 
them.—1I affure you, I ſhall be very eaſy about 


A e 


"LETT TREEC” 
che acquiſition of any fame by this thing; all I 
much wilh is, to loſe none: and indeed I have 
ſo little to loſe, that this conlideration ſcarcely af- 
felts me. | „ 

I DARE ay it - muſt be very. inorred for 
I have added eight or ten ſtanzas within this 
fornight. But inaccuracy is more excuſable in 
ludicrous poetry than in any other. If it ſtrikes 
any, it muſt be merely people of alte; for peo- 
ple of vit without taſte (which comprehends 
the larger part of the critical tribe) will una- 
voidably deſpiſe it. I have been at ſome pains 
to ſecure myſelf from A. Philips's misfortune, of 
mere childiſhneſs, © little charm of placid mien, 
*&c.” I have added a ludicrous index, purely 
to ſhew (fools) that I am in jeſt ;—and my motto 
* qua fol habirabiles illuſtrat oras, maxime 
« principum”, is calculated for the ſame purpoſe, 
' You cannot conceive how large the number is of 
thoſe that miſtake burleſque for the very fooliſh- 

neſs it expoſes (which obſervation I made once 
at the Rehearſal, at Tom Thumb, at Chrononho- 
tonthologos; all which are pieces of elegant hu- 
mour). I have ſome mind to purſue this caution 
further; and advertize it, * The School - miſtreſs, 
« &,” A very childiſh performance every body 
knaws (novorum more). But if a perſon ſeri- 


F 3 gully 


70. MR. SHENSTONE'S 


ouſly calls this, or rather, burleſque, a childiſh. 
or low ſpecies of | poetry, he ſays wrong. For 
the moſt regular and formal poetry may be 
called trifling, folly; and weakneſs, in compari- 
ſon of What is written with a more manly ſpirit 
in ridienle of it. I have been plagued to death 
about the ill execution of my deſigns. Nothing 
s certain in London but expence, n a 
ill bear. Believe me, Ef % , 5 + 
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- Die St. 6 us The Leaſows, Nod. 1 
Pee you may be at Tilhngion 
I by this time, I Write to lie 1 deſcxiption 
3 the ous CIT accidents, Abd Pllæ- 
Ne omefia, tllat have amuſed vou in Jour tr avels; 3 
by will e Tah, affect me, as they relate to $2 
Above all dcn , be Particular | in re; gard fo your 
calculations eas Mickern 1 would have 


certainly 


LE TH BS: -- of 
| certainly met you there,; 3s: ow; defired me? 


there is no company I am fonder of than yeurs, 
and Ae _ of and 9 1. hate 


ent in my eye $ hatin: 3 
of houſe-keeping. He has ſeveral left, which 
are ſufficient to preſerve my utmoſt eſteem; but 
that was a jewel indeed! I love to go where 
there is nothing much more in form than my- 
ſelf. I have no objection to viſit going, unſettled 
people, with a-mountebank's inconſiſtency in my 
equipage, But where a conſiderable * 
keeps up its forms (as marriage requires), I 
ſhould not care to appear with an hired horſe, 
anda Sancho for my 1 valet. The caſe i is, I could 
live in a way genteel enough, "and utiiformly fo; | 
but then, 1 muſt forego megrims, whinis, toys, 
and ſo forth. Now, though it ges me pain, 
| ſometimes, | not to appear of a piece; ett that 
infrequent Pain is not a balance for the ſu 8 8 
tial happineſs which 1 -find in, an urn, a;fealy a 
ſnuff: box, an engraving, or a. buſt. : AU 
too, as it puts me upon wiſhing to mis A igure, 
makes me very indifferent. as to maki ing a oo 
mon, N 7-daj-grndemanly figure; and_. Jay 
WAIT of DW 20 jar 
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12 MR. SHENS TONE'S 


as to What I ſaid about my love of flattery, I 


as ro comply with me. 1 ſincerely think, that 


amon oft one's common acquaintance, a behaviour 


* 


me from appearing ſolicitous about the © res 
60 mediocriter ſplendidæ, by railing my imagina- 
tion higher. I pour out my vanity to you in ca- 
taracts; but I hope you will rather conſider it as 
a mark of my confidence, and, conſequently, my 
ſincere eſteem and affection: for, I take it, the 
former ſeldom ſubſiſts without the latter. And 


hope, you will not conſtrue it as any hint; nei- 
ther, if I am right, would you be ſo ungenerous 


flattery amongit foes is abſolutely deſirable ; 


rather inclining to it: but amongſt friends, its 
conſequences are of too 8 a nature. 


I AM fo unhappy in my wintery, unviſited 
Rate, that I can almoſt ſay with Dido, * tædet 
* cœli convexa tueri.“ I am miſerable, to think 
that I have not thought enough to amuſe me. 1 
walk a day together; aud have no idea, but what 
comes in at my eyes. I long for ſome ſubject 
about the ſize of Philips's Cyder, to ſertle hear- 
tily about; ſomething that I could enrich. by 
epiſodes drawn from the Engliſh hiſtory : Stone- 
henge has ſome of the advantages I like; but 
ſeems a dead, en ine. If you Fhapee to 

3 


* $, 
k Þy if 7 
—— 


— 


think of a ſubject 8 you 1 not chuſe + 10 4 


adorn yourſell, ins. It ad os 

I SHALL be vaſtly defirons' to . -you- ew in 
ſpring ; and am in hopes "Whiſtler Will ſtay a 
month with me. I have ſent an imperious letter 


about his dilator correſpondence. —He men- 


tioned vou in his laſt letter; Was going to Ox- 
ford ; thence to London: where, if he ſtays till 


February, I may fee him. | 'F hope you 1 will write \ 


the very next poſt: 'you cannot oblige me, of 
pleaſe me more, than by fo doing; if you think 


| deſerve to be pleaſed, e or am "Oh e 
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XXVIL To this 1 6k Digi 5 a spe- 


uren of, FOI and Politics, 4 


- Fro ro . Shuckburgh's, 

okſelier; in Fleetſtreet, 

Dear Mer. TY on 1 Brother's Lod dgings, 
Tp 11 1743. 


HAVE juſt beet nals my evening at a 
| colſeb-houſe; and, notwithſtanding the con- 


ful cd clic of _ am ating down to write to 


— a * | 


ot 
1 
ih 
8 
J 
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74 -. MR. SHENSTONE'S | 
a x perſon of the cleareſt head I know. The truth 
is, J weire co pleaſo myſolf which I can;;dq; no 
other way. ſo effectually ; upon which account, 
vou are obliged to me for the advances I make 
in correſpondence. Extraordinary things will 
be expected from my ſituation; hut extraordi- 
nary things ought never to be expected from me. 
1 keep no political company, nor gin any, as, 
believe, you know, If ven enquire after the 
ſtage, I have nat ſeen Garrick but, moxe for- 
tunately for yu, [your brother hat. Me no- 
thing has ſo much tranſported as young Cibber's 
| exhibition of Parolles, in Shakeſ pear's Hl 
&« well that ends well. The character is admi- 
rably written by the author; and, I fancy, I can 
diſcover a great number of hints which it has af- 
forded 19, Congreye.in, his Bluff. I am apt to 
think a perſon, after he is twelve years old, 
laughs annpally leſs and leſs: Jeſs heartily, how- 
ever; which is much the ſame 1 think Cibber 
elicited from me as ſincere a laugh as I can ever 
recollect. Nothing, ſure, can be comparable to 
his repreſentation of Parolles in his bully-cha- 
racter; except the figure he makes as a ſhabby 
gentleman. In his firſt dreſs he is tawdry, as 
you may imagine: in the laſt, he wears a ruſty 
black coat, a black ſtock, a black wig with a 


Rant a pair of black gloyes; and a face Hy- 
which 
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which cauſes five minutes laughter. Inſtead 
of politics, I have tranſeribed thefe epigrams 
from the Evening pe I Ow" tran- 
ſeribing een e e 50 1 S710 e 

Sein YERTIDT III 4181102 
eee We üer 
10811 5013425 ne 11 EGG Auf) ** 1 

« When oppoſition againſt power prevails; 
« When arcful'eloquienice and bribery fail'd;” 
« Timely you quit che {hip/youcould not Aer, 
« Piſdain the commons, and aſcend a peer: 
Conſeious that you'deferve to bleed or ſwing, 
he You chuſe the axe as _ er than ha ſtring.” 
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cc The Oeroer ron. 


% With mage Auteus a8 Aleides Ardte, . 
* The ſon of Neptune one, and one of Jove, 
Oft as he threw the giant on the ground, 
« His ſtrengrh redoubled by the fall he found. 
« The unwieldy wender rung of er 
| earth, t. Sal | 
From her had „Bbur; as from ber kva bind. 
Enrag'd, the hero a new method ties; 
0 HY mock in ank. und; 25 he aun ns dies.” 
1 THINK r the laſt a he” chought; te fiſt not 
a | bad one, and what IL have had in my head a 
5 thouſand 


0 MR s HE NSTONE's 


thouſand times. I ſay Mr. Fitzherbert at Nan- | 

do's, but choſe not to reconnoitre him there, 
F alk' after un. I purpoſe waiting on 
him at his lodgings, for the ſame end. Pray 
write ſoon to me. I wiſh I could ſay more to 
deſerve it from you would fain deviate from 
the common road in every letter I fend you; but 
am ſo. very uniformly your friend, that I cannot 
vary my manner of expreſſing how much I am 
* which is . nn aim at. dice?! 4a 
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think Mr. Gen | "13 ae "ra 1143 | 


Vo ſay it is no way . to vou to 
| receive my letters; if you ſay the thing 
that is not, the fault, like others, produces its 
own puniſhment — —You are now my only cor- 
reſpondent. Ido not know what reaſon Whiſtler 
has for not caring: to write, unleſs he thinks that 
we ought not to trouble ourſelyes about one ano- 
ther, but bend our Whole endeayours. to mend 

our 


4 


L'BTTE'Ss 77 
Our fortunes; though I do not--4now his imagĩ- ; 
nations. I was. afraid, after what I had faid 
concerning famene/s/in my laſt, that you would 
interpret it to your own diſadvantage ; but was 
too lazy to write my letter again, truſting that I 
could deny the extent of my complaint to any 
one beſides myſelf in ſome future letter. There 
is as much variety in your genius, as fortune cam 
— ITE 
e Fa 
Son) time next week, do- I Wie to viſa 
out for London. The reaſons for my going ar 
all do barely preponderate. I cannot, conſci- 
entiouſly, print any thing. I have two or three 
little matters in hand: none that I am greatly 
fond of, much leſs that are at all mature. One 
is, what you have ſeen, though in 1 mortal 
ſtate, Flattery, or the fatal Exotic; ſo very 
quotidian and copious a ſubject, that I diſlike it 
entirely. Another,“ Elegies in Hammond's Me- 
* tre,” but upon rea and natural ſubjects: this 
I have objections to. A third, © An Eflay on 
© Reſerve” the ſubject genteel, I think, but 
ſcarce ten bnes Bſhed. A fourth, © An Eſſay, 
in blank Verſe; on Oeconomy, with Advice to 
Poets on that Head, concluding with a ludi- 
ecrous Deſcription of a Poet's Apartment. 
1 chink it were better to annex that poem thus, 
to 


8 to prevent its adi e, W 
againſt Philips's ſilver vaſe, though his humour 
lies chiefly in the language. My favourite 
ſcheme is a poem, in blank yerſe, upon Rural 
Elegance, including caſcades, temples, grottos, 
hermitages, green-houſes, which introduces my 
favorite epiſode of the Spaniſh lady (you will 
wonder how, but I think well.) to cloſe the firſt 
book. The next, running upon planting, &. 
will end with a viſta terminated by an old abbey, 
which introduces an epiſode concerning the 
effects of Romiſh power, interdicts, &c. in imi- 
tation of Lucretius's © Plague of Athens, taken 
from Thucydides, Virgil's Murrain, and Ovid's 
Peſtilence, &c. The two epiſodes in great 
forwardneſs; but, alas! I do not like formal 
didactic poetry, and ſnhall never be able to finiſh 
aught but the epiſodes, I doubt: unleſs I allow 
myſelf to treat the reſt in ny 007 man- 
ner, tranfiently—as Camilla . over e 
* | . ts: 
InavE 3 cis ballad, y von Pos 7 1 1 
not to your mind: but ſend your criticiſms, and 1 
will be all obedience. From London I will ſend 
you mine on your more important poem; your cri- 
tique will be important upon my ſilly affair; mine 


lily, Tam RIAA, upon your momentous one 
but 


but you do not think it momentous 28 n 
* Direct to Nando's. r equlid4. Dots 
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- Vouy moſt bneere dale friend 
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' I QUESTION: RIG Rox ſhould. hai more un- 


happy in any mere mechanical employment; 
for inſtance; making nails (which ſeems: ro-deal - 
as much in repetition as any trade), than I am in 


great part of my time when my head is unfic 


for ſtudy.— My neighbour is gone to London, 
and has left me a legacy of franks, ſo I ſhall be 
able to return your poem, &qc. at leaſt by parcels. 


[ ſtrenuouſly purpoſe to be there (or to ſet our) 
next week; but, as I am here at preſent, 1 think 
you ought to pay ſome deferenee to the vir 


inertiæ, at leaſt to the centripetal foree of mat- 


ter, and direct to the Leaſows one more letter, 
with your opinion concerning the various read- 


ings in the trifle I incloſe, writing the fi TO 


that you well n more adieu 4 
Feb. 16, 1745. inan wo Si 
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| N 85 would not have led to priuß 
— With his. bame to it.. Why 


ſhould; you, geit your name ?, I had a vio- 
lent. inchnation 40 prim it in a large. folio, four 
leaves, price Wwe, s but I dare not do it, 
for fear you ſhould think it of evil importance 
With regard to the clergy: Von excell me inf 
nitely in 4 Way; in which J take moſt pleaſure; 


odd pictu Aurel 


reſque deſcription. 7 Send me word 
Whether 1 ſhall print it or no and that right 
ſoon— A have. lingered 1 in town till How, and 
did not receive, your letter till this morning. 
1 do not know whether I ſhall ſend von with this 
letter alittle thing. which L wrote ; in an afternoon, 
and, wir Proper demands of being concealed 
28. the author, ſold. foo ho, Zuineag. ; Next 
_time Lam in town, Lwill ger money: 1 A a hy 
-berdalher, -, L will amg myſelf with fir 
out the people's e fo fon, Je 
with ſaitable nouſenſe.- l would: have you do the 
ſame.— Make your it bear your, charges. In- 
deed, as to the little _ you ſend, it would 
fix your reputation with men of ſenſe as much as 


greatly n more than) the whole redious character 
of 


— 8 


* 
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of Parſon. Adams, I read it half a year ago 
the week after I came to town; but made Mr. 
A take it again, imagining it alto- 
gether a very mean performance. I liked a 
tenth part pretty well 3 but, as Dryden ſays of 
Horace, (unjuſtly) de ſhews his teeth without 
laughing: the greater part is wmatural-and un- 
humourous. It has ſome advocates ; but, I ob- 
ſerye, thoſe not ſuch as I ever eſteemed taſters. 
Finely, "—_ makes _ endeavour to like it? 


Mr Peiner 0 was preparing his bill for the 
Schoolmiſtrelhy when I ſtopped him ſhort, with 
a hint to go to Dodſley, who has not yet reck- 
oned with me for Hercules. Let the dead bury 
their dead. Dr. Young's Complaint is rhe beſt 
thing that has come out chis ſeaſon (theſe fwens 
ty years, Pope ſays) except mine, for ſo thinks 
every author, who does think proper to ſay ſo: 
poor Pope's hiſtory, in | Cibber's Letter, and the 
print of him upon the Mount of Love (the coar/eff 
is moſt humourous), muſt furely mortify him. 
Your ſiſter does me great honour to think my hint 
any thing; but I am quite zealous in my appro- 
bation of that Scotch lady's hair, I will ever 
aim at oddnef?,: for the future; it is cheaper to 

follow taſte than faſhion, and whoever he be 
that devotes himſelf to faſte will be odd of 
G cCoeurſe. 


. A ſts ip ods * on ad lay : 
they were hacked about town three months ago, 
and I ſaw them. The, town is certainly the 
ſcene for a man of curioſity. I do not purpoſe 
to be long away; but I muſt think of retrench · 
ing.—I have ten thouſand things to tell. you, 
but 1 have not room. Such people as, wp 
ſhould meet as regularly to compare notes as 
tradeſmen do to fettle accounts, but oftener; 
there is ho good comes of long reckonings j— 
I mall forget half—1 think it ſhould be four 
days in a fortnight—it would not de it would 
make one mindful of, and conſequently more 
uneaſy on account of, abſence, Every one gets 
poſts, preferments, but myſelf. —Nothing but 
my ambition can ſet me on a footing with them, 
2 make me eaſy. Come then, lordly pride! 
The devil thought 1 with me in Milton, 


. an; is not loſt, ty unconquerable will, 
* And Aeon never. to ſübnüt or yield: FS 


1 HAVE. Deen in new ene but 1 PA no 
Ws to contradit my aſſertion, that I find 


AY 


none n r h Adieu] ads 
„ W. SnzNSTONE. 
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1 SHALL ſend - you 5 . a ve ery. J Em. lines, 
4 being ſo much indiſpoled with El cold, that I 


4 „ 


can ſcarte tell how to connect ” ſentence: Lam 
juſt got into lodgings. at a, gold- -ſmith't—a dans 
gerous fituation, you will. ſays for me; © Actum 
4 elt, llicet, periiſti! bag Not ſo og of late © 
E not ſo violent A taſte for toys ag T have 
had; and, 1 can! look even on r boxes 66 W 


s 1 
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"London is really dangerous at pct time; the 
pick poke, formerly content with mere  filching, 
make no ſeruple to knock people down with 
bludgeons, in Fleet-/treet and the Strand, and 

that at no later hour than eight o'clock at 
night: but in the Piazzas, Covent⸗garden, they 
come in large bodies, armed with couteaus, and 
attack whole parties, ſo that the danger of 
coming out of the play- houſes is of ſome weight 
in the oppoſite ſcale, hen ath diſpoſed to go 
to them oftener than! ought.— There is a poem 
of this 5 105 called The Pleaſures of Ima- 
„ gination,” worth your reading; büt it is an 


(3 2 expenſive 


3 

| 

| 
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| 

| 
J 
1 


84 MR. SHENSTONE'S 


Gepenfire quartd; ik it comes out in a leſs ſize, 1 
will bring it home with me. Mr. Pope (as Mr. 
Outing, Fs 7 dben with Lord Bet gbrok 12 | 
infortis #18) Il Ar cke pont r a 
Cattret fad yeſterday "Th, Hed 'houfe; orig : 
ier the Teneh du Span antitds” Had e Fo 

_ "they Vödid 4 1 fecond inf aft 74 

Ther 3 ated 4 e | A 77 5 
bott: tranftated from the F. 
ane er Fee BG ee ae 4 14095 
3685 of the"brigia? utter 8 N pd fy 
diffidence is rather improved by $0 Fon 'of 
thoſe wh hays ſeen it, I lodge between the 
two' Wt -houſes, George's and Nando's, ſo 
that I partake of the e Penſ veneſs, of „bach, as 
heretofore; THC ag A call nice 71 rowp 
and bur flender inducement to ſtay; 44 65 
probably, | ſhall loiter here for a month. 


teen -— e gs 


E 1 was knighted againſt. his will, . 
had a demapg made upon him for an hundred 
pounds before hee ng get out of St. James's; 
ſo ſoon are felt the r Seck | 
"deur!—He 9 ut of on cov 5 e 
n i 9 y ia doſt. 15 m 
* ki 2 s alight 10 T” 
'T e 5 tee fn dent Ek Hee 
; ue” 5 e batte Git x e 0 2 

"ag Fer »;79 e * lee J CN ir Sv, 
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In LAY 1 55 ois . 135 N 41 E R 0) th, ln 85 N 
| 4 6) 20 A on Hir mod 11 2110 1 ; 
Mes e er bo N. ;Fang's grotto, 
ich, they fay,, colt her fue thouſand pounds ; 
about three times a8 f — 
It is 2, Very DE mrify}. diſpoſition.;of. the. elt 
a e e e ee e 
: ds, Auch. 39 6 PAL Leal time, il . — 
thy 1 500 d pounds to. lay our abpur.the Lea- 
tows, ould. b 1 ambition Praceable 
TH. Mk, 1s Fas 28 ear Sir, with all.; e100, ON, Yours 
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15 Dear Sir in oon 587 3191 "0 FT "1743: 


10 Tur mn * 


I LONG n cartily o talk ayer © affairs with 
1 you #7 "tle à tete; i but am an utter enemy to 
"4 fatigue | of tranſeribing what might paſs 
well enough I in conyerſation.—1 ſhall ſay nothing 
more concerning my departure from L—, than 
that it was necefſary, and therefore excuſable,— 


3 g T ha7e 
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I'bave been ſince with a gentleman upon the. 
borders of Wales, Biſhop* s Caſtle, from whence 
1 made a digreſſion one day beyond Offa's Dyke: 
faw mountains which converted all that I had 
ſeen into mole-hills.; and houſes which changed 
the Leaſows into Flmpron Court : where they 


talk of a glazed window as a piece of magni- 


ficence; and where Their higheſt idea of his 
Majeſty is, that he can ride in ſuch a coach! ag 
Squire Jones or Squire Pryce's. © The woman 
of the inn, at one place, ſaid, _ „ Glaſs (in 
windows) was very genteel, /that it wany but 
. could not | ſuch iner hu vu 


"Jaw: agree uk the reſt of; ah IR 
world in a propenſity to make proſelytes. This 
inclination in ſome people gives one a kind of 
dread of the matter. They are ill natured, and 
can only .wiſh one in their own ſtate becauſe, 
they are unhappy ; like perſons that haye the 
plague, who, they ſay, are ever dextrous to 
propagate the infection. = make a . contrary 
concluſion when you commend marriage, as you 
ſeem to do, when you wiſh, Miſs — may recon- 
cile me to more than the name of wife. 1 know : 
not what you have heard of my amour: pro- 
bably more than I can thoroughly confirm-to 
you And What if I ſhould ſay to you, that 


marriage 


/ 


E ET EAS. of 
marriage Was not once the ſubject of our con- 
verſation? 8 


r 6 1 Fre) 
2 * * - * 4 - 


e Nec. conjugis unquam a. 
6 rend e aut hec in feedera yeni,” 5 


; i 66 


N A 


Do. not. you we every. x 8 * nature 
ſtrangely improved ſince you were married, from : 
the tea-table to 5 , „ 


E — 4 9 — Ar , 


1 WANT to mh . | — 0's te thar 
I may judge of her temper; but ſhe mult writs 
ſomething in my Pe: ; . ſee you to * 
m1 . Dr NA Fr 
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1 A N 7 1 V ' Ts 5 ; * 91 *4 
# " 1 . * 
+ 


1 kost parodize my TLotd Carteret 8 leer a 
from Dettingen, if 1 had it- by me. © Mrs. 
«© Arnofd (thanks be praiſed!) has this day gained 
* a very conſiderable victory. The ' ſcold laſted 
« two hours. Mrs. S—e was poſted in the hall, 

c and Mrs. Arnold upon the ſtair-caſe; which 
«ſuperiority of .ground was of no ſmall ſervice 
«to her in the engagement. The fire laſted 
the whole ſpace, without intermiſſion; at the 
« cloſe of which, the enemy was routed, and 
as wn Arnold kept the field.” +. 
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Dip you hear the ſong to the tune of The 
ce .Ciickow $##6:7515b edv ADO AM oF MEER 
. 23 A169 10 92516 bas ni | 
ud The Baron ſtood behind a tree, 
in efud plight, for nougiit brd 4 
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IXXII. To Mr. Gzavss, deſcribing lit>8ihun- 
3 tion, and State of Health, Kc. 5 
2 S bnided booſt nougQ-odT * 


Dear M. Graves, o adgilg . eee 


T O-M GROW mori ut for 
Cheltenham, to m E tri a FA To waters 
there. I ſhalt,” Pernz „ Add at 


ſexeral ta es, and eoncinde 1 at the 
Which. bi 1 8 IF k at, i e LN 
"you 24 may, 15 as, Dau | it impre Hs 
the nature of all thoſe places DR 


PALF Here g cpr aue 1 
ibno ao {129019 920M En asdf Anidi yoy ti 
a rpm. FRAPULAZET 
i of; tvorks* of galten c hDdugk bl amogoing *r 
+Snſtavle@ahis oddly : be wage hearty ſlicklet 


my poem upon Hercules at Bathjbxs Do Jagaifant 
me word, Perhaps i it was complaiſance to Mr. 


_Lymelton, with whom, Charles, & c. he is 
intimate, if, as I ſaid before, I do not miſtake 
the perſon. I flatter myſelf, I do not; and 1 
hope that we two ſhall ever find the ſame per- 
ſons, or the ſame kind of. Perſons, 0 9 . 
W „ TW 


os MR: SHENSTONTE'S 


Is 1 get over FER M habjc of wade . 
upon it, I ill have a reverend cate of my health, 
as Sir John Falſtaff adviſes the Chief Juſtice. 
1 ſolye all the tempeſts that diſturb my conſti- 
tution into wind; it plagues me, firſt, in che ; 
ſhape of a bad appetite, then indigeſtion, then 
lowneſs of ſpirits and a flux of pale water, and 
at night by watchings, reſtleſſneſs, twitchings 
of my nerves, or a ſleep more diſtracted than 
the moſt ative, ſtate; of watehfulneſs. But L 
think purging leſſens all theſe {ymptons,. and 1 
rruſt my ſcheme, that 1 am enter 0g 1 i 


right. | 176 * Ji 1g! 1 57 71 % due % 


x 175 1177 S8].34 

11 WAS, 0 on n Monday, at- Siler, > 10 wait on 
Mr. Lyttelton, . who was gone to Sir 22 8 Aſt- 

ley's #0; lee; his grand edifice.— As to Mrs. 3 
Lyttelton, if her affability is not artificial, 1 
mean, if it does not owe its original (as it "ought 
to do its management) to art, I cannot conceive a a 
perſon more amiable but ſenſe and elegance 
cannot be keis: to e is to "Pup ; 

them. _ 21 TOC E | | 


55 155 . 340 10 2 4,4 b | 
Ne my ſong ſer? Miſs Demons pc F 
it that favour; but I have never ſeen a copy, 


nor knew of its being to be printed. Howard 


L E T T TNS. 6f 
bas ſet another of mine, which I received laſt 
poſt 3 but my Harpſichord is out of order, and 1 

haye found no one yet to explain che hierogly- 
phics which convey it. Tou may probably 
find it in ſome future number of the Wan 
Gn 3 innen ww" | 


I AM in as EY iris tis wah a8 ret I 
was in my life: only Mens turbidum lætatur.“ 
My head is à little eonfuſed; but 1 often think 
ſerioufly, that T ought to have the moſt ardent 
and practical gratitude (as the Methodiſts chuſe 
to expreſs themſelves) for the advantages that IL 
have: which, though not eminently ſhining, 
are fuch, to ſpeak the truth, as ſuit my particu- 
lar humour, and, conſequently, - deſerve all 
kind of acknowledgement. If a poet ſhould 
addreſs himſelf to God Almighty; with the 
moſt earneſt thanks for his goodneſs in allotting 
him an eſtate that was over-run/ with ſhrubs,” 
thickets, and coppices, variegated with barren 
rocks and precipices, or floated three parts in 
four with lakes and marſhes, rather ihan ſuch an 
equal and fertile ſpot as the ſons of men“ de. 
light in; to my apprehenſion, he would be guilty 
of no abſurdity. But of this IL have compofed 
a kind of prayer, and intend to. write a little 
ſpeculation on the ſubject; this kind of gra- 

titude 
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_ whe icht ſind of pain hach prings from i impa- 


ffs hore Speak 


wat ſaute you e L 9 ING 


ritude I affuredly ought to have, and have. 
For my health, if bud rellects, a eountr · fel- 
low's ock of it would Be wnfit for ſelitude; 
would diſpoſe one rather to bodily feats, and, 
what Faiſtaff calls in! Peine, gambol fa ries, 
than mental s; und ul give 


rience.” My conſtitution was giveii me 7 * : 
good; and-with-regatdi'ro”f naw (ds Gi) Barn 

well ſays) © What am 1?—What I have made 
25 5 Ou peak with Mil tomy £nyank 


45 2d biuod? 2niM—. add) Þ giiizyn ni bas 
1 diſputes 5:5. 


bm eee e e 


"Hi me, me only, as the ſource and ſptinſ* © 
4 Of all corruption, all the blame lights due.) 
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tres 2183 yithod o Todis7 no vloghh blows 
| 405 . won ug « Gothy; ways, Geürge! 
5 Who er he be.zhatſhaliafſert he has | 
wy 5 0 bolder, king, det him in 1 be 
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For tay zog falſe in that r , bebg 


„ d I I ms 160 WP (2s HEVS 
jor HAVE a mind id write au ode in praiſe of him, 
and in rivalſhip of Cibber.—Mine ſhould be of 
the ballad ſtyle qnd fhaniliarity, ai expreſſing the 
ſentiments-of:aipecſawriturningy)frow a Alke 
to, thorough; appratiatiom of himowhichibeths, 
at preſents theTenſecof the natins s Budilſtrein 
| am: nog Mearneſti- el: g NIA om om nO 
ub 2xigil amd 5d1 Ils aoi2qu71029 !Is 20 * 
Mr pen has run on a whole page at random. 
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J. e eee ar Cheltenham! af- 


2”. 910 1 Fxpenſiy Fang fatiguing urge: i I Salla 
Ha * tan aw the Iporti oo; / ant 
bit gf mutten at your ratherts; 
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94 


in an endeavour to reach Cheltenham after five 


nee was, that, abdut 


10 pst cravellitig batk agaln t6: 


wards Stowe; and had undoubtedly wandered 
all night in the dark; had I not been fortunately 
met by a waggoner's ſervant, who brotight me 
back to the worſt inn but one I ever lay at, 


being his maſter 's—Here [ am: which i is al 1 


_ — * this lerer. 
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XXXI0L To Mt - Jo, onthe fame. 


4 3 Jago, - Jole the ar 1743. 
T is not a Xconttived Fs of art excuſe, 
which I am going to offer for the difappoint- 

ments I haye-given you. I have actually been 

ſo much out of order ever ſince T wrote to you, 
nay, ever ſince I formed' a defign of a Sunday 
expedition to L—-—, that it never has been in 
my power to execute why intentions. My vertigo 
has not yet taken away my ſenſes: God knows 


halls e e 5s e 2s 


how ſoon it may do; but my nerves, are in fuch, 
a condition, that I can ſcarce get a wink of 9285 
di iſordered reſt for, whole nights together · May. 
you never know. the miſery of ſuch. ingoluntary, 
vigils! I ride, eyery day almoſt to fatigue; which 


ouly tends to make my want of ſleep more en- 
Able, and Not in the leaſt. to remoye it. A = have: 
foirits,; all, day, good ones; though my head i 18 


dizzy, - and I never enterprize any ſtudy o 
greater ſubtlety than a news-paper. I cannot 
ſay the journey to L—— would be at all formi- 


dable to me; for I ride about fifteen miles, as 1 | 


compute it, every day before dinner. But the 
nights, from home, would be inſupportable to 


me. TI have fatigued Mrs. Arnold's affiduity, 


to the injury of her health; by occaſioning her 
to ſit in my room a nights, light my candle, put 
it out again, make me perſpiratory wheys, and 
lops; and am amuſed by the moſt. filly animad- 


rerſions ſhe is capable of making. I never knew 


her uſefulneſs. till now; but I now prefer her to 


all of her Aation. If 71 get oer this diſorder, 
concerning which I have bad apprebenſons, you 
may depend upon ſeeing me the firſt Sunday I 
dare venture forth. I hope you continue mend- 
ing. The benefit. of riding is only not univer- 
ſal, and would cure me too, could 1, but make 


one previous advance towards health. Have you 
tried 
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tried cold burking ? Pethaph it may fiot fait 
| your cafe. I with 1 had not dropt it. I take my 

fluctuation of verves to be canſed, as tht df e 
ſea is, by wind; which 1 am continually pump⸗ 
ing up, and yer find it fill renewed. When 1 

am juſt ſinking to fleep, a ſudden twitth of u 
nerves calls me back again—to waichfulneſy and 
vexation! I conſider myſelf as in the flats. of 
the philoſopher, who held a bullet betwixe his 
finger and thumb, which, whenever he was about 
to nod, was ordered ſo as to fall into a large 
braſs pan, and wake him—that he might * 
ſue his lucubrations. 


"4 MI mention one W regarding the 
weakneſs of my nerves ;—and not my ſpirits, 
for I told you thoſe were tolerable :—the leaſt 
noiſe that is, even the falling of a fire-ſhovel upon 
the floor, if it happen unexpectedly, ſhocks my 
whole frame; and I actually believe that 2 gun 
fired, behind my back, unawates, amidſt the 

ſtillneſs of the OT would go near to 3 
with! its noiſe. | 


I an juſt going to ded; an} ave mate why 
more pgs wa a ry, rl 
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benighted in the deſarts of Arabi dene! 
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xi H XXXVI. To 


| xv. To Mr. ee written in Hap: 
; | Harveſt, - 


Dear Mr. Graves, July 3, 1743. 
DID not part from you without à great 
deal of melancholy. To think of the ſhort 

duration of thoſe interviews which are the ob- 

jects of one's continual wiſhes, has beet a reflec- 

tion that has plagued me of old! I am ſure 1 

returned home with it then, more aggravated as 

1 forefaw myfelf returning to the ſame feries of 

melancholy hours from which you had a while 

relieved me, and which I had perticularly faf- 
fered under all this laſt fpring! I wiſk to God, 
you might happen to be ſettled not far from me: 

a day's- journey diſtance, however; I mean, an 

eaſy one. Bur the odds are infinitely againſt 

me. I muſt only rely for my happineſs on the 
hopes of a never-ceaſing correſpondence! *© 


| $60x after your were gone, I received my 

packet. The hiſtory of Worceſterſhire is mere 

ſtuff. T I am fo fond of, that, I believe, I 

ſhall have his part of the collection bound over 

again, neatly and ſeparately. But ſure Ham- 

mond has no right to the leaſt inventive merit, 
; 23 


_— * x * A k A. & Ls. CS 
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ns the preface · writer would inſinuate. 1 do 
not think there is a ſingle thought, of any 
eminence, thar'is nor literally tranſlated. I am 
aſtoniſhed he could content himſelf with being ſo 


little an original. 


Ms. Lyttelton and his lady are at Hagley. 


A malignant caterpillar has demoliſhed the beauty 


of all our large oaks. Mine are ſecured by their 
littleneſs. But, I gueſs, the park ſuffers; a large 
wood near me. being a mere winter-piece for na- 
kedneſs. 


Ar preſent, I give myſelf up to riding and 
thoughtlefineſs ; being refolved to make trial of 
their efficacy towards a tolerable degree of health 
and ſpirits. I wiſh I had you for my director. 
I ſhould proceed with great confidence of ſuc- 
cels; though I am brought very low by two or 
three firs of a fever ſince I ſaw yon. Had 1 
written to you in the midſt of my diſpirited con- 
dition, as I was going, you would have had a 
more tender and unaffected letter than I'can wri e 
at another time: what I think, perhaps, at all 
times; but what ſickneſs can alone elic. t from a 


temper fearful of whining. 


H2 SURELY 
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| SURELY the “nunc c formoſiſimus annus? is to 
be limited to hay harveſt. 1 could give my rea- 
ſons: but you will imagine them to be the acti- 
vity of country people in a pleaſing employment; 
the full verdure of the ſummer; the prime of 
pinks, woodbines, jaſmines, &c. I am old; 
very old; for few things give me ſo much me- 
chanical pleaſure as lolling on a bank in the 
very heat of the ſun, 


„c When the old come forth to play 
C On a ſun-ſhine holiday 


And vet it is as much as I can do to keep Mrs. 
Arnold from going to neighbouring houſes in 
her ſmock, in deſpite of deceney and my known 
3 | SIN 


rind myſelf more of a patriot than I ever 
thought I was. Upon reading the account of the 
battle, I found a very ſenſible pleaſure, or, as the 
Methodiſts term it, perceived my heart enlarged, 
&c. The map you ſent me is a pretty kind of 
tey, but does not enough particularize the ſcenes 
of the war, &c. which was the end 1 had 1 in view 
when I ſent for it. 


« O pura 


One ee l 14 ade . 


appetite, digeſtion, ſtrength, ſpirits, &c. of a 
mower, would make me the happieſt of mortals! 


1 would be ron e and men 5 


3 Adieu! 


Wa. To the dane WOE the Difappoinement 
of a Viſit, 


Dear Sir, 2 : 1743. 
I AM tempted to begin my letter as Memmius 
1 does his harangue: Multa me dehortan- 
« tur à vobis, .ni ſtudium virtutis veſtræ omnia 
« exſuperer.” —You contrive interviews of about 
a minute's duration; and you make appointments 
in order to diſappoint one; and yet, at the ſame 
time that your proceedings are thus vexatious, 
force one to bear teſtimony to the ineſtimable 
value of your friendſhip! I do inſiſt upon it, 
that you ought to compound for the diſappoint- 
ment you have cauſed me, by a little letter every 
po you ſtay i in town. I ſhall now ſcarce ſee you 
He till 
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till next ſummer, or ſpring at ſooneſt ; and then 
I may probably take occaſion to viſit. you, under 
pretence of ſeeing Derbyſhire. Truth is, your 
prints have given me /ome curioſity to ſee the 
original places. I am grateful for your inten · 
tions with regard to giving me part of them, 
and impertinent in defiring you to convey them 
to me as ſoon as you can well ſpare them. Let 
me know if they are ſold ſeparately at the print 
ſhops. I think to recommend them to my new 
acquaintance, Mr, Lyttelton Brown. I like the 
humour of the ballad you mention, but am 
more obliged for your partial opinion of me. 
The notes that fall upon the word © Cannon, 
“ Cannon,” are admirably expreſſive of the 
ſound, I dare ſay: I mean, jointly with its echo; 
and ſo, 1 ſuppoſe, you will think, if you ever 
attended to the Tower-guns. I find 1 cannat af- 
ford to go to Bath previouſly to my London- 
journey; though I look upon it as a proper me- 
thod to make my reſidence in town more agreea - 
ble. I ſhall, probably, be there about the firſt 
of December ; or before, if I can accelerate my 
friend Whiſtler's journey, The pen I write 
with is the moſt, diſagreeable of pens! But 
I have little elſe to ſay; only this,—that our good 
friend, Jack Dolman, is dead at Aldridge ; his 
father's benefice, 


I BEG, 


* 


IBE, if you have leiſure, you would incloſe 
me in a frank the following ſongs, with the 
notes: Stella and Flavia, Gentle Jeſſy, 
« Sylvia, wilt thou waſte thy prime?” and any 
other that is new. I ſhould be glad of that num- 
ber of the Britiſh Orpheus which has my ſong 
in it, if it does not ooſt above fix-pence. Make 
my compliments to your brother and ſiſter ; and 
believe me, in the common lern but in no 
common n degree, 15 


Dear Mr. Graves e | | 


Moſt affectionate friend and ſervant, 


The Leaſows, W. SHENSTONE.s 
Nov, 9s "NP Xa TE 


Do write out "bs whole ballad of 66 © The Baron 
4 Rood Ts a tree.“ 


Hy n 
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| XXXVI. To the hes on * Rl & a re. 
ſent of Prints. 


2 * : 
* ” % 


Dear Sir, | The Leafowy, Bete 2 3. 1 743 
OU may reaſonably have expected a letter 
before now, either as an acknowledgment 
for your genteel preſent, or, at leaſt, by way 
of information that I had received. it. The 
prints have given me a pleaſure, which, howe- 
ver conſiderable, would ſoon have languiſhed, if 
had bought them at a ſhop ; but which is now 
built upon the eſteem I have for the giver, and 
cannot have a-more durable foundation.—As for 
the reſt, I am moſt pleaſed with the view of 
Matlock, and ſhall have no peace of mind till I 
have ſeen the original. I have been gilding the 
frames, and wiſhing all the while for your com- 


pan). 


— 
— 


I wiLL alter the ballad according to your ad - 
vice; dividing it into three parts, and adding a 
ſtanza or two to the ſhorteſt, ſome time or other. 
I have had no opportunity of trying the tunes. 
« Arno's- vale ” has pretty words, and recom- 
mends itſelf to one's imagination by the probabi- 
lity that it was Written on a real occaſion. The 

1 | Cimilitude 
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ſimilitude of rhimes in the cloſe inexcuſable. For 
all that has been the ſubject of my letter hitherto, 
as the country people ſay, I can but thank you, 


and I do very ſincerely; as a as to . 9 5 
will IE you. 


I Have your poem by me, which I have 
read often with the greateſt pleaſure. I have 
many obſervations to make; and only defer the 
communication till I know whether you have a co- 
py at Tiſſington to turn to. I think, the moſt pe- 
lite and ſuitable title to it would run thus: The 
« Villa, a Poem; containing a Sketch of the 
« preſent Taſte in Rural Embelliſhments, written 
«© in 1740.“ Your preface has a pretty thought 
towards the cloſe ; otherwiſe” is on no account 
to be admitted. Paindbi my freedom; but, I 
think, there is no manner of occaſion for a pre- 
face; and thoſe ſtrokes, which I know to be real 
modeſty in you, the world will undoubtedly im- 
pute to affectation.—If you give me encourage- 
ment, I will be very minute in my criticiſms, al- 
lowing you to reject ten to one that you admit of. 


WuH1sTLER is gone to Briſtol, and has bilked 
me.—l ſaid, he is gone; but, I believe, he is 
only upon going.—T linger at home, in hopes of 
| 2 up a little health; and WOES a * 
o 


. ores + 4 AK Ie cos 5/18 ts or 


_ 


— 
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+ of being ill in a place where I can be leſs at- 
tended on.—I can continually find out ſomething 
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in my preceding diet that, I hin, diſorders me; 
fo that I am conſtantly in hopes of growing well: 
but, * In never n. - | 


Optima queque dies miſeris morn #vi 
825 Prima fugit, ſubeunt mort - — 


3 I was a ſchool-boy, I never knew there 
was any fuch thing as perſ piration; and now, 
half my time is taken up in conſidering the i im- 


| mediate connexion betwixt that and health, and 


: 


. cadganoncivg to promote it. WE: 


Mk, Lyttelton has built 2 kind of alcoxe.i in 
his. parte inſcribed, © sEDES CONTEMPLATIOr 


cc. NIS,“ near his hermitage. Under the afore- 


ſaid inſcription is © NM VANITAS: ”—the 
—＋ ornamented with ſheeps · bones, jaws, ſculls, 
c. feſtoon · wiſe. 1 a n over it, an oWl. 

13 DA 

As to 8 1 e none i regard to 
the world, women, or books. And I hate, and 
have deferred writing to you (for ſome days) for 
that reaſon. I am ſick of exhibiting ſo much 
ſameneſs:—I am conſtantly poring over 0 
Claſſic, which I conſider as one of Idleneſs's bet- 
F ter 


_ — 


L E T ER S. — * 


ter ſhapes, But I am impatient to be doing 
ſomething that may tend to better my ſituation in 
ſome reſpect or other. Ic 1 is e Lo can 
alone inſpire one. | 


* Multa & præclare minantem 
« Viyere nec recte, nec ſuaviter ag 


expreſſes the whole of me. Thus my epiſtles 
perſevere in the plaintive ſtyle; and I queſtion 
whether the fight of them does not, ere now, 
give you the vapours. I have an old aunt that 
viſits me ſometimes, whoſe converſation is the 
perfect counterpart of them. She ſhall fetch a 
long-winded ſigh with Dr. Young for a wager; 
though I ſee his Suſpiria are not yet finiſhed. 
He has relapſed into Night the Fifth.” I take 
his caſe to be wind in a great meaſure, and would 
_ adviſe him to take rhubarb in powder, with 4 
litle nutmeg grated amongſt it, as I don 


DAR Mr. 'G—! write down to me; and = 
lieve r me to be, n rs 


Tour mot ſincere NS 885 4 | 
and obliged friend, &c. ” 
W. b 


— 
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XXXVII. To gw Pang with Oblerraions on 
nen Kc. 


7 p „„ 
+ ” * N 
7 | * 2 
12 


Dear A bitte yl 22743. 
OU muſt know, my laſt letter t to you was 
written before I received yours from Tif- 

fingron ; and I ſhould rake ſhame upon myſelf 
for not anſwering i it, were I not furniſhed with 


this excuſe that I waited for a frank for you. 


— There are but few things I have to ſay to you, 
and fuch as are not worth tranſcribing ; yet, as 
our diſtance from one another requires it, 1 will 
ſcrawl them over as negligently as I can, to let 

you ſee I lay no ſtreſs upon them. A good ex. 
cufe for lazineſs! you will ſay: and lazy enough 
1 am, God knows! I believe, any one who 
knows me thoroughly will think, that there never 
was ſo great an inconſiſtence as there i is berwixt 
my words (in my poem) and my actions. — This 
is what the world calls hypocriſy, and is deter- 
mined to look upon with peculiar averſion. But, 
I think, the hypocrite is a ha/fgood character. 
A man certainly, conſidering the force of pre- 
cedent, deſerves ſome praiſe who keeps up ap- 


. and is, no doubt, as much to be 
commended 
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commended for talking better than he acts, as 

he is to be blamed for acting worſe than he talks. 
So much for caſuiſtry. would ſeem, you muſt 
know, to have ſome meritorious views in talking 
virtuouſiy; but who does not know that every 
one who writes poetry looks directly with his face 
towards praiſe, and whatever elſe his eye takes 
in is viewed obliquely? Praiſe, as I ſaid to foi- 
ble · confeſſing W, is the. deſired, the noted, 
and the adequate reward of poetry; in which 
ſort he that rewards me, Heaven reward him, 
as Sir John Falſtaff ſays, There is ſomething 
very vain in repeating my own ſayings ; but I 
could not conſcientiouſly uſe a joke to you which 
I had uſed in another letter, without owning it. 
In ſhort, it is neceſſary to have ſome earthly 
aim in view; the next world, whether it be in 
reality near or far off, is 459100 ſeen at a diſ- 
tance. All that the generality of young people 
can do is, to act conſſſtently with their expecta- 
tions there. Now, though fame, &c. be obvi- 
ouſly enough in the eye of reaſon diſſatisfactory; 
yet it is proper enough to ſuffer one's ſelf to be 
deluded with the hopes of it, that is, it is pro- 
per to cheriſh ſome worldly hopes, that one may 
avoid impatience, ſpleen, and one fort of do- 


ſpair : I mean that of having no hopes here, be- 


cauſe one ſees nothing here that deſerves them. 


irs MK. SHENS TONE'S 
If I were in your cafe, I would make all the of. 
_ forts I was able towards being a Biſhop. That 
_ ſhould be my earthly aim: not but I would act 
with ſo much indifference as to bear all difap- 
pointment unconcernedly—as, I. dare ſay, you 
will, There is but one paſſion that I put 
upon an equally ſprightly footing with ambition, 
and that is love; which, as it regularly tends to 
matrimony, requires certain fayours from for- 
tune and circumſtance to render it proper to 
indulge in.—By this time you think me crazed— 
as it often happens to me to doubt, /eriou/ly, 
whether I am not: but if it be the © mentis 
« gratiſſimus error,” I do not mind. You-are 

very obliging to endeayout to continue my mad - 
neſs and vanity.—I ſhould be as glad to fee 
Graves, your brother, as any one 1 know: 1 
live in a manner wherein he would find many 
things to exerciſe his good nature. 


PAMELA would have made one good volume: 

1 wonder the. author, who has ſome nice natural 
ſtrokes; ſhould not have ſenſe ,enough to ſec 
_ that.— beg you will collect all the hints, &c. 
of your own, or others, that you think may tend 
to the improvement of my poem againſt winter; 
that you would mention any flat lines, &c. Write 
me 


EET IANS ns 
me word ſome time ere you come over; but write 
to me nen 1 


| Yours faichfully, | 
3 PR W. SHENSTONE. 


Once more added! 7 


XXXVII. To a \Friend, with a Parody. 
The Leaſows 

Dear Sir, 3 March I, 1743-4: 

V OU are upon very good terms with me, 


cauſes of your ſilence, and have been ſincerely 


forry for them; not however: that I did nor be- 


lieve you were more happy than any one in the 
world who is neither a lover nor a poet, though 
not able to turn himſelf for money- bags. I am 
really going to London ; and am about the pur- 
chaſe of an elegant pair of piſtols. from Bir- 
mingham. I indulge myſelf in this expence, 
becauſe they ſhall ſerve in two capacities ; one 


while to garniſh my chair, another while my 


horſe. And ſome time next week you will pro- 
bably ſee your old friend on horſe-back, armed 


at 


and have been all along. I gueſſed the 


112 M R. 8 HEN STONE 's 
481 all points, and as very a knight to all appear: 
" ance as any body. 


cc We 171 they 5 the Owl N was a Quakers 
cc Daughter — one knows what one is, but one does 
W >. | not know what one SHALL be.“ 


Ophelia in Hamlet. 


Bur I digreſs. If I juſt call to ſee you, God 
forbid that I ſhould be burthenſome to you. 1 
will ſend my horſes to H—, and lodge there, or 
ſomewhere. - But I am perfectly impatient to 
unboſom my ſoul to you, and to fee Mrs. Jago, 
whom I ſhould have mentioned firſt, Wedneſ- 

day or Tueſday indeed ſeems the moſt likely | 
day.—Though I am not ſure ; nor do you con- 
fine Went ; 

Poon Mariett! I too am emaciated ; but 1 
hope, by means of ſome warm weather, to ac- 
quire plus dembonpoint. I deſign to call upon 
him, and _ him in countenance. 


Mv ballad, in the midſt of your hurry, muſt 
appear as ridiculous as Cinna the poet does, 
when he {wears nothing but death ſhall reſtrain 
him from addreſſing Brutus and Caſſius (and that 
the night before the battle) with two doggrel 
verſes— 


_ thoſe the worſt I have ever read 5 
and that makes the ſimile the more juſt. It is 
now a good deal metamorphoſed. Your parody 


is prodigiouſly droll : the firſt line delights me 


I think I could furniſh Mrs. K with as gbod 
mottoes, and as cheap, though I fay it, as any 


body; but, alas Did I ſend you the follow- 


ing parody or * before? - 1 ane not. Le 


voila / 


« Wars firſt, Philander, firſt I came 
«© Where Avon rolls his winding ſtream, 
« The TRY briſk ! the fwaing—how 
* oa = 
«To ſee Afteria, Queen of May! — 
4 The parſons round, her praiſes ſung! 
« The ſteeples, with her praiſes rung 
« I thought—no fight, that &'er was ſeen, 
Could en the ſight of BareFs- rom — 
6 Bur 10W, ſince old grab ay 
* The chief of poets, and the pride=" . 
© Now, meaner bards in vain afpire 
4 To raife their voice, to tune "their lyre! 
«© Their lovely ſeaſon, now, is o'er! _ 
“Thy notes, Florelio, pleaſe no more 
« No mote Aſteria's fmiles are ſeen | 
Adieu the ſweets of Barel's-green !——-” 
1 Ir 
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'Ir is a Ed of riches; 1e cas FO | 
You have ſeen the e er 8 Fe E bas 
1 AM ; raking part of my an; upon my band 
to ſee if I can ſucceed as a farmer but I am 
afraid 1 am under the ſentence, “ And, behold; 
e whatſoever he taketh in Kare ir ſhall” not 
Cv r . To ah 


My good friend,” 1 Ana * — 
however we may be ſeparated, no time 2460 
extenuate our mutual ine Lam: + 


| Your zealous, unſerviceable friend, 


= w. el 


* 


XXXIX. 10 Mr. orte, on \ Social i Fon 


„ Mr. Graves, | . e About 1765 


Turns is: not a ſyllable Wo me con- 
cerning yourſelf i in your laſt letter, but 
what applied to me is moſt literally true. I am 
* ſenſible of the daily progreſs I make towards 
nbgathoancy'" and it a not be many years 

before 


P 
2 PFF ²˙ m ˙ Ce en» Te 


DES 


before you ſee me arrived at the ne phis ultra: 
I believe it is abſolutely impoſſible for me to 
acquire a conſiderable degree of knowledge; 
though I can underſtand things well enough at 
the time I read them: I remember a preacher 
at St. Mary's (I think it was Mr. E—) made a 
notable diſtinction berwixt apprehenſion and com- 
prebenſion. If there be a real difference, pro- 
bably it may find a place in the explication of 
my gentus. I envy you a good. general inſight 
into the writings of the learned. I muſt aim at 
nothing higher than a well-concealed ignorance. 
4-1 was. thinking, upon reading your letter, 
when it was that yon and Mr. Whiſtler and 
went out of the road of happineſs. It cer- 
tainly was. where we firſt deviated from the turn- 
pike road of life. Wires, children, alliances, 
viſits, &c. art netefſary objects of Gut ſocial 
paſſions; and whether or no we can, through 
particular circumſtances, be happy with, I 
think it plain enough that it is hot Poſſible to be 
happy without them. All attachments tv inarfi= 
mate beatities, to curioſities, and ornaments, 
ſatiate us preſently,—The fanciful tribe has tlie 
diſadvantage to be naturally proie to ert in the 
choice of laing pleaſures: and when our 
paſſions have habitually wandered, it is too 
difficult to reduce them into their proper chan- 
„ $ il nels. 
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nels. When this is the caſe, nothing but the 
change or variety of amuſements ſtands any 

chance to make us caſy, and it is not long ere 

the whole ſpecies is exhauſted.—I agree with 
you entirely in the neceſſity of a ſociable: life 
in order tò be happy: I do not think it much a 
paradox, that any company is better than none. I 
think it obvious enough as to the preſent hour, 
/and as to any future influence, ſolitude has ex- 
ceeding ſavage effects on our diſpoſitions.—1 
have wrote out my elegy : I lay no manner of 
ſtreſs but upon the piety of it. Would it not 
be a good kind of motto, applied to a perſon you 
know, that might be taken from what is _ 
of Ophelia in Hamlet, 


| — 456 ] tell thee, faithleſs prieſt! | 
A miniſtring angel ſhall 9 be 
40 Ye hen thou art howling, 4 


15 HAVE DES} myſelf often with this ſpecies 

of writing fince ,you ſaw me; partly to divert 
my preſent impatience, and partly as it will be 
a picture of moſt that paſſes in my mind; a 
portrait which Friends may value, Shy ſhould 
be glad of your profile: if you have objec- 
tions, I drop my requeſt.— I ſhould be heartily 
glad if you would come and live with me, for 
any ſpace of time chat you could find conve- 
_ 


4 


+ 4 4 
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a cl Bur I will depend on your coming over 
with M=. Whiſtler in the ſpring. I may poſſibly 
take a jaunt towards you ere long: the road 


the time I reached you, perhaps, afford me 
a kind of climax of happineſs. If I do not, 


not ſpeak of this laſt as a ſcheme from which 


long ſince 1 have confidered myſelf as undone, 
The world will not perhaps conſider me in that 


Adieu . / 


Rebellion , and i its om W 


The A 
Dear Mr. Graves, 


life, for aught 1 oY will paſs away 


ſufficient improvement into, my circumſtances to 
give a chearful caſt to my correfpondence. In 
one reſpect, in regard to my inviolable friend- 
ſhip for you, I hope you will hear with ſome 
ſatisfaction, that T continue {tilt the ſame. - And 
13 this 


would furniſh me out ſome viſits; and, by 


I ſhall perhaps be a little time at Bath. I do 


I entertain great expectations of pleaſure. It is 


light ye tll 1 have married my maid, 


XL. To the ſame, with Obſervations . the 


Nov. 2a, 1745. 


- juſt as it has done, without. introducing 
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1 M R. SHENS TON B's 


this kind of idenity, I I think, I could promiſe you, 
though every circumſtance in my fortune, 
every particle of my body, were changed; 
and others, ever ſo heterogeneous, ſubſtituted 
in their place. After this, it would be no com- 
pli iment to ſay, that the pretended heir to theſe 
Kingdoms could not alter it, were he to ſubvert 
the Britiſh conſtitution ; ; which muſt; out of all 
doubt, be the conſeqaiate of his ſucceſs. The 
rebellion, you may gueſs, is the ſubject of all 
converſation. Every individual nailer here 
takes in a news-paper (a more pregnant one 
by far than any of the London ones), and talks 
as familiarly of kings and princes.as ever Maſter 
Shallow did of John of Gaunt. Indeed it is no 
bad thing that they do ſo; for I cannot con- 
ceive that the people want fo much to be con- 
vinced by ſermons, of the abſurdities of p- 
pery, as they do by news- papers, that it may 
poſſubly prevail. The reaſons and arguments too 

in favour of the preſent Government are ſo 
ad and ob10us, that even I, and every coun- 
try ſquire, and every country clerk, and Sam 
Shaw the taylor, ſeem to be as much maſters 
of them as the Biſhops themſęlyes. I myſt not 
ſay we cquld. expreſs. them ſo politely, —] like 
Secker's the beſt of any ſermon on this occa- 


ſion: He gipes his audience à view of 5 
1112 EVI 


* * 


evil conforms from a change, as no man of 
ſenſe can poſſibly doubt of, when fairly ſtated: 
and, Lon, I cannot ſee one ſingle good it could 
produce, in compenſation for its inevitable and 
abundant m iſchiefs.—I have read Dr. Sherlock's 
ſermon on this occaſion :' and I have read Mr. 
Warburton's; and, at 205 requeſt, I will read 
his Legation. $5. Ja 


1 HAVE often thoughts of 4 jaunt as as 
your country this winter; Some kind of pil- 
orimage I muſt make, to avoid a lethargy — 
Public places I want to viſit a little; to peep 
at and renew my ideas of the world's vanity; 
but either Bath or London would ſteep me ſo 
far in poverty, that I ſhould not probably 
emerge before the middle of next ſummer. I 
have ſpent this laſt ſummer agreeably enough 
with ſome of my young relations, Mr, Dol 
man's children.ä— They have an excellent taſte 
for their years.—I have been upon ſeveral 
: jaunts with the ſon to Litchfield, Worceſter, 
Mr. Fletcher's, . &c. amuſing him, what I 
could, under the loſs of his father. Miſs W— 
F— aſked very earneſtly after you. Two of 
the ſiſters have been with me at the Leaſows, 
and upon ſeveral parties of pleaſure in, my 
chair,—Broom is diſpoſed of do not under- 
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ſtand upon what inducement.— After all, I am 
miſerable ;—conſcious to myſelf that I am too 
little ſelfiſh : that J onght now or never to aim 
-at ſome addition to my ny and that I make 
large advances towards the n cataſtrophe 
of better poets, poverty,—-1 never can attend 
enough to ſome twelve · penny matter, on which 


aà great deal depends. My amour, fo far: 


indulge it, gives me ſome pleaſure, and no p 


in the world.—I have read Spenſer once again, 


and I have added full as much more to ny 
School. miſtreſs, in regard to number of lints; 
ſomething in point of matter (or manner ratet) 
anhieb does not diſpleaſe me. I would be glal 
if Mr. were, upon your requeſt,” tov gte 
his opinion of particulars, for two reaſons; 28 
von ſay he has ſome taſte for this kind of 
Writing, and as he is my enemy, and Wald, 


| een 4 out ãts Aer 5 


1 4 9 
r 14 11:4 


| Java; a wei geen moſt whimfcal kind, 
why L would -wiſh you to preſerve this letter, 
Pray write Rs om bade me nol Gd 


Your He and humble bene, 


N # | Þ 
XII. Ta 


”, 7 5 * 5 2 2 2 +» * 11 b . 8 : 
LEY 1T TR 6” 121 
| | | . 121 
4 : : * % * 
: F : | 
33 I * f 


XII. To the ſame, wich Remarks ou the Ele 
cution and Behaviour of the LOG Haar- 
nock and Balmerino. 4 


= 


L "Deke Mr; Gives,” 9 1 746, ; ineunte anno. 

BELIEVE it is impoſſible for me to diſ- 
1 agree with you on any other ſcore, than 
the ſcanty pittances you allot me of your com- 
pany; and, if I have diſcloſed any ſymproms 


of reſentment on that account, you will, per- 
haps, overlook them, out of regard to the mo- 


tive from which they proceeded, I thank you 
for your peruſal of that trivial poem. If I were 
going to print it, I ſhould give way to your 


remarks implicitly, and would not dare to do 


otherwiſe. But ſo long as I keep it in manuſcript, 
you will pardon my filly prejudices, if I chuſe 
to read and ſhew it with the addition of moſt 
of my new ſtanzas. I own, I have a fondneſs 
fer ſeveral, imagining them to be more in Spen- 
ſer's way, yet more independent on the an- 
tique phraſe, than any part of the poem ; and, 
on that account, I cannot yet prevail on myſelf 
to baniſh them entirely; but were I to print, I 
ſhould (with /ome reluftance) give way to your 


 Fnciments (which 1 r are 3 namely, 


that 
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that they render the work too diffuſe and 
flimzy, and ſeem rather excreſcences than el. 


ſential parts of it. 


5 N . f 4 
8 4 * * 7 % * . 4 1 
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Bum of theſe Shines, 1 1 no more now... 1 
purpoſe ſtaying a month with Mr. Whiſtler in 
December, if it ſuits him; and then. I hope I 
ſhall have a great deal of your company. Let 
me hear ſomething 1 in your next of your bmeflic 
affairs. I beg you would not make any grand 
deciſion, without giving me ſome Previous 1 
formation. 1 eſteem this as due to the frienc- 
ſhip 1 have ſo long profeſſed for you, an an 4 from 
the n Ian Aufi ſo > Jong ble for 
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I Look Ws the — 2 hat two Lords a5 
equally decent upon their reſpective principles. 
Lord Kilmarnock, I ſuppoſe, joined the rebels 
through a view of bettering his cireumſtances, 
conſcious to himſelf that he was guilty of 2 

crime the moment he did ſo. This is agreeable | 
to his ſpeech before the Lords, and to that 
melancholy which he diſcoyered upon the ſcaf- 
fold. Death, aggravated by guilt, would ſit 
heavier upon him than upon the other, even 
ſuppoſing him to have had the ſame reſolution. 
Balmerino- 8 life was s quite unie, and his death 

th g equal 


LETTERS, „ 


equal to the character he aimed at. we are to 
obſerve, that he meant to ſuffer as a Friend to 
the. Stewarts, a Soldier, and a Scotſman. The 
firſt he manifeſted when he came out of the 
Tower, by his reply of God fave King Js; 
the ſecond, by his dreſs, and numberleſs oſt en- 
rations of intrepidity ; the laſt, by his plaid 
night · cap. Did you hear the ſtory of his 


ſending a meſſage to Lord Kilmarnock? * That 
„he had been practiſing how to lye upon the 


« block ; and had found out, the eaſieſt way of 
« receiving the blow was, to bite his tongue 
* hard: or even if he bit it off, it was no 
ee matter, they ſhould have no further uſe for it.“ 
His behaviour ſeems to have wanted coolneſs, 
or elſe to equal that of Adrian, Cato, Sir T. 
More, &c. or any of thoſe heroes who had 
ſpirit enough 'to make an oſtentation of their un- 
concern. I had, from the printed accounts of 
their behaviour, an idea of their perſons, 
exactly conformable to the deſeription I read 


afterwards in your paper ; but enough you 


end me ſterling matters of fact, and I return 

you tinſel obſervations.—I thank you for ac- 

xenting Crõmèrtie and Balmerino ; 'E, learnt 
ene from you before. 


I avs 


124 MR. SHENSTONE's 


1 HAVE had little company ſince I for vou.— 
One day indeed I was ſurprized by a viſit from 
Mr. Thomſon, Author of the Seaſons.— Mr. 
Lyttelton introduced him.—I have not room 
to tell you all that paſſed.— They praiſed my 
place extravagantly ;—propoſed alterations, &c. 
Thomſon was very facetious, and very com- 
plaiſant; invited me to his houſe at Richmond. 
There were many things ſaid worth telling, but 
not writing to you.— This has been a ſummer 
that I have ſpent more ſocially than any one 
theſe three years. I expect a good deal more 
company this week, the next, and the week 
after. — Lady Luxborough talks of coming, 
and I believe will—The viſit would bring my 
little walks into repute—When will the time 
come, that I ſhall enjoy your company here a 
month uninterrupted? Dear Os” 


5 


Yours moſt fatally, Cl 


W. SHENSTONE. 


XLII. To 


* ' 
* 1 — 


| XII. To the ſame, 1 a new „ Theory of 
| _ Political * | 


\ 


"Dads Mr. Graves, 


HAVE lately received A letter from Mr. 
Whiſtler, © which conveys your compli- 
ments to me, and, by ſo doing, prompts me to 
acknowledge the receipt of your laſt kind 
letter. I obſerve you adhere ſtrictly to the apoſ- 
tolical -precept pf being ſwift to Bear, flow 
« to ſpeak;” the latter part of Which I would 
fain contlude: OPER: req Og toe 1 0 


| "Send a I ſen, is not a little kw 
raſſed with his mills at Whitchurch. I have 
long had an eye upon his advertiſement in the 
London Evening Poſt, and been not a little 
ſcandalized thereat. What has the name of a 
poet to do with the publication of lands and 
tenements? or the idea of harmony with the 
| noiſe of a water-mill? yet has he extracted 
muſic from the ſubje&, and mirch from his miſ- 
fortunes; having ſent me a ballad upon the 
miller, written with much eaſe and ſome drol - 
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ſaggeſt to you— © Alcinoo Poma, &c.” As to 


i156 MR. HENS TONE 8 


As to the light i in. ich you FO your ks 
fent fortunes, 1 can only ſay, that you have 
not that ſituation I could wiſh you for your own 
fake r for ſo far as I am concerned in your ele- 
vation, I ean aſſure you very faitlifully, that ns 
circumſtances in the world could more endear 


you to my affection, or recommend you to my 


reſpect, than the preſent. My 'afedion, you 
will eaſil obſerve, from the very nature of af. 
fection in general, would ſtand no chance to be 
increaſed by your promotion; and as for re: 
ſpect, if 1 knew the degree you deſired, | 
would acquit myſelf of it to your ſatisfaction 
now ; and were you ſettled at Lambeth, I ſhould 
expect that you would require no more from me 


upon that account; at leaſt in private: ſo 


that, ſo far as either deference or friendſbip is 
concerned, you are an Archbiſhop to me to all 


intents and purpoſes.— As to figure in the world, 


it depends much, I know, upon advancement; 
and yet even here you will be ever ſure of that 


kind of weight which ingenuity gives; diſ- 
-cernible to the /naller indeed, but undoubtedly 
the more valuable part of the world but this 


is improper, as it is philo ofophy, and as it is ad- 
vice; neither of which is it ſuitable for me to 


the 


* 


5 


LETTER 6. e 


the long 1 of my lamentations, I will not 


now enter upon the reaſonableneſs. of them. 
It si a ſubject, to tell you the truth, on which 
you cannot reply without ſome danger of 


| hurting me. — As for politics (you will blame 
this letter for dwelling ſo much upon the ſubject 


of yours); but as for politics, I think poet are 
tories by nature, ſuppoſing them to be by na- 


ture poets.— The love of an individual perſon 
or family, that has worn a crown for many ſuc- 
ceſſions, is an inclination greatly adapted to the 


fanciful tribe. On the other hand, mathema - 


ticians, abſtract- reaſoners, of no manner of at- 
tachment to perſons, at leaſt to the vi/ible part 
of them, but prodigiouſlly devoted to the ideas 
of virtue, liberty, and ſo forth, are generally 
whigs, It happens agreeably enough to this 
maxim, that the whigs are friends to that wiſe 
plodding, un-poetical people the Dutch. The 
tories, on the other hand, are taken mightily 
with that ſhewy, oſtentatious nation the French. 
Fox-hunters, that reſide amongſt the beauties 
of nature, and bid defiance to art, in ſhort, 
that have intellects of a poetical turn, are fre- 
quently tories; citizens, merchants, &c. that 
ſcarce ſee wh nature is, and conſequently 
have no pretenſions to a poetical taſte, are, I 


wink, generally ä and whiggiſh ;— 


but 
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but perhaps I carry this too far.— Something | 
there is in it however, you will ſee : not that! 
would apply what I here fay' to patticufar reyo. 
Jutions, &c. I would only advance ſomething 
general and ſpeculative. Nor would I approve 
or condemn by this any one ſet of people how 
exiſting. Nor would I have you pretend to ffi 
but my party from any thing L have ſaid; forT 
am of none. The letter I fent you laſt was 
1al, and when I ſee you I will tell you the 
occaſion. I abſolutely agree with you in every 
tittle of your political obſervations I am glad 
Ido; for I know the poiſonous nature of party: 
and though wwe are neither violent,-yer/Ithould 
fear it. My ſchemes are doubrful- at preſent, 
but my face is ſet towards Bath. I am confi- 
dent of the ſer vice thoſe waters would dome 
I hope you will exhilarate me with à letter ſoon. 
would fain have furniſhed out à letter to 
amufe you after ſo long a ſilence, hut I find 
myſelf Aunbie; even as” unable as n; 
"Fw n — er e. 1 a 2 
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: Yours ELLIS 
RE, Sant open A £33060 710 
| The Leaſows, 92 — 9 I ihn 
April 6, 174. ws ane 
XIII. 7 0 


— ——— — ——ê —— - 


** * 1 , "Re ; - 5 * 1 i : 
"ER"T THR-8 125 
| | 5 129 
ws £ » p - b 
Fl | : 5 = 


PS F. s 7 >... Þ 
f 14 


XIII. Conrinvaion of th ſame, 


The 1 en 


Dear Mr, 8 N x - May 115 1740. | 
Tnouan 1 feel an irreſiſtible propenſity 


to write to you this very poſt, yet I can- 
not ſay that I am able to advance any thing 
tending either to your own or my ſatisfaction.— 


What is worſt of all is, I cannot fix the time of 5 


ſeeing you with ſo much preciſion as I would 
always endeavour where my pleaſure is ſo much 
'ctoncerned—T will tell you the whole affair. —1 
have for a long ſeaſon purpoſed to drink the 
Bath waters this ſpring ; and did think of ſet- 


ting out in a week's time, when J received your 


letter, purpoſing to ſtay there a month; and 
from thence take a circuit which ſhould indulge 
me in a fight, of you, Mr. Whiſtler, and ſome 


few others in my way home. The latter part 
of this ſcheme (though far the more agreeable 


to me) was rather doubrful and precarious ; 
depending (as you expreſs it) on the ſtate of 
my finances after a. month's continuance at Bath ; 

which I conſidered, and do conſider, as a very 
probable means of bettering my conſtitution.— 
Nowl covet. to ſee you ſo much, that I woald 
Br K | bing 
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bring nothing but health in competition.— | 
What I wiſh is, that you could, With conveni- ; 
ence, either haſten or delay your Journey, that l 
you might find me before mine, or after my | 
return, though | ſhould infinitely, and for many | 
reaſons, prefer the former. long to talk 

with you, particularly. now. 1 have much to 

ſay in regard to our friend's amour, to which 

you alluded i in your laſt. requeſt 3 It as a farcur 

of you, that you would. conjure bim, by the 
friendſhip I haye ever born him, and by auy auy 

eſteem Which he has ever Men | for be | 

that he would do nothing very, material” "he . 

affair till I have. talked it oven, 2235 


my arne ee wo e 0 en 


1 AM, bot willing the, balance. ſhould; ruca 
entirely on the whig ſide: I wauld give it a 
greater equilibrium, if the following ſuggeſtion 
might effect it. Tories, I ſaid, have great, 
and ſometimes partial aſſections for the perſon of 
a king— We will ſuppoſe that kings are alter- 
nately good and bad: their loyalty to the good 
one is commendable; their partiality to the bad 
one not to be vindicated. Whigs have 10 
paſſion, no gratitude, towards the good prince: 
there they are wrong. They are ſevere upon 
the bad one, in which they are juſtiſiable. 
| 5 with 


* 
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with 1 had not 7 598-4 chats * diſtine- | 
tions, this miſerable ſpecimen of my. bolitics. 
I proteſt againit all epiſtolary diſpares. -I am 
now embarraſſed in one, on, mach ſuch another 

ſcore, which fills up all my! letter; 5 for love the 

aſt word, like a ſcold or a child.—T thank you 
for your little anecdotes from time to time: 
you may depend upon it, that 1 haye never 
heard any thing before; for I never do heat any 

thing I am one very thankful letter i in debt to 
your neighbour. Whiſtler. | 1 have at preſent 

nothing but the propenſs ty of a good correſpon- 
dent; but I will write ſoon. In the mean 
time, if Jou ſee him, aſk him if he goes to 
Bath or Briſtol this ſeaſon—1 beg you would 
urite to me directly when yot can come, and 
how I may regulate my motions fo as to be 
beſt aſſured of ſeeing train. o not gp 

Er Tan bil ich, 
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XLIV. To * 1 on the Mixture of Di 


fore and Pain. N 


Dear Mr. Graves, $471 1 une e the he Lens, 

T is now, I believe; near half a year ſince I 
had the favour of a letter from you. When 

1 wrote laſt, I diſcovered a more than ordinary 
ſolicitude for one immediate anſwer. It puzzles 


me to account for your unuſual ſilence, other- 


wiſe than upon ſuppoſition of ſome offence you 
have taken: and it puzzles me as much to gueſs 


by what behaviour of mine I have been ſo an. 


happy as to "ye 7ou that offence. | 
I ar vain enough to imagine chat che little 
merit I have, deſerves ſomewhat more regard 
than J have met with from the world. Be that 
as it will, the diſappointment I muſt undergo, 
by any appearance of negle& from the friends 
I value, would more effeftually diſpirit me than 
1 65 other whatſocyer. | 
I nave . publiſhed my defight of | viſiting 3 you, 
and Mr. Whiſtler in Oxfordſhire, to all the 


world.” A thouſand incidents have hitherto in- 


2 terfered 


Mb ©, wa} = 
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terfered with it, which I will not now recount. 
But when I look back upon the regular ſuc» 
ceſſion of them, it looks as if Deſtiny had 
ſome hand in detaining me. The moſt vigorous 
of my hopes dwell upon ſeeing you next winter, 


though I am not a little indulgent to thoſe thar 
tell me I may ſee your: long OPIN 


I HAVE brought my 10 here to greater 
perfection than it has ever yet appeared in; 
and, with the mob, it is in ſome vogue. Ne- 
vertheleſs, I do not know that I ever reliſhed 
it leſs in my life than I have done this ſummer. 
Bad health, bad ſpirits, no company to my 
mind, and no correſpondences, are enough to 
blaſt the ſweeteſt ſhades, and to poiſon the 
pureſt fountains. Some of theſe misfortunes 
| can impure to my own miſconduct, and it em- 
bitters them. The two laſt I can leſs account 
for, having at all rimes done all I was able to 
recommend myſelf to my friends, behaving at 
the ſame time with\ courteſy to the reſt of the 
world. The fact is not true; otherwiſe 1 might 


reſolve it into this, that I Mans am idle, and all 
the world i is ye | 


1 FANCY you will imagine I lay too. much 
ſtreſs upon Mr. Thomſon's viſt, when I men- 
Ki'y 7! tion 


* 


— — * * 
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gion the following ee hos! 3 Pan 
VirgiFs grovee - 


& CEL E8M9, POET.R 


co THOMSON, .. 
te 710 FONTES' 1LLI NON FARTIPIVOS 
| 2 Ge 8. | 


4 SEDEM HANC ORNAVIT. 5 


( Que abi que tali reddam pro carmine 
tt Nam neque me tantum vanientis * fibilus Autri 
Nec pereuſſa juvant flactu tam e 05 


„ „ 
Fc e inter decurrun duni ralles. "FA 
31 9 Err 4 | Ne Vue, 


I want your opinion or! it, And valle 5 it were 


not better thus, 3 | 
Fo. 100 TOUT & 16} 52H 


99.1791 e eee, 
07 CVMQVICQYID' VBIQVE RVRIS 67 
40 ws AVT AMOENVM. Avr VA | 
Ain bus vi IRE DEPINXERAT, 53/1 554. 
25 « HO ETIAM nnn N FASTIDIVIT.”. 


; Bur you. |. will diſcover: ; at t frſt glance an impro- 
priety in both Now I am upon inſcriptions, I 
ſend you one from a coin dug up very near me 
a few Weeks ar e "Na 1 . dons! 


„ The verſe whiſpers here. 5 
$1 PE! 2 Round 


I. = DT; 'T * R . +: 292" 
LCAIANG HAM „ 
- Road the head Sy 34 7 


« IMP e Av GER bac „ MY 


* oy * - 


On the reyerſe, 
«yp * OPTIMO. PRINCIPL, cos. vi“ 


Wrkin which is an 3 figure Suing, with' 
one hand reclined upon, a wand; the other, as 

I take it, Holding forth an olive —[ have given 
my opinion, it is one of Trajan s; and my Vir- 
moſo character will reſt upon the truth of it. 
Ir is a filver coin, but very obſcure. There ap- 
pears a large maſs of ruins, rough ſtone, very 
ſtrongly cemented, where they found it —If 
you were here, it might amuſe you. 

He.avinzss may endure for e de joy 
cometh in the morning. -I have ſo ſettled a 
notion of the proportionate - mixture of plea- 
ſure and pain in this life, that I expect one to 
ſucceed the other as naturally as day and night. 
I own, this is owing to the ſoul as much as to 
outward incidents. Sorrow prepares it for 
mirth, and vice verſa Ehe durations of both 
differ —Laſt ſummer I fpent agreeably; this 
quite otherwiſe To-day F have been quite me- 


lancholy; I expect happineſs' to-morrow from 
„%% either 


wo — 
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either an aptitude of mind, or ſome. incideny 
ſufficient to overcome its inaptitude.—Perhaps 


that incident may be a letter from Ful wiſh 
| 10 may, N 8 am moſt AMT 


150 be 


If? 1 4+ N {4.5 2 


a 8. 
{x W Cin of Veſpatian given 1 75 to-day, 
and. 1 begin a collection: if you haye any. du- 
plicates, you will pleaſe to oblige me.—I want 


to correct my elegies, by your aſſiſtance.— will 
begin no more. 
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XLV. To the fame, wich Thoughts on Advice, 


1 The de 

Det Mr. Graves, bens 1 05 8 21, 1747. 
1 AM under ſome apprehenſion that you dread 
be ſight of a letter from me, as it ſeems to 
lay claim to the compliment of an anſwer. I 
will therefore write you one that ſhall wave 
its privilege, at leaſt till ſuch time as your 
leiſure encourages, or your preſent diſſipation 


des not forbid you to 1 * dare now no 


5 OY. longer 
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longer expatiate upon the affair you have in 
hand; it is enough for me, if you will excuſe 
the Freecom I' have taken. I have often known - 
delay produce good eſfeds in ſome caſes which 
even ſagacity itſelf could not ſurmount; and, if 
I thought I did not go too far, would preſume to 
recommend it now. You know I have very little 
of the temper of an alderman, I almoſt hate 
the idea of wealthineſs as much as the word, It 
ſeems to me to carry a notion of fulneſs, ſtagnation, 
and inſignificancy. It is this diſpoſition of mine 
hat can alone give. any weight to the advice I 
ſend you, as it proves me not to give it through 
any partiality to fortune. As to what remains, 
you are, I hope, aſſured of the value I myſt 
ever have for you in any circumſtances, and the 
regard I ſhall ent, ſhew for. any that be- 
longs to you. I cannot like you Jeſs or more.— 
I now drop into other matters. Bergen, I ſee, 
is taken at laſt ; pray what: are the ſentiments 
of your oolitical companions? I dined ſome time 
ago with Mr, Lyttelton and Mr. Pitt, who | both 
agreed it was worth twenty thouſand 1 men to the 
French; which is a light in which T never uſed 
to conlider it. Any little intimation that you 
pleaſe to confer upon me, enables me to ſeem 
wiſe in this country for a month; particularly 


if I take care to adjuſt my face accordingly.— 


238, MR. SHENSTONE'S 
As I was returning laſt Sunday from church, 
whom ſhould 1 meet in my way, bur that  fwveet- 
fouled bard. Mr. James, Thomſon, in a chaiſe 
drawn by two horſes lengthways.—1 welcomed 
him into the country, and aſked him to accom- 
pany Mr. Lyttelton to the Leaſows (who had 
offered me a, viſit), which he Promiſed to do. 
So I am in daily expectations of them and 
all the world this week. 1 fancy they will 
layich all their praiſes upon nature, reſerving 
none for poor art and me. But if I ever lire, 
and am able to perfect my ſchemes, I ſhall not 
deſpair of pleaſing the few I firſt began with; 
the few friends prejudiced in my Java, and then 
o Fico por os Ta gadget _ Cenfures: will 


a 4 


wind Wich 1 N 1 think it pretty 
near equal, in a country place, whether vo 
gain the ſmall number of taſters, or the large 
croud of the _ vulgar. _ The latter are more 

frequently met with, and gape, flupent, and fare 
much more. But one would chuſe to pleaſe, a 
few friends of taſte before. mob or gentry, , the 
great yulgar or the ſmall ; becauſe therein one 
gratifies both one s "Gat paſſions and one's 
15 that is, one's /elf- P. Above aff things, 
I would. with-to — 1 and if 3 


25 1 * 
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with that proj jets or is prominent. Beyond the: 
reſt, it is to ſee Jou placed to your ſatisfaction 
near me; but Fortune muſt vary from ber uſual 


treatment before the favours me ſo far.—Ahd 
yet there was a time, when one might probably 


have prevailed on her, I knew not what to do 


The affair was ſo intricately circumſtanced— 
your ſurprizing filence after the hint I gave.— 
Mr. D— offering to ſerve any frien 
nay, preſſing me to uſe the opportunity. —His 
other relations, his guardians, teizing him with 


ſure ſymptoms of a rupture in caſe of à refuſal 


on their ſide Mr. P. ſoliciting me if the 


—— were fold, which it could not legally be. 


Friendſhip, propriety, impartiality, ſelf-intereſt 


(which I /ittle regarded), endeavouring to diſtract 


me; I think I never ſpent ſo diſagreeable an 
half. year ſince I was born. To cloſe the whole, 
I could not foreſee the event, which is almoſt 


foretold in your laſt letter, and I knew I could 
not ſerve you ; but I muſt render it a neceſſary 


one. In ſhort, when I can tell you the whole 
affair at leiſure, you will own. it to be of fuch 
aà nature, that I muſt be ever in ſuſpeuce con- 

cerning my behaviour, and of courſe ſhall ne- 
ver reflect on it with pleaſure. Believe mes vith 
ms trueſt e yours, 
W. Siinhbidies, 
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IVI. To erden, ben The: Lame Ll 


„Dar Sir, i 4 0 YO FTIR ene 1740. 


T is not much above two hours ſince I re- 
- ceived your obliging letter, and I am al. 


22 dy ſet down to anſwer it. To ſpeak the 


truth, I had almoſt given you over: J ima- 

gined you had taken umbrage at ſome ex. 
preſſion or cireumftance in my epiſtle, and were 
determined to make me ſenſible you did ſo, by 
your filence. I hope, this error of mine will ſerve 
to eſtabliſh one rule on both ſides. n. is Wha 


1 


11111 


ought, I am ſure, always to take place, where 


people wiſh' a perpetuity of 'friendfhip, 1 
mean, never, upon circumſtances of difreſped, 


n 


8 
% 
5 2 I 2 1% 1 7 8 
* A + 1 3 7 1 * x * #3 £ ry 11 j 


Fi AM very rave; fo you may depend on'the 


1 incerity of all I ſhall ſay. I ſaw feveral beau- 
ties in your former elegy; but, though it was 
« formoſa,” it did not appear to me ipfa 
'« forma.” I like this that you have now ſent 
very much. It has a fimplicity which your laſt 


a little wanted, and has thought enough, I 
begin to be ſeldom pleaſed with the compoſitions 
of others, or my own; but I could be really 


fand 
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find of this, with a few alterations, that I 


could propoſe :—but you muſt know, at the 
fame time, that theſe are ſuch as no one would 


N. 


approve beſide myſelf.—1 know it.— However, 


there are ſome 2 faults in it. 


InavE been ds mortified i in my wad 
dents of late.—I even faid in my haſte, All 
friends are faithleſs — G, after a month's 


expectation, which he had confirmed to me, 


of ſeeing him here, let me know about à fort- 
night ſince, that 1 had more leiſure than him; 
and, lince it did not ſuit his convenience to 
come, I ought to take the opportunity of vi- 
ſting him, and ſeeing Derbyſhire - while he 
continues in .it— W— has. not wrote to me 
theſe ſix weeks. Outing has been, moreover, 
dumb for the ſame ſpace of time; and I pur- 
poſe in my heart to behave with ſome diſtance 
towards both, for this e Klee BE: 1110 of 
circumſtantial evidence), | 


II is 1 you 8 ante a day or two to 
come and ſee me. My wood grows exceſſively 
pleaſant, and its pleaſantneſs vexes me; becauſe 
nobody will come ng can alle. it. 


YouR 
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| Youn haha, Honig to poo 1 3 
is much the ſame with mine; but from the 


gaiery of your ſtyle. and deſigns, I colleft chat it 
is greatly: _— e ae Bix is 


1 Dnavs.. an glove, 45 elegies, Ry Sp two 1 
epicaphs (one upon myſelf), three ballads, four 
ſongs, and a ſerpentine river, to ſhew you when 
you come. Will the compoſitions come fafe to R 
you, if 1, ſend my book, which. contains the 
only copies of ſeveral things (which I could 
not remember if they were loſt) but 1 Will 
not ſend them. If my horſe gets well, I may 
eſſay a viſit, for two days, and bring them with. 
me, that I may make comments while-you read 
them, as e ee author to 9050 6m: 


f 1 AM 8 Aa A 5 from the ice : 
cences of Lord Dudley's; but I do not find 
that “vient l'appetit en mangeant, that 1 
grow fonder of my collection proportionably as 
it inereaſes. i 


I sHouLD. think myſelf fortunate enough at 
preſent, if, like you, I could only find that I 
had been mentioned for a vacant poſt; but I have 
withdrawn all my views from court-preferment, 


and fixed them on finding a pot of money, 
which 


which 1 determine to be the far more e probable 
ſcheme. : 5 Y on A , 

I nave little health mf Fe n TIO 
tion, ſo that no one need envy me and yet, 
believe, there are that do. Is any enviable 
but ſuch as are unambitious? I never ſhall' be 


engroſſed all happineſs to themſelves, and left 
the reſt of the world nothing but hopes and 
poſſeſſions. Vet Tdo not much feel the pains of 


ambition, While I am converſing with ingenious 


it hurts me. Let me adviſe 


of it, to dread the company of — 
out- of- the- way people, and, in one word, has 
men of genius call the vulgar. Tou run ten 


or unknowingly, amongſt the latter of theſe, 


paper is filled. 


Do write ſon- , 


7 ? 


able to reckon myſelf of that tribe, which have 
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friends of my own level: but in uu | 


times, the riſque of being mortified, voluntarily 


to what you do amongſt men of ſenſe and po—- 
liteneſs, be ey ever 955 ne en "ye | 


XLVII. To 


94 AM R. H ENS T'ON E's by 


. To 1 fame. ; 

en 1b is ſomewhere abou 

5 5% + feats Mn F J * he 
THINK I baue lived to. out correlpond 
almoſt all my correſpondents; whether you 

are the laſt that is to be ſubdued, I will. not fay; ; 
the reſt are ſo fatigued, that they are not able 
to atchieve a line. Apprized of chis, and 
ing by nature diſpoſed: to have mercy on the 
vanquiſhed, ©&'parcere ſubjectis, I feldom write 
2 ſyllable more than is requiſite: to further ſome 
ſcheme, or aſcertain ſome interview, the latter 
of theſe being the purpoſe of 1h. mine epiſlle. 
I am in great hopes L ſhall be at liberty to ſee 
you ere many weeks be. paſt; and would beg of 
you, in the mean time, to inform me, by a 
letter, when I am likely, or when very un- 
likely, to meet with you at home. I am detain- 
ed, juſt at preſent, by continual: e of 
_ the Hagley family. Tat 


44 


As I was reg trons! church on - Bandy 
laſt, whom ſhould I meet in a chaiſe, with two 
borſes length-ways, but that right friendly bard, 


Mr. 


CO ID — 2 2 — 
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Mr. Thomſon ? I complimented him upon his 


arrival in this country, aud aſked him to at- 


company Mr: Lyttelton 10 The Leaſows, which 


he ſaid he would with abundance of pleaſure; 


and ſo we-parted:. . You will obſerve, that the 
more ſtreſs 1 lay upon this viſit, and the more I 


diſcover to you, the more ſubſtantial is my 


apology for defetring mine into Watwickſhite, 
| own, I am pleaſed with the proſpect of ſhews 


ing them fomerhing at The Leaſows beyond 


what they expect. I have begun my terras on 
the high hill I ſhewed you, made ſome conſi- 
derable improvements in Virgil's grove, and 


finiſhed a walk from it to the houſe, after a 


manner Which you will approve. They are 

going to build a caſtle in the; parlꝭ round the 
lodge, . if well enecuted, muſt have a 
good effect And 
build a rotund to terminate the viſto. The 
fault is, that they anticipate every thing which 
| propoſe to do when I become rich; but as that 
is never likely to be, perhaps it is not of any 
importanee;—bat ulla term rich, implies no 


great deal; I beliete, you are à witneſs to the 


moderation of my deſires; and I flatter myſelf 


that you will believe your friend in that jury 
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they are going likewiſe te 
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« Sede non n ilum dibi 50 ſoeleſts. 

Plebe dilectum, neque fic ces: 
. „Sie ſhers Wr potuiſſe naſci 
SS) . Recke n po 
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tag! a; come to your 4 doſe, . I will not 
goto ſee Mr. M—. He has been twice as near 
me as The Grange, with C— L—,/and never 
deemed my place worth ſeeing. I doubt, you 
are à little too modeſt in praiſing it wherever 
you go. Why don't you applaud it with both 
hands, * utroque pollice *“ Parcentes ego 
dexteras odi, ſparge roſas. I am fo very 
partial to my native place, that it ſeems a mi- 
racle to me that it is not more famous. But ] 
complain unjuſtly of you; for, as you have 
always contributed to my happineſs, you have 
taken every opportunity to contribute to my 
figure. I wiſh I could ſay the ſame VE” 
* it more in n . 1 0 


CCC 


1 HAVE yet. — W Sans fay to 
you—nor. now, chough Lady L's visit J 
reſerve till I fee you: A coach with a coronet 
is a pretty kind of phenomenon. at my door 
few prettier, except the face of ſuch a friend 
run 4 * Ido 1 not t want the grace to prefer 2 
8 UL CYL IL Ss SET 1 4 3 - generous 


generous and ſpirired friendſhip to all the gew⸗ 
gaus that ambition can contrive. 1 have wrote 


to look over before I come:=1 know not how to 
proper covering for * Thus & ödores, & piper; 
" il nn chaten amiitur OF". 
At ! dear * | 
| Beliere * ever jours; 


Be | x w. Snkxsroxk. 


out my elegies, and heartily wiſh you had then 


ſend them. I ſhall bring and leave ſome poetry 
with you." Thus & 6dores!” or rather 4 


v. To tlie ſame; with a Song: 


Hen Sie. N Ws 7 


Rena juſt rettete {roi a ſmall excurſion, 
| was with the utmoſt pleaſure that T read 
over your letter; and, though it abounds both 
in wit and waggery, I fit down W to 
anſwer it with none. 5 


Tas oquctnblently of. your leber i is - — 
heightened by the ſurprize they give me. I 
L 2 muſt 


e 
„ 
1 


— 
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muſt own, I have thought you in a manner. loſt 
to the amuſements in which you once delighted, 
correſpondences, works of taſte and fancy, 
&c., If you think the opinion worth removing, 


you need only favour me with ſuch a letter now 
and then, and I will place you (in my imagina- 
tion) where you. ſhall ſee all the favourites 


of fortune cringing at your feet. f 

Irmxk I could add about half a dozen hints 
to your obſervations on electricity, which might 
at /ea/t diſguiſe the facts; and then why will you 
not put it into ſome news · paper, or monthly pamph· 
let? youmightdiſcover yourſelf to whom you have 
a mind. It would give more than ordinary plea- 


ſure at this time. —Somè other. will take the 


hint.—Pity your piece ſhould not have the ad- 
vantage of e as well as of wit! 1 


I DIN RD nk ſtayed. a night with Dr. ; 
he was extremely obliging, and I am glad of 
fuch a friend to viſit at B. He aſked, much 

after Jou—He dhewed. me his Ovid—I adviſed 
him to finiſh ſome one epiſtle highly, that he 


might ſhew ir, —The whole will not take, though 


it goes againſt me to tell him ſo. I ſhould be 


glad he could ſucceed at B.; and could I ferve 


oo him, 


os 


- CAE T DIE /R-S us 
him, it would be with à ſafe conſcience; for T 
take him to excel the reſt of B. phyſicians far 
in «you of * Nr ere N Eid 


I s£ND you the fong you aſked Fu, and 1 re- 
queſt of you to write me out your new edition 
of the election verſes; and, at your « ifure, a 
copy of the * which we 3 e 


e EENE. 


« Go, tuneful bird, that gladd'ſt the ſkies, 
TO Daphne's window ſpeed thy Way, 
« And there on quiy'ring pinjons riſe, 
% And there thy vocal art dilplay. 


And if ſhe deign thy notes to "MULY 
And if ſhe praiſe thy matin ſong; 
« Tell her, the ſounds that ſooth her ear, 


« To Wen Bri e birds . 


885 ah 


«Tell kane? in livalier "lain array d, 
« The bird from Indian groves may tine. 
“Rut aſk the lovely, partial maid, 
Do What are his notes compar'd to thine ? 
„ 


1 


|; 
| 
| 
{ 


— 
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t Then bid her treat that witleſs beau, 
„ And all his motley race with ſom, 
tt And heal deſerving Damon's woe, 

F6 Who ſings her . and 2 515 forlarn," 


- 


law, A7 
"Your moſt ru friend and forvae, i 


W. ee 


| Have you read Watſon, Martyn, and Freke, | 
on electricity? F accidental} ly met with the two 
former, by which my head is rendered almoſt 
giddy —electrics, non- electrics, eleftrics er ſe, 
and bodies that are only conductors of electricity, 


| have a plagny bad effect on 1 vortical a brain 


/ 


4 WILL nfanbly Pont: 4 dect wht ok 
perhaps about February, if it ſuits 251 Sovgh 


as mine. 


| think uw ie moſt be 7 755 wit 


* * o 1 + 


* 


I HAYE bean painting in water oats; during 
a viſit I made, flowers. I would recommend the 


amuſement to you, if you nn e time , 
that is CUPS: ae dee Net's loi 


I TRUST you will give me one entire week i in 
* ti when my late- Alterations may exe 


= i: £6 


XLIX. To 


; | 
FA WE - #1, & 17 1975 & it 5s 
2 vw" , * 3 1 a - 1 » Ps 

I cr” * KX 8. #4 1 15 1 


5 4 —— JE : F2 1 2 8 p PS | e 8 ; 1 : SR 5 7 
4 -* . Pu 
1 
xu. To: he «fame, a aſe a vin. 


ee e Sage 
Dear W Pi eb. 14, 1747. 4 | 


12 tempted once More 70 blen for 
the unſeafonable viſit 1 paid you, though I 
feel myſelf entirely innocent in that reſpect, 
eren as much as the poſt-bsy was guilty 5 for 
had my previous letter arrived in due time, you 
had then been furniſhed with an opportunity of 
5 K Hes company ell a more convenient ſea- 

as only, or, at teaft, chiefly uneaſy 
1900 your account. I ſpent my time very agree- 
ably, and only leſs ſo than I might, had I not 
been conſcious to myſelf, char 1 Was enen 


upon domeſtic bee b 


1 * Sundey n and the next day 

at Mr. Wren's ; and am now juſt returned from 
Mr. Dolman s, WhO has made me 4 genteel 
prefent of Spence's Polymetis. I have not yet 
read many dialogues in it, but I have dipped in 
ſeveral ; and have reaſon to be well enough 
farisfied with the fimple and uninvidious manner 
in which he has introduced Mr. Lowth's poem. 


I have n known of this intended introducti on 
Ls ? 8 
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{which I accidentally found to have been ſettled 
betwixt them before I publiſhed mine on the 
ſame ſabje&), and a little dreaded the form of 
it. 1 have long ago made conſiderable improve. 
ments in min and have a mind one day to 
publiſh it once more; after which, let it ſleep 
in peace, I have 3 thought of Print. 
ing my next title- page thus, via. Poems 
conſiſting of Songs, Odes, and Elegies, wich 
an improved edition of The Judgement of Her: 
cules, and of: The School - miſtreſg. But I have 
but yery few critical acquaintance, . and Llive at 
a. great diſtance from thoſe I have; ſtationed 


N 580 ren wo WY aki WT ah 
en Sei 08 


ö nts 10 Ata jor 
Fe Fay 5 — had with my fon ga: 11 
fe F rom wit, from ene from thee! 
TE CAME MON = 10 PARNELL. 


know 1 have tlirown'a 2 great, number of rare 
ſeſs things . into your hands. "1 know to how 1 
intruſted my follies; but Know 157 What they 
are :—1 believe, | in general, that they conſiſt 'of 
mis-begorzen embryos and abortive births, Which 
it bad been merely c decent to bave buried in— 
ſome part of my garden; but '1 * Was morally 
% aſſured, that you would expoſe nothing of mine 
10 my Le As to ſome that are % 


emperfect, 
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| imperfect you” ewomiles your obſervations, and . 
1 deſire you would make them with the utmoſt. 
freedom. I can bear any cenſure which you 
ſhall paſs by way af letter, and I beg once, 
more that you en not be ſparing. It will be 
eſteemed as great a favour as you can do me. 
When they — gone chrough your hands, 
and choſe of ont or two more friends, I ſhall, 
perhaps, think of publiſhing them; though as | 

to that, much depends upon the advice I-re- | 
ceive, and previouſly on the opportunity I have | 
of receiving. I am in hopes that you will be 

pretty full in diſcovering to me, 2 yon 

diſlike the leafty tohat fuulis you find; and what 

improvements they are capable. of. I ſet you a 

tedious taſk ; but I will return the favour as far 1 

as Jam able, either in the ſame way or any other. | 
This brings me to ſay, that, if there be any 

compoſitions of yours that you. would have me 

correct (and there are ſeveral of which I want a 

copy), I would beg you to ſend them. Your Black- 

bird excels any ſinging-bird I ever heard, and I 

beſeech you to cortvey it to The Leaſows by the 

next opportunity, that he may acquire fame 
near other rills, and in other valleys, than thoſe 

in which he was produced, 1 have many com- 

pliments to make in- your country; to Mr. H—, 

Mrs. N—, Mrs. + Mr, 88 Mr. 1—. and | 1 
your 3188 
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your brother. If I go over to Mr. W-, I 
will affuredly call and ſpend a night with you. 
That is precarious. But whether I do or not, 
I would willingly hope to ſee you this ſpring 
and ſummer more than once; as a critic and as a 
Friend: not do I forget the promiſe of Mr. H-- 
and Mr. F< büt ef — hots whheti'? 
fend for the papers, which I' purpoſe 1d do 
to-morrow N ap that is, the way; - "20h 


of I el 4 es a f oh 


” * 
2 * 
he Wh 18 1E. A 


IRE bers a grenty bynilng are the black 
bew on a parſon's great coat. Had Mr. 
Hall's been thus diſtinguiſhed, he could not Rave 
miſtaken mine for his own; which latter I ſent 
in order to be commuted at Birmingham, and 
Was aloft ſtarved to death before I could ac- 
compliſh the exchange. There is no trifling 
with any part of E wn „ 
"FORE is the mr. 


— 1 : ; as ! ; 2 
14 {ICE II b OVER „ O&+:5:4 E 4 


1 HAVE received a very obliging letter. Kom 
rs Luxborongh; wherein ſhe tells me, that Lady 
Hartford admires my place in her deſcription. 
Mr. Thomfon is intimate at Lady Hartford's3 
and J ſuppoſe Lady Hartford may have been 
informed by L. L. that Mr. Thomſon has been 
here; ſo I conclude, in mere vanity, that my 


farm is advancing 1n reputation. 
5 5 WInAT 


LOT TELRS uy 


Weis, wink you of Mr. Carte- Hiſtory? 
or what of his narrative concerning the Pre- 
tender's touching for the King's evil? I think 
one is not, however, to give up his book en- 
tirely ; becauſe, with all his ſuperſtition, he may 
have ſeveral. aneedotes that one would like to 
read. A N i 1. 


\ [navt had great expectations from the beau - 
tiful veins of a piece of oak of which I have 
had à table made; but, upon a thorough fur- 
vey of it, it is ſo like nothing in the * as 
old 1 Aer Aer 

th HAVE 9 — to =? worth begitding upon 
another page; but I happened not to 1 
FRA eee preending. 0 

You mult ; Five, : me. — pu 10 open ven a 
collection of flowers (that octavo edition I ſhewed 
you here); and then I will make Mrs, Jago a 
preſent of it. I beließ I can engage Mr. Dol- 
man to aſſiſt me, ho is much my ſuperior in 
point of Aena and the inſcription at the 
beginning is ta run een whes Y 


(c pLEs 
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| a ELEGANTISSIMAE PVELLAE 


& +, <,DOROTHEAE TAN cor, 
« uE PERDILECTI SVI CONDISCIPFLI 


15 % RICHARDI' 1400 = 
. « AMORES. e e Al 

F r TH cc 5. S roeonen4 oY ö * 

„„ö%;˙ -N GVLIELMYS: SHENSTONE nx 


N DEBITAE NYMPHIS OPIFEX CORONAB.? * 


That is, by: n a "alata, 3 Ie "this 
inſcription I may alter, if I can think of any 
T9 more — of the 0 whicls I 


3 Dudley i is gone, od Gd. are 1 
more. I have nothing to wiſh you but health 
and preferment “ det vitam, det opes 

with theſe you will eaſily compound that — 1 
happineſs, having ex * e mo! is 


Ne at wet ; os 
Fam, moſt kane. j 

* Four ver fahfu friend, &e "PW 

2 w. Sanson. 

L. To 


4 


— * * 


4 To Mr, Jaco. 


Dear Sir, | | The Leaſoms, Mar. 23, nd 


HAVE ſent Tom over for the papers which 

I left under your inſpection; having nothing 
to add upon this head, but that the more freely and 
particularly you give me your opinion, the 
greater will be the e W K ay have 
40 apes 2 | 


51 SHALL GS ha) if I HT to receive 
a good large bundle of your own compoſitions ; 
in regard to which, I will obſerve any commands 
ien Jeu ſhafl pleaſe 1 to lay vpon me. " 
re, ies ord 11 
I Au favoured with 4 rele phate, 
by way of letter, which T told you T ſhould be 
glad to cultivate z and I find ir very entertain- 
ing. 


* 
* 58 4 * Sz - - * 
| q j = - 1 
* 11 8 
ee ieee EEE 


Pray did you ave my five to your 
laſt letter, ſent by way of London? I ſhould 
be extremely ſorry to be debarred the pleaſure 
of writing to you by the poſt, as often as [I 
feel a violent propenſity to deſcribe rhe notable 
incidents of my life; which amount to about 


358 MB. SHENSTONE'S 
as much as the tinſel of your little © boy? s hobby: 
horſe. 


I am on 3 point of rel a ens of 
buſts for the niches in my hall; and believe 
me, my good friend, I neyer proceed one ſtep 
in ornamenting my little farm, but 1 enjoy the 

bhuopes of rendering it more agreeable to you, 
- - and the ſmall circle of acquaintance which 
lomerimes favour me with their . 


I sHAtL be extremely glad to ſes you * i 
Mr. Fancourt when the trees are green; that is, 


in May 3 ; but I would not have you content 

* with a ſingle viſit this ſummer. If 

Mr. Hardy (to whom you will make my 
compliments) inclines to favour me ſo far, you 
muſt calculate ſq as to wait on him whenever lie 
finds it convenient; though I have better hopes 

of making his reception here agreeable to him 
| when my Lord Dudley comes down.—1 wonder 

how he would like the ſcheme I am upon, of 


anchapging 2 large raukprd for ler fand. 


4 HAVE. had aol. of, paintings given me 
ſince vou were here. One af them is a Ma- 


—_ valued, as it is ſaid, at ten guineas in 
Italy, 


Italy, but which you. would hardly purchaſe at 
the price of five ſhillings. However, I am 
endeavouring to make it out to be one of Carlo 


Maratt's, who was a firſt hand, and famous for 
Madonas; even ſo as to be nick-named © Car- 
« taccio delle Madonne“ by Salvator Roſa. | 


Two letters of the cypher (CM) agree; what 
ſhall I do with regard to the third? It is a ſmall 
piece, and fadly blackened. It is about the ſize 
(though not quite the ſhape)'of the Bacchus over 
the EY proc an hls . ſuch a rams. 


A PERSON: may N hinifelf almoſt as 
cheaply as he pleaſes. 'I find no ſmall delight 
in rearing all ſorts of poultry; "geeſe, turkeys, 
pullers, ducks, '&c. I am alſo ſomewhat ſmit- 
ten with a blackbird which I have purchaſed : 
2 very fine one; brother by father, but not 
by mother, to the unfortunate bird you ſo 
beautifully deſcribe, a copy of which ' deſcrip- 
tion you mult not fail to ſend mes; hut, as I 
ſaid before, one may eaſily habituate one's ſelf to 
cheap amuſements; that is, rural ones (for all 
town amuſements are horridly expenſive) 1 
would have yon cultivate your garden; plant 
flowers, have a bird or two in the hall (they 


will at leaſt amuſe your children); write now 


x 
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and then à ſong; buy nor and tlten 


Make my compliments to Mrs. Jago. —She, can 
. to ſnew her The Leaſows. Adieu I mat 


0 . 
—— — ůa— — ets — 
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"Your eg ncers friends 
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P. 8. I Hors you have aba def | your 


ſpirizof. criticiſm upon my yerſes,. that ney 
have none lefr to cavil At this letter ; for qa 
aſhamed to think, that you,..in particular, ſhou 
receive the dulleſt L ever wrote in my ies 


go a little abroad, you ſay.— Tell her, I an 79 5 1 
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| on his Marriage." 7 5 * 


n 3 was 3 Auguſt 4 by 
"pe 17483 but not Fane ell tle 


Dear Sir, ">; . aa "i 28th. "7 1 a 5 11 
"OW little ſoever I am ;ndined to apes at 
this time, I cannot bear that you ſhould, 

. me of unkindneſs in ſeeming to ovet· 
look the late change in your ſituation. It will, 


1 hope, 


you my wn cordial wiſhes that you may be 


happy ; but it will, perhaps, be ſemething more 
ſignificant to ſay, that I believe you .; build- 


ing my opinion on the knowledge I have long 
had of your own temper, and the account you 


give me of the perſon's whom you have made 


choice of, to whom I deſire you to pay my ſin 
cere a affeQionare ker, 2m #123 on 


I SHALL Ae be gl ad to find you aſs 


I ſaw you fſentantem majora. I think you 


ſhould neglect no opportunity at this time of life 
to puſh your-fortune ſo far as an elegant compe- 


tency, that you be not embarrafſed with thoſe 
kind of ſolicitudes towards the eyeniogor, Jour day; ; 


Ne te ſemper inops agitet vexetque cupido, 


Ne pavor, & rerum mediocriter utilium ſpes lu 


would have you acquire, if poſſible, what the 
world calls, with ſome propriety, an eaſy fortune; 
and what I interpret, ſuch a fortune as allows of 
ſome i inaccuracy and inattention, that one may not 
be continually in ſuſpenſe about the laying out a 


ſhilling; this kind of advice may ſeem extremely 


dogmarical in me; but, if ir carries any haughty 
air, I will obviate it by owning that I never acted 


as I ſay. T have loſt my road to happineſs, I eon- . 
M 


feſs ; 


. E T TE A 5. 16 
ſteemed ſuperfluous in me to ſend 


2quum, though I ſhould always be pleaſed when 
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feſs; and, inſtead of purſuing the way to he 
fine lawns, and venerable oaks, Which diſtin- | 
guiſh the region of it, I am. got 1 int 0 the * Pitiful 
parterre: garden of amuſement, ms view the 
nobler ſcenes, at a di iſtance, 5 think, . can ſee 
the road too that lead: the better way, and can 
ſhew it others; but 1 have many miles to mea- 
ſure back before I can get into it myſelf, and 
no kind of reſolution to take a ſingle ſtep. My 
chief amuſements at preſent are the ſame they 
have long been, and lie ſcattered about my 
farm. The French have what they call a pargue 

ornés; . ſuppoſe, approaching about as near to 
8 di as the park at Hagley. T give 
my place the title of a ferme orne; though, 
if T had money, I ſhould hardly confine myſelf 

ito ſuch decorations as that name requires. 
I have made great improvements; and the con/e- 
quence is, that I long to have you ſee them. 


| I avs not heard whether Miſs ——*s match 
' proceeded. 1 ſuppoſe your bh dn were 
grounded on the perſon's S age and temper ; and 
that they had the leſs weight, as they ſuppoſed 
you acted indiſcreetly yourſelf : I can by but 
little on the occaſion. You know —— better 
than I do. Only this I muſt add, that 1 have 


fo great an eſteem for your filter, that it will be 
N neceſſary 


| 
BY 

f 

; 

. 

| 


/ 
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neceſſary to my eaſe, that whoever marries her 
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that Mate bopes tle r mall /now-you Go 
| often in this country. 3! though it would be 
you, in all Probability, as ſoon as "ot Thas 
would rake a journey of fifty miles, 
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« To ſee the pooreſt of ** ſons ob. men.” 


The — is, my affairs are e miſerably embroiled, 
by my own-negligence, and the non-payment of 
tenants. - I believe, I ſhall be forced to ſeize on 
one next week for three years and a half's rent, 

due laſt Lady- day; an affair ro which I am "Lag 
averſe, both through indolence and compat/i On, 
hope, however, I ſhall be always able (as I am 

| ſure I ſhall be deſirous) to entertain a friend of a 
philoſophical regimen, ſuch as you and Mr. Whiſt- 
ler; and that will be all Ican do. 


| HacLEyY park is 1 improved ſince 
you were here, and they have built a caſtle by 
way of ruin on the higheſt part of it, which 
is 74/2 ſeen from my wood ; but by the removal 
of a tree or two (growing in a wood that joins 
to the park, and which, fortunately enough, 
belongs to Mr. Dolman and me), I believe it may 
be rendered a conſiderable object here. Ann 
1 lern- 
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4 M R. SHENSTONP'S 


| tene vie to % Me, Wüülktet ad: 

polt © or the next. The frats you ſeehtdin 
Kol 7 account arc very kind, Bur have nb 
grounds“ I am, dear Mr. —=—, habitually and 
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» Your moſt affectionate . : 
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— humble ſer vice to your neighbours, 
al (chôit yon knew at Derby) will publiſh 
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"Dear : Ja it # 
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"HARDLY: 4 es it = 

dent in me to on, that I wrote you, aN 
ner upon the receipt of your, laſt, Nhich. I 
dom have upon ir able. L condemn. this habit 
in ny/elf entirely, and ſhould, L amg ſuxer be 


very unhappy, i my friends, by my example, 
N | ſhould 


24 6426-5, 165 


ſhould ej induced, xo contract the fame. The 
muh i370; had. nor. expreſſed myſelf in it to my 
ming, andi ĩt Was full of blots, and blunders, 
and intenlinings ; yet, ſuch as it was, it had 
wearied my attention, and given me a, difincli- 
nation to begin it afreſh, I am now impatient 
to remove any ſcruple-you may have concerning 
my grateful ſenſe of all your favours, and the 


invariable continuance of my affection and eſ- 


teem. I find by your laſt obliging letter, that 
my? - machinations and devices are not entirely 


Caſtle about / the bigneſs. of a barley-corn,z.you 
knew of our intended viſit tg Lady Luxborough's; 
and. J. muſt. add, Mr. Thomas Hall knew of my 
contrivance for the embelliſhment of Mr. Har- 
dys houſe. Nothing is there hid that ſhall not 
be revealed. Our viſit "ro Barpels, | is' now over 
and paſt Lady Luxborough has ſeen Hagley 
Caſt! e in the original: —and as to my deſire 
that my draught might be ſhewn to n Chriſtian 
ſoul, you ſurely did bur ill comply with it, 
when you ſhewed that drang ta ai Glorgyn 

However, you may have acted: up to my..r 
meaning, if you hahe talen care nat tn ſhew t 
to any conmoifleur; Ia meant chiefly to guard 
1 7 an that knows Ns Ye Wy whoſe 
nus ent od ba gras tt, omar a We 
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priratg. gn knew of my draught of Hagley 
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166 MR. SHEN'S TON E's 
eyes, I 'am Tire, it could not turn to my ere 
dit. Pray how do you like the feſtobns dang- 

ling over the oval windows It is the chief 
ad vantage in repairing an old houſe, that one 
may deviate from the rules n my extra- 
ordinary cenſure. A 08 [1 


THT of | 
* 


1 wiLt not boubls You now with many par- 
ticulars. The intent of Tom's coming is, to 
deſire your company and Mrs. Jago's thisweek, 
1 mould be extremely glad if your conveni. 
ence would allow yon to come on Monday or 
Tueſday; but, if it is entirely impracticable, I 
would beſeech you not to put off the viſit longer 
than the Monday following, for the leayes of 
my groves begin to fall a great pace. I beg 
once more, you would let no ſmall inconveni- 
ence, prevent your. being here on Monday.—As 
to my viſit ar Icheneton, you may depend upon 
it ſoon after; and I hope you will not ſtand 
upon punttllio, when I mention my inclination 
that you may all take a walk through my cop- 
pices before their beauty is much impaired; 
Were I ina ſprightly vein, I would aim at fay- 
ing ſomething genteel by Way of anſiob to 
Mrs. Jago's compliment.—As it is, I can only 
thattk her for the Haften and appland the 


ak _ Py” 


MET: TUES. 75 19; 
politeneſs of it.— poſtpone all other matters 
till [ ſee van, I am, habitually and ſincerely, 


Tour moſt affe&tionate friend, 


5 W. Sickle | 


— 


I BEG my compliments to Mr. b. Hardy. 


0 8. I AM not bull my dee friend, 
to ſend you a blank Page; nor gan 1 8 content 
0 60 fo 1 * 

Pie you very fenſ My for the: rerfeatinich 
which you honour me. I think them good lines, 
and ſo do others that have ſeen them; but you 
will give me leave, when J ſee you, to Pope 
ſome little alteration- As to an epiſtle, i 
would be executed with"dificulty, and I wand 
have it turn to your credit as well as my own. 
But you have certainly of late acquired an 'ea/e 
in writing; and J am tempted to think, that what 

you write henceforth will be univerſally good. 
Perſons that have ſeen your elegies like T he 
Blackbird beſt, as it is moſt aſſuredly the 
moſt correct; but I, who pretend to great pe- 
netration, can foreſee that The Linnetsꝰ will be 
made to excel. —More of this when I ſee you. 
Poor Miſs G—, J— R— ſays, is married; and 
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poor Mr. =o 1 .f Meck Ger 
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5 S of acknowfelgſug 
| | '4:\theojuſtice; of ;y ourciexicutes. "Mer93%Jagd's 
preſengirgumilancesr nenden. her:vifit quixe im- 
Practigable, and yours Phays the ſam kind of tes · 


I Ianto: Adee HHH nas Ivana thatdh&rcodd 
a, JAuneyi er/edf at chis time, us 
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beag,jch gan ſhould,mBux, to ſay I was/not 


greatly, martified, o, he doing: myſelf the 
Foe fog injpſtice. Hiſatgointe I was, you muy 
urg; hear exquſes ;. even as much as Sir 


Lahn Falllaf,, when Mr. Dompleden put him i 


| Ach f Hecur ich, — dees Him to and 
thirty 


45 TW S « , 


1 E 0 7 2 i 
thirty why of fattiti'r 3 um a Hort cloak. 
And en est in to accuſe you and 

Mrs. Jago of ps F. debe to fix your 
viſit at a time When you were well afſured you 
ſhould have an apology to ſend me inſtead. Now, 
if 1 ſhould preſs this accuſation, pray how 
would you evade che force of it he next 
thing J am to ſpeak. to, is your verſes, I have 
made you my acknowledgments before ; and as 
you are fo good as to accept them, I will not 
trouble you with additional profeſſions, or repe- 
titions of the paſt. I will depend upon your 
good-ſenſe for an exeuſe, if Fonly add what I 
think proper as to any alteration'; wherein I 
have a view to your credit, as well as my ton 
I confeſs, it requires ſome nicety to inſcribe 1 97 

an <legy. as The Gold-finches withourthe/dang 
you foreſaw. But I think it may be done 
in pretty nearly) in ſueh manner that no man of 
taſte will | be tempted! to ridicule it; and as For 
the vulgar, of whatever rant thiey be Bede is abſo- 
lutely neceſſary many times to give ear "Taft afte 
'and-tendernefs are abſoturely cobnected; and you 
may very readily call to mind fome charming 
thingg,/ that muſt” excite the laughter af your 
men of re and bunter, but are by ud means 
bought the worſt of by men ef ie 
e will oxly" mention Andrew Marvels 
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170, MR. SHENSTONE?YsS. 
Fawn.' in Dryden's Miſcellanies. I incloſe the: 
elegy wich ſome few- propoſed alterations, fol 
will riſque the #//ing my letter with criticiſm. . I 
alſo incloſe the other verſes you ſent me, Which 
I think good ones, and to ſtand in need of little 
alteration, beſide that of the inglorious name at 
the head of them; to which, notwithiſtanding, I. 
will never ſubmit. Pray who is the young gen- 
tleman. chat tranſlates your elegy into Latin — 
The new dreſs will give you ſome amuſement; 
and, if. theſe lines be the product of the genius 
of a boy of: that age, he will in a year's time 
be able to extend the fame of your compoſi- 
tions. I. ſhall chen be glad to ſee The Gold- 
finches under his hand; though I have no extra · 
ordinary fondneſs for the Latin poetry of a 
modern; at leaſt, till _ eldeſt ſon begins to. 
tranſlate our madrigals. | 


1 HAVE not vet geen Weg 8 Caſtle of 
ee waited PA A at 9 ; but 
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neat urn \ to 5 4 in my lover; grove, if Mr. 915 
telton does not inſcribe one at Hagley before me. 
But I ſhould, be, extremely glad of your advice 
whereabouts to place it.— ou ſpeak of my 


aeg in the Caſtle of Lien and I verily 
believe 


1 . 
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_ Thiere-is ometl | 
meat in my preſent inadtiyity:; for, without any 
kind of lett or impediment to the correction — 

my trifles that I ſee, I am in no wiſe able to make 
the leaſt advances. I think within myſelf I 
could proceed if you were here; and yet I have 
reaſon to believe, if you were here, we ſhould only 
ramble round the groves, and chat away the time; 
and perhaps that, upon the ꝛ0höle, is of full as 
much importance. do not know but Ido my- 
ſelf ſome little injuſtice here, for I have wrote out 
my levitier, and my ſonnets, good and bad, with 
many ornaments from the pencil; and the next 
ching! do will be to tranſcribe my elegieb. The 
fault is, I take no pains to improve what I tranſ- 
cribe, and , conſequently, am only able to ex- 
hibit my nonſenſe in a fairer dreſs.—You muſt 
gire me leave, ere it be long, to inſert two or 
three lines (I think in verſe) before Mrs. Jago's 
flower-piece. 1 am ſure, 1 am obliged to her for 
a fruit I greatly love. It was not entirely ripe ; 
but it was the only one I have taſted ſince I was 
laſt in London. V eſterday dined here Lady Lux- 
borough, Mr. Outing and Mr. Hall, Lord Dud- 
ley, Miſs Lea, Counſellor Corbet and Mr. 
Sanders, Mr. Perry Mrs. Perry and Miſs Dol- 
man, and half a dozen footmen beſide my own 


lervants and Tabburers; ſo you may gueſs we 
i had 
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„. MH news TON 's | 
had no ſmall fracas. I now fit down amid ſoli- - 


_ tude and filence, and cap hear little elſe beſide | 
the pendulum of my clock ;—yet my ſpirits are 


any. thing 1 more than t 


— 
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, 
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8 — a 
2 2 
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no way/ſunk,,. but afford me juſt ſuch, a tempe- 


' rature of mind as inclines me to write to ſome 


familiar friend: albeir I Have a 1 
to talk of to you, which I do not cate & 


I hope to be able toõ ſpend a few days witrlr Mr. 


Hardy, before kis melons are all gone ; and yet 


1 would not have him keep one a moment longer 


upon my: account.” 1 deſſte he woild accept of 
155 compliments, as I truſt he will.—Frtiks at 
prefen' Tun low wh me; but Fend you one which 


you capthþt' bſe {6'foon bur I ſhall be able to fend 


. 41} 


you. others ipniedia tely 1 with Teould ſend you 
Hi means of obligi ao ns) : 
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Us T. fairly own, that I. have not ſate 
- down. till now to return my acknowledg- 
ments for yaur-laſt. moſt obliging favour; and 
yet I, have been doing ſo in imagination almoſt 
erery day-ſince I recgived.jt. I haye only to defire 
chat you. would not think me /tupid.; and then 
you muſt of courſe gonclude deb iehly de⸗ 
lighted, .. ta find the xerſes/which rea ly 
pleaſed me, made, iv e rg ting, to 
me, | In l ereof, HS cauſ ed theſe 
my letters to, be mai de patent, Re urth hermore, 
1 am glad to ſee you difſent 2 fore + altera · 
tions I propoſed, for which, generally ſpeaking, 
think I can ſee your reaſons. © As to any little 
matter Which I have to mention farther, I chuſe 
to defer it till I wait on Mr. Hardy; which I 
purpoſe to do before this month is out, It may 
poſſibly Zappen the beginning of the next Wer” 5 
but I dare not lay ſuch ſtreſs upon a future 
event, as to give you a commiſſion to ſay ſo much 
to him, Inſtead thereof, pleaſe to make him 
my compliments; and tell him! talk of . 
very feon.. 


| 1 poitnowey 


my MR. SHENSTOX 8's 
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7 3x. BORROWED Dodlley' 8 Miſcellany 2 Lady 
: Luxborough, in which are many good chings. 
Ilong to be making a mark on the head of every 
copy (as I would do were the books my oon). 
Here a cypher; there an aſteriſm of five 2 
and chere one of eight. H you, and Mr. W—, 
and Mr. G, and 1, were together for a fort- 
night, to correct and reviſe, might not we make 
2 miſcellany of originals chat would ſell My 
fingers itch to be at it but I fear it cannot 
be. Thomſon's poem amuſed me greatly.—l 
think his plan has faults; particularly, that he 
ſhould have ſaid nothing of the diſeaſes attend- 
ing lazineſs in his „i canto, but reſerved them 
to ſtrike us more affectingiy in the laſt; but, on the 
whole, who would have thought that Thomſon 
cd heve fo well imitated a perſon remarka- 
| ble for fmpliciry boch of rere and phraſe? 
* Fin 
? . STUDY no <onvetivns' in a ne and ſo I 
proceed to tell you, that I have got a machine 
to &hibit landſcapes, &c. to advantage. It 
coſts about fourteen ſhillings, and I recommend 
one to you or Mr. Hardy. —Smith's Views (with 
2 little colouring) appear raviſhingly but if 
you ære not content with amiſement, and want 
fame (which differs about as much as fax-hunting 
rom bare- hunting), you mult Print.— However. 


if | 


if. you. can „ in a limited reputation, | to 
give you a proper weight ar all, your viſiting- 
places (which I think enough for all reaſona- 


10 ends and purPolf2), take the 2 re- 
ceipt. | 
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14 Ty Receipt to Goh Fans. 
cc axe a eee! into abr a (chat 
is reputed a good workman) and pid him pro- 
« cure a piece of red or blue Morocco leather; let 
« him ſhape this into the ſize of a quarter of a 
© ſheet of paper, or it may be ſomething larger. 
Let him double it in fuck! à manner as to 
leave ſome part to wrap over q; chen ſtitch it 
_ * neatly at the ends, lining it either with fil 
or the beſt yellow leather he can meet wich. 
« Then muſt you beſpeak a ſilver claſp, which 
you may have gilded; bur be ſure it be weady 
* chaſed, and properly atmexed to the aforeſaid 
* Morocco leather. Make a preſent of this 
© to the prettieſt girl you know, but filled with 
* half a dozen of Four beſt compoſitions; rake 
care that. one be in praiſe of her ingenuity. 
For modeſty fake, deſire her not to ſhew them 
* to any living ſoul; but, at the ſame time, be 
i * careful thar _ claſp de YM Ws and your 
ae boner 
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IE 0 on > Mr. N—! ho has Sandal. me of 

5 the moſt ſeaſonable viſit that heart could 
walks newly cleaned, my neighbours invited, 
and 1 Janguiſhing for lack of your company! 
"Hang: time you are going to dance attendance on 
a courtier.—Would to God |; he may diſappoint 
— according to the uſual practice of thoſe 
e., mean, by giving you a far better 
ng _ ever e ec po bktg. 7, 
| 1 HAVE no e BR Med amcecady 1 to 
re-call that with, in order to ſubſtitute another 
in its place; which is, that you may rather 


ſquar pas down upon a fat-gooſe living in 
# Warwickſhire, 


N 1 1 1 E A 8. 1% 


Wan or one in Staffordſhire, « or per- 


haps Worceſterſhire, of the /ame denomination. 
do not mention Shropſhire, becaufe I think 
1 am more remote from the main body of that 
county than I am from either of the others. 
But, nevertheleſs, by all means wait on Mr, 
N-; ſhew him all reſpect, yet fo as not to lay | 
out any of the-profits of your contingent living 
in a black velvet waiſtcoat and breeches to ap- 
pear before him. True merit needeth nought | 
of this. Beſides, peradventure, you. may not 
receive, the firſt quarter's income of it this half 
year. He will probably do ſomething for you 
one time or other; but you ſhalt never go into 
Ireland, that is certain, for leſs than a deanry ; 
not for leſs than the deanry of St. Patrick's, 
if you take my advice. Lower , your hopes 
only to adyance your ſurpriae; grata ſuper- 
venient quæ non ſperabimus.” Come to me 
as you may. A week. is elapſed fince you began 
to be detained ; vou may ſurely come over in 4 
fortnight now at fartheſt ;—1 will be at home.— 
However, write directly; you know our letters 
are long upon their journey.—l expected you 
the beginning of every weeks, OG n 
your laſt 8 , : 


Fos 


\ 


178 NM u. SHENS T ONE'S 


For my part, I Lack to wean 0 l How | 
All hopes and expectations whatever, —I feed my 
wild-ducks, and I water my carnations! Happy 
enough, if 1 could extinguiſh my ambition 
quite, or indulge (what I hope I feel in an equal 
degree) the deſire of being ſomething more 
beneficial in my ſphere. Perhaps ſome few 
other. circumſtances would. waut alſo to be ad- 


juſted. 


I nav juſt read Lord Botiighroke's three 
letters, which I like as much as moſt pieces of 
politics. I ever” read. I admire, eſpecially, the 
ſpirit of the ſtyle. T as much admire at the 
editor's unpopular preface 1 know the family 
hitherto ſeemed to make it a point to conceal 
Pope's affair; and now, the editor, under 
Lord B's inſpection, not only relates, but in- 
vites people to think the worſt of it. What 


collateral reaſons my Lord may have for think- 


ing ill of Mr. Pope, I cannot fay ; but ſurely 
it is not political to leſſen a perſon's character 


| that had done one ſo much honour. 


I am, dear Sir, . 1 
Your affe&ionate 


Pos = W. SHENSTONE. 
Fa : I HAYE 


LETTERS 1 


1 HAVE 1 moment receired a long letter 
from Lady Luxborough; and you are to lool 
on all I ſaid concerning both Lord Bolingbrokeꝰs 8 
affair and her reſentment as premature. : My | 
Luly 8 Aare wg ſon-in-law * Nr; next 


LVI. 3 _ + Fran r 


|! 2100p «4444 


eh From „Te Lees W 
„ of pop DR N Eveniog, . WI 
De. ATTY 1749. ts 


35 would Siobably be ſo ads 66 you can 
receive this letter by the poſt, that I cannot 
think of ſubjecting my ?hanks' for pour Taft; or 


my hopes of ſeeing Jou ſoon,” to ſuch an uncer- 
fainty.—1 ſhall not now have it in my power to 


meet you at Mr. Wren's immediately, ſo would 
loſe no time itt requeſting your company here 
next week, if you pleaſe. I hope Mrs. Jago alſo 
will accompany you, and that you will ſer out the 
frlt day of the week, even Monday; that you 
may not leave me in leſs than ſix days time, 


under a pretence of neceſſity. As to the yerſes 
ES. you 


9. 
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| you were ſo kind to convey, io take occaſion 
2 View you come | | 


To find « out, likea fold: 
4 Something to blame, and mickle to com- 
mend.“ 


80 J 1 as org at preſent on that head. 


I tovs to read verſes, but I write none. 
t Petti, nihil me ſicut ante juvat ſcribere!”— 
Iwill not ſay nane; for I wrote the following at 
breakfaſt yeſterday, and they are all I have 
Vvrote ſince I ſaw you. They are now in one of 
the root-houſes of Virgil's Grove, for the ad- 
monition of my good friends the vulgar; of 
whom I have multitudes every Sunday evening, 
and who very fortunately believe in fairies, 


and are no ee 5 R 


eh de YM in cook grot, aud _ oa, 
C We tripping fawns and fairies dwell. 
-« Tho' rarely ſeen by mortal eye, 
“Oft as the moon, aſcended high, 
Parts thro' yon limes her quiv'ring beam, 
8 We * one ae eryital ſtream. 


cc | hos to fot theſe facred bow'rs; 


(e Nor wound the ſhrubs, nor crop the flows; 
| 06 80 


— 


CET TERS” * 
« So may your path with ſweets abound ! 
« So may your couch with reſt be crown'd! 
« But il]-betide or nymph or ſwain, 
ec Who dares theſe hallow'd Fe, profane.“ 
OskRox. 


] 8vPPOSE the rotund at Hagley is compleated, 
but I have not ſeen it hitherto; neither do I 
often journey or viſit any where, except when 
2 ſhrub or flower is upon the point of bloſſom- - 
ing near my walks. I forget one viſit I lately 
made in my neighbourhood, to a young clergy» 
man of taſte and ingenuity. His name is Pixell; 
he plays finely. upon the violin, and very well upon 
the harpſichord : has ſet many things to muſic, 
ſome in the /off way, with which +I was much 
delighted. He is young, and bas time to im- 
prove himſelf. He gave me an opportunity of 
being acquainted with him by frequently viſiting, 
and introducing company to, my walks. —I met 
him one morning with an Italian in my grove, 
and our acquaintance has been growing ever 
lnce, — He has a ſhare in an eſtate that is 
near me, and lives there at preſent; bur 1 
doubt will not do ſo long; when you come, I 
will ſend for him. — Have you read my Lord 
Bolingbroke's Eſſays on Patriotiſm, &c. ? and 
have you read Merope? and do you take in the 

1 Magazin 
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Magaæin des Londres? and pray how does your 
garden flouriſh? I Warrant, yo do not yet 
know the difference betwixt a ranunculus and 
an anemone.— God help ye! Come, to me and 
be informed of the nature of all plants, “from 
© the cedar on Mount Lebanon to the byflop 
6c that ſpringerh out. of the wall.” Pray do not 
fail to decorate your new garden, whence you 
may tranſplant all kinds of flowers into your 
verſes. If by chance you make a viſit at I-— 
fifry years hence, from ſome diſtant part of 
England, ſhall du forget this little angle where 
yo uſed to muſe and 1 510 


761170 8 271} 570110 Il 
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enger by the return of Tom to receive 
a trifle that WII amuſe you. Itſ is a gold ſeal of 
Vida's Head, given by Vertue to a relation of 
mine, who publiſhed Vida, and introduced Ver- 
tue into bufinels.— Perhaps you remember Mr, 
Triſtram of Hampton, and the day we 1 


there from ſchodl; it Was his. 
\ Lam, very cordially, . 

| I ne Neu, lo. 

TR AY VW. SHENSTONE, 

LVII. To 


| | 

Ia TI TER. 4 i rf 

Aa TI THESK 8; 4 i 8h! 
4 | 


LI. To the fame. 


Dear Sir, 8 e 


15 is now Sunday evening, and I "Os been ex- 
hibiting myſelf in my walks to no leſs than a 
hundred and fifty people, and that with no leſs 
ſtate and vanity than a Turk in his ſeraglio.— 
have /ome hopes of ſeeing you this week; but if 
theſe ſhould happen to be fruſtrated, I ſhall find 
them revive with double ardour and vivacity 
the next. Did not you tell me of a treatiſe. 
that your Mr. Miller had, where the author 
endeavours to vindicate and eſtabliſh Gothic 
architecture? and does not the ſame man ex- 
plain it alſo by draughts on copper plates ? 2 
That very book, or rather the title and the 
author's name, I want. —I ſhall never, I believe, 
be entirely partial to Goths or Vangals- either; 
but I think, by the aſſiſtance of ſome ſuch trea- 
tiſe, I could ſkerch out ſome charming Gothic 
temples and Gothic benches for garden · ſeats.— 
do alſo eſteem it extremely ridiculous. to per- 
mit another perſon to deſign for you, when by 
ketching out your own plans 'Fou'2þpropriate 
the merit of all you build, and feel a double 
plcaſure from any praiſes which 1 it receives, —l 
N * 1 


* 


n 


— ͤ— . ⏑— , I ———ů—ů —U— — —— — 
* 
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| had here laſt Wedneſday Dean Lyttelton, Mr. 
William Lyttelton, Commodore Weſt, Miſs Lyt- 


telton, and Miſs Weſt. They drank tea, and went 


round my walks, where they ſeemed aſtoniſhed 
they had been ſo long ignorant of the beauties 
of the place; ſaid, in general, every thing that 


was complaiſant or friendly ; and left me highly 
delighted with their viſit, and with room to 


hope for many more. Mean time, why do not 
you come? I do ſay you are not Pylades. What! 


you think, becauſe you have an agreeable wife, 


and five fine children, that you muſt employ 


all your time in careſſing them at home, or lay- 
ing ſchemes for their emolument abroad? Is this 
public ſpirit? is this virtue? or, if it be vir- 


tue, doſt thou think, becauſe thou art var. 


tuous, there muſt be no cakes and ale? is it not 
your duty to partake of them with a friend 


ſometimes; "_ and 2 i 9 e what 
. calls, 


40 Le penible fardeau de wWavoir rien a Uo; | 


at! what Pope ec ing From the forme r) den 


| minates 


* 
3 


& The pains and penaliie of dlenels,” 


4 * 


PrAY 
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PrAY come tho 6rſt * of the: week, and 
let Mr. Fancourt accompany you.—1 have not 
much to add by way of news, The Duke of 
Somerſet is going to lay out thirty thoufand 
pounds upon ' Northumberland-houſe; nine 
houſes to be purchaſed and pulled down on 
the other ſide the Strand for ſtables; the 
Strand there to be widened: I. cannot. tell 
you half; but one thing more I will, which is, 
that there will be a chapel on one fide of the 
quadrangle, with a Gothic wainſcot and cieling, 
and painted glaſs ; and gπꝗ in it a Dutch ſtove, 
contrived ſo as Ak; Uke e , an urn 
upon it. „ 5 4 Gert Ar 771 

; 71 Din 27 F) 

WInAT not 1. write al this? an not to 

ſee you in a few days? Not a word more po- 


ſtively ; ſaving what may Oy to: "ws you 
that I am, dear Sir, 


4 ; ; % ; 1 * *. i . „ * P 9 
” y. © F o * : — ry _y 
- - -Inviolably yours 


The a PTY ee eee, 
-* 9 1749. W. SüENSsTroxR. 


LVIII. To 


us MR. /SHENS 0 N B'S. 


3 Lom. To the fame. 


das ear 3 By The Lacs Mar . 1 55 1 740 50. 


T* OUGH I have not hitherto troubled you 
L with a letter, I have not been void either 


of inquiry or information,” concerning the ſtate of 
your affairs, and, of Mr. Hardy's health. Indeed 
it is now ſeveral weeks ſince JI collected ſome 
particulars from your brother, and I am now 
impatient for further intelligence. As to the cir- 
cumſtances of 'our friendly reception at Wroxall, 
Mr. John Jago has probably enough acquainted 
you with them. He would, however, ſeduce 
me to give you a diſtin& account ; being aſſured, 
as he ſays, that Mr. Wren” behaviour muſt 
afford a good ſubje& for drollery. J do not 
know how far this would be Proper 3 but J 
think, when I write again to my friend Wren, 
to give ' him a ſketch of his own character, juſt 
as It appeared to us during the time of our viſit. 
Perhaps it may avail a little. Amidſt his vio- 
lent paſſion for gardening, if he would but prune 
away ſome wild excreſcences from one or two 
branches of his character, he might bring him- 
ſelf to bear good fruit. He ſhould weed his 


mind a hitle; where there has ſprung. up a moſt 
juxuriant 
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luxuriant crop of puns, that ae to choak 
all its wholeſome 8 * Spinas animo 
« fortius quam agro evellat.“ He has good 
ſenſe and good· nature; pity he ſhould diſguiſe 
mem. Not but that it is better to have the 
ſahllance alone than the forms, alone, and ſo 1 
conclude. Since 1 eame home, T have done 
little elſe than plant buſhes, * hazel,” hawthorn, 
crabtree, elder, &c. together with ſome flower- 
ing ſhrubs that I have had given me, and 
ſome that * have. purchaſed. to the amount of 
twenty ſhillings, I think. nothing- remarkable 
has occurred ; only, one miſerable rempeſtuous' 
day, I had my Lord Stamford, who called to 
ſee my walks. My Lord promiſed to come 
again in the ſummer, and invited me more than 
once to Enville. By the way, he is now build- 
ing a Gothic green · houſe by Mr. Miller' $ direc- 
tion, and intends to build caſtles, and God- 
knows-what. By all accounts, the place is well 
worth ſeeing when. you come into the country, 
which I hope you will not fail to do this ſpring. 
Pray do not you embroil me with Mr. Miller, 
in regard to any obſervations I made in his 
walks. Remember there were a great many 


things with which I was highly delighted ; and 
forget that there were a few alſo which I ſeemed 
leſs to admire. Indeed, I thought it idle to 
| a” regulate 


— 
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2 my expreſſions, amongſt friends only, 
by the ſame. rules which I ought to obſerye in 
mixed company. I ſay ought, for he has been 
_ exceedingly favourable to ne in his repreſenta- 
tion of The Leaſows.—I hope to ſee Mr. Fan- 
court with you, when you come this ſpring ; 
and why not, your brother ? he can- . half 
-Y i week ing nog and oe at Wroral. 


I HAVE Wg to a or 5 in "A 
letter that can render it at all agreeable.—I can- 
not write, I cannot think, Tean juſt muſter up 
attention enough to give orders to my workmen ; 
I ſaunter about my grounds, take ſnuff, and 
read Clariſſa. This laſt part of my employ- 
ment threatens to grow extremely tedious: not 
but the author is a man of genius and nice ob- 
ſervation; but he might be leſs prolix. I will fend 
you. © The Life of Socrates” when I can get it 
home from Barrels. I, wiſh both your circum- 
ſtances and mine would allow of an utter inat- 
tention to them; and then, I believe, our natural 
indolence would be a kind of match for our ambi- 
tion. I ſhall, probably enlarge my e 
this year; but what doth it? the circle of my 
friends with whom I can, be eaſy, and amuſed 
much, will continue ſmall as ever. J could dwell 


a good deal upon this PO but I have only 
3 room 


f 


rs my 


room to deſire you would give me your opinion 
how I ſhould inſcribe my urn to Mr. Somervile. 


« Author of the Chace” cannot be tolerably ex- 


preſſed in Latin without a cireumlocution. I aim at 


read over the ſpecimens I have thrown together, 


and oblige me with a ſpeedy anſwer, if it extend 


to nothing elſe beſides yours and Mrs. Jago's 


health, which I ought at this time more par- 


ticularly to RTE after. I am, 


Yaur ned affefionate, 


{ 


and faithful friend, 


W. SHENSTONE. 


- 


IIX. To the ſame. 


Dear Sir, e EE 11, 1750. 


I ACKNOWLEDGE myſelf obliged to 
you for procuring me the pictures. I re- 
ceived them both very ſafe, as I have a pretty 
ſtrong aſſurance I hall do moſt articles of which 
my ſervant Tom has the care. He has punctu- 
wy and management to atone for his imperfec- 

tions. 


— ů 
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very exceptionable. I never conſidered the 


bis name in any of my accounts of the painters, 


ſigner of them; and I think the deſigns art 


is there no blame to be laid at your door; 


. 
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tions. He brought me theſe paper · ſculled buſts 
from Wroxall entirely unhurt, contrary to the 
expectation of all that ſa them; after which, he 
might undertake for almoſt any thing. The por. 
trait is undoubtedly a good one. I ſhewed it 10 
Mr. Smart (who is eee though a cler · 
gyman), and he allowed as much; added alſo, 
that it had ſomething of Sir Godfrey Kneller, 
as well as of Sir Peter Lely.— The flower-piece 
is very good, ſo far as relates to the flowers; 
the dog and parrot abominable, and the grapes 


two flower · pieces at Icheneton with attention 
enough to cauſe a preference: having neyer 
any thoughts that either would fall to — 4 
I ſhall add nothing with regard to your choice; 
but that I ſincerely Hope yours is the better piece. 
I never heard of Caſteels, I own; nor can find 


though they take in pretty modern ones: 1 
can ſay this for your comfort, chat if he ex- 
celled in any thing, it was probably in 4 
for I ſee his name at the bottom of thoſe flower - 
pieces that I have in water colours, as the de- 


good. Though 1 could wiſh neither the Cu- 
pid nor the fruit- piece had eſcaped us, yet 


at 


ar leaſt DS * you, are. ere with 
nothing more than rational e Au and that | 
jou are not COAT with propheſy. . 


1 1 401 8 01. 32 | 
Aup now) having ſpoleen, Irhiblky to 4 — parts 
| of your letter, I proceed to ſayꝝ a word or two 
in the way of appendix. Firſt then, after ſiyve 
or fix weeks work of maſons and carpenters, I 
plainly diſcover that my houſe is an unfiniſhable 
ching; —and yet, I perſuade myſelf, there will 
never be wanting a room in it, where you may 
ſpend an agreeable day with your undoubted 
friend Did 1 ever tell vou how unſeaſonably 
the three fiddles ſtruck up in my grove about an 
hour after you left me; and how a ſet of ten bells 
was heard from my wood the evening after? 
It might have paſſed for the harmony of ſome 
aerial ſpirit, who was a well - wiſher to us poor 
mortals ; but that I think, had it been ſo, it would 
have been addreſſed to the better. ſort, and of con- 
1 have Deen heard whilſt denn were lere. 
to tell you. { Mr. Pixell ha: made. an apreciuent 
with his club at Birmingham, to give me a day's. 
muſic in ſome part of my Walks. 16 The time is 
not yet fixed ; but, if you were an idle man, and 
could * nr oranlat N _ 0 wo's. notice, 
A 8 bisl 20 07 l | GN I would, 


| 
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I would give. it you, aud be in hopes 1 could 
entertain * VET, agrecably. , 8 
Lo cannot think how * yon gratifie 
my vanity when you were here, by faying, that 
if this place were yours, you thought you 
| ſhould be leſs able to keep within the bound; 
of economy than myſelf. —God knows, it is pain 
and grief to me to obſerve her rules at al; 
and rigidly I never can —How is it poſſible to 
poſſeſs improveable ſcenes, and not wiſh to im- 
prove them? and how is it poſſible, with œco- 
nomy, to be at the expence of improving them 
upon my fortune? To be continually in fear of 
exceſs in perfecting every trifling deſign, how irk- 
ſome! to be reſtrained from attempting any, 
| how vexatious! ſo that 1 never can enjoy my 
ſituation — that is certain. — - Occonomy, . that 
invidious old matron! on occaſion, of every fri- 
yolous expence, makes ſuch a helliſh {qualling, 
that the murmur of a caſcade is ntterly loſt to 
me.—Often do cry. out with Conley, 


O riyers! brooks! when, when in ve, wal 

.cc Myſelf, eas'd of un-peaceful thoughts, eſpy 

4 0 woods and groves ! when, when ſhall I be 
« made 


« The ma tenant of your ſhade 1” 
Papp 


rr | 5; 


pat BR Kalk: Ae . but ſincere· 
n ee wm 


7k am, dear Sie, 


| Yours, e 


\ 


. SüENSTONE. 


1x. th . W.— . FF oO 
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Dear Sir, 6 The Leaſows, Sept. 9, 17 * 


RAY, is lazineſs an excuſe for not writing? 
Tell me. However, if at be fo, I am 
afraid I ſhall want an excuſe for lazineſs, like 
the philoſopher, who, ſuppoſing . the world. 
might reſt upon a tortoiſe's back, found him- 
{elf no leſs embarraſſed for a pedeſtal to ſup- 
port his tortoiſe, I have, indeed, been pretty 
buſy at home, in raiſing a pool-dam, and have 
interchanged a few viſits with ſuch of my ac- 
quaintance as live within three miles. What 
then I abominate all excuſes that are ground- 
ed upon the buſineſs or amuſements of an idle 


man.—As if ſuch a perſon” s time was ſo wholly 
O filed 


— 
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filled up, that he could not find half an hour 
to write a line to his friend. It is beſt to ac- 
knowledge lazineſs at firſt, and that there are 
particular intervals, when one is much leſs dif 
Poſed to write even a few lines, than at others, 
And then, as to lazineſs, one has nothing to do 
but to plead human frailty ; which, if a perſon 
has not too many frailties beſides, may perhaps 
be indulged him. However, « Veniam peti- 
« muſque, damuſque,” will not fail to weigh 
with every good-natured man.' The chief tex 
ing I have with Harris the Jew is, for the in- 
telligence which he brings me concerning you 
and Mrs. W— ; but it ſeldom amounts to much 
more than that you are wel, and in your garden, 


oy 


"11,48; Eulallk 


Hr is an Ebrew Jew, or he Fa tell me 
you had purchaſed | a couple. of genteel horſes, 
or a chaiſe and pair, and cken o 


. 


The Leaſows to ſpend. a week with e, — 
4% Ladies nos loony eds; balk: 
"Nevenrnnt nas, 1 hope. ro ſeo ſee, you, ſoon; 4 
but en paſſant 1 aſſure you, I ſhall. go in about 
à month to Mr. Jago 's, and from thence 0 Mr. 
Miller's 8 z uho, J believe I told You, was here; with 
Mr. ene Lady. Ayleſbury, Colonel Conway, 
&c. I think IF never anſwered. your quere oon. 
ceruing Re, Anger Her is, Anolon 


perſon bo Phi kemember, and your propheſy 
concerning as been literally accompliſhed. 
1 ** A 41 F courage, genius, generoſity, 


politenels; + Has been fortunate in the world; 
4 La 4 0010 


tinguiſhed himſelf in Teveral campaigns z mar- 


ried the Durcheſs' of Bridg! gewater; and had 


left him by Colonel WERE. A very diſtant re- 


74 
1 


lation. He pp a feat, and ſpeaks in the Houſe 


of Commons, as ought Aa to n and country- 
houſe; the latter A which | PM is ornamenting 


in the Möderf Way. His Dute efs the moſt un- 
ceremonioub Even- rempered 1 woman that lives — 
So enjoy che ſpirit of propheſy, and exert it again, 
At needs little more than good ſenſe. Which 
of the hiſtorians ig it, that foretold 3 in his hiſtory : a 


rery remarkable eric of events by di nt of this 


alone, and which” were” all ace pile ? Let 
me know What Fou are doing now. Have you 
repaired the farm-houſe you talked of? and 
haye you remembered to make the n man a 5 
of good large niches in Bis chimney cornęr 


where he, and his family, may ae a more com- 


fortable ebening than was "ever ſpent by any 
felt miniſter in Chriſtendom; perhaps alſo 
converſe more to the purpoſe.” "You tell me no- 
thing of your Mt: Jago, Seignior Benedict, the 


O 2 family 


F 


nel at about ſix and twenty; ai 4 


new married man. Tell him to leave his wife and 


it! 
vi 
1 
ö 
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family for a day or two, ſaddle his mule, and 
come over to The Leaſows.— Tell him, all 
pleaſures are heightened. by a little diſcontinu- 
ance, —Tell him, did I ſay? how can you for 
ſhame adyiſe him ſo kite to ee o 
N 4 | | "Tr 


Believe me, Pak Sir 


Var bubu yours, | 


W. SyBRsTOXs, 


LXI. To 8 W— Eg. 


Dear Sir, | The Lenfowny Nov. 2, 1750. 


I never can be that I owe you for three let 
ters; as to two, I will agree with you; 
one that I received together with my books, and 
the other ſoon after; but nan I am | indebred 
for more than theſe— 


te Credat „nd Apella, 
« Non ego.“ 


Even that ſame * Judzus Apella,” who affords 


me this very opportunity of ſending my com- 
pliments 


pliments to you and Mrs, W—, a Jof aſſuring 


vou, that if I had not purpoſed to have ſeen 
Fou, 1 bad wrote to You long ago. 


MasrER Harris a very reſpe&fully of your 
garden; and we have no diſpute, ſave only in 
one point. He ſays, that you labour very 
hard in your vocation; whereas, I am not wil- 
ling to allow that all the work you ever did, or 
will do in it, is worth a ſingle. bunch of radiſhes. 
However, I dare not contradict him too much, 
becauſe he 1 for my letter. | 


How happy are you, that can hold up your 
ſpade, and cry, © Avaunt, Satan!“ when a toy- 
man offers you his deceitful yanities! Do not 
you rejoice inwardly, and pride yourſelf great- 
ly in your own * 
« "Twas . | 
The wiſe Athenian croſs'd a glite ring fair: 
“Unmov'd by tongues and * he walk'd the 
« Maes. - 

© Thro' tape, tags, tinſel, gimp, perfume, and 

ee Jace. 

„Then bends from Mars's Hill his awful eyes, 
* And, © What a world [never want!” he cries.” 
PARNEL, 


O 3 Mean 
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Mean time, do not deſpiſe others that can find 
any needful amuſement in whats I think, Bun. 
yan very aptly calls Vanity Fair. I have been 
at it many times this ſeaſon, and hape bought 
many kinds of merchandize there. Ir is a 

of philofophy, to adapt vHe's paſſibns 60075 
way of life; and the ſolitary; unfocial. 55 
in which 1 more makes me chitik it bappy that 
I can retaln A reltfh/for ſuch trifles s I can drüw 
into it. Mean time, I dare not reaſon too mach 
upon this head. u Reaſon, "ke me famous cab 
cave mirrour at Paris, eld an 1 'two- minutes, 
vitrify all the 'Jew's Pack:! pil mean, that it 
would immediatety deſtroy all the form; "calvay, 
and beauty, of every! thing that is ter 
uſeful, But [ramble too far and you do not 
want ſuch ſpeculations: | My intent, when I ſat 
down, was to tell you, tllat I':fhall probably fee 
you very ſoon, and certainly remain in the mean 
time, and at all 1 Mohd bai n 
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LI. To: a Friend, ' on varlous sable. 


— 


10 8 FR «4&3 1 : 
Dear Wl iy SS + as 5 6 C | * i 1750. 


W ITH the RO gratitude for 55 obſer- 


E 9 4 


vations which you ſent me, and with 
che higheſt opinion of cheir, propriety in gene- 
ral, do I ſit damm to anſwer; your pbliging letter. 
You will not take it amiſs, Eknew, if I ſerib- 


ble broken hints, and trace out little ſkerches-of 


my mind, juſt as I ſhould -go mear to explain it 
if I were, upon the ſpot, as often as I think of 
you, which. beg leave to aſſure you happens 
many times ina day. They ſay, A word to 
« the wiſe is enough; A word, therefore, to 
a friend of underſtanding may be ſuppoſed: to 
be ſomething | more tlian enough, becauſe it is 
probable, he is acquainted with three parts of 


one's mind before, The cenſure you have 


paſſed upon Milton' s Lycidas, ſo far as ir regards 
the metre which he has hoſen, i is unexcep- 


tionably juſt; and. one would 1 5 if that 


argument concerning the diſtance of the rhimes 


were preſſed home in a public eſſay, it ſnould be 
ſufficient to extirpate that kind of verſe for 


ever. As to my opinion concerning the choice 


0 4 1 ject, 


bf Englith metre, I dare not touch upon the ſub- 
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ject, and I will give you my reaſon : I began 


upon it in a letter which I intended for you 


about a month ago; and I ſoon. found that I had 
filled a ſheet of paper with my difſertation, and 
left no room for other things Which Thad more 
mind to communicate. Beſide, I found i it ſo blotted 
that I did not chufe to ſend it; and as the ſub- 
ject is ſo extremely copions, ſhall decline it 
entirely, till za/king may prove as effectual as. 
writing, —As to your advice, with regard to. 
my publications, I believe it to be juſt, and 
ſhall, in all probability, purſue it:—I am afraid, 
by your account, that Dodſley has publiſhed my. 
name to the School-miſtreſs. I was a good deal 
diſpleaſed at his publiſhing that poem without 
my knowledge, when he had ſo many opportu- 
nities of giving me forme previous information; 
but, as he would probably diſregard my reſent- 
ment, I choſe to ſtifle it, and wrote to him di- 
rectly upon the receipt of yours, that 1 would 
be "ghd to furniſh/ him with an improved FOpJ 
Hanne it wich Gan — deſires it 
ſoon; and I am at a fault to have the opinion of 
my friends, what alterations or additions it will 
be proper to inſert. I have ſcribbled a copy, 
which I ſend this day to Mr. Graves and Mr. 
Whiſtler; but I am grealy fearful I ſhall not 
receive 
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receive cheir criticiſms time enough, and I ſhall 
have the ſame longing for yours. A journey 
to Whitchurch, which I have long propoſed, 


might unite all theſe advantages ; and I heartily 
with I may be able to effect it without inconve- 


nience. If I 80 2 I call on you, 
I am, | 
ever and entirely yours, 5 


reine a 2. 
1 r 


W. SHENSTONE. 


Lx. To the ebe. 


| 1 2 A 2 +31 4 The Lal: 
Dear Sir, p 1 M.ar. 28, 1751. 


# i 


NA ſtupid fool was I, to ſhew you 


wherein. "he, declares himſelf. ſo freely againſt a 
regular. correſpondence | ſee the effects of it! 
You have taken immediate. advantage of his 
example, and I muſt never more expect an an- 
ſwer to any letter that I ſend you, in leſs than 
half a century. I wrote to you after I came 
home, to thank you for all your kindneſs at 


I-—, 


_ thoſe, letters of my friend Graves, 
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—. &c. but not a ſyllable have I been able 
to receive front you, or a word that I could 
hear concer ing you. A eould, however, 
very eaſilyj cbnvinee you, that Mr. Graves 
(your precedent) is not altögether ſo hardened 
an offender as you may imagine. His laſt letter 
is a very affectionate recantation. I incloſe that 
part of it nen f Mr F—. c 
Ma a alba of ABEs are tegen, 
broken by the ſudden death of the Prince of 
Wales! Vours, my good friend, which ſeems 
to be deſtroyed amongſt therreſt, has, I think, 
of late given you no ſolicitude. Vour intereſt 
in Mr. N— wil remain the ſame, I ſuppoſe; 
and if he would but ſerve you nearer home, 1 
will” have no ſort of quarrel with him that he 
did not tranſplant you into Cornwall. —It is at 
leaſt ſome gratification to à perſon's ſelf-· love, 
when one finds the more ambitious hopes of 
more aſpiring 1 people as liable to be ſuddenly 
extibguiſhed "as" one's own. "However, the 
Ache of the Prince gave mea good: deal ef CON 
cern, though it no way affected my my" par: riicillar 
imetelt, as he” had all the humane, affable, 
and generous qualities, which" could recen 
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1&6 not : 97:0 51031 171 6 K 1080 5d : | „ | 
x. Graxes has. ſent me two copies of verſes. | 
One on Medals, zo Mr. Walker; and the other, 
on, the late Memoirs of, the. London Heroines, 
Lady V-, Mrs, Bilkington, and: Mrs, Fhillips. 
Both good in their way, which eV ſee 
when you come VF 
Tater 997 395111 

Have you fn the firſt 1 2 of he Scri- 
bleriad, by Mr. Cambridge: The | Verſes 
written in a Country Church-yard ? Mr. W. 
Whitchead's Ode to the Nymph of | Beiſtol 
Spring! on, her np you ſeen ? Vouq live 
infinitely more in the world than I do;;;who 
hear nothing, ſee nothing, do nothing, and am 
nothing. Remedy this unhappineſs, by ſending 
me ſomewhat that may rouſe my attention —1 
muſt except hat I hear from my Lady Luxbg- 
rough, who indulges me now and then, with-a 


ar r „im 511 2boit 500 mw 
1} »>d lc think 1 1G09q gnradgs 9100 
Ir you ſhould think « this letter more than 


akually dull, you uſt Know, that, ſince I. ſaw 
you, I have, been generally diſpirited; till abour 
a fortnight. ago I found, en nervous di lorders 
that 1 greatly diſliked, and, upon examination 
was told J had a nervous fevers : For this 1 have 


been taking ſaline draughts and bolus's, and 
bope I am ſomething better ; though I am far 
fron 
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from well. I would not indeed have written to 
you at this time, but I choſe not to defer ſend. 
ing the incloſed poſtſcript. —You, who have 
ſhared many of my happieſt hours, will excuſe 
the en of a more c than ordinarily dull one. 


83 


"Mas. 3 comes up to enquire — my 
health, and wiſhes I may get better, that I may 
ſtir out and ſee” the pretty creatures in the born. 
It ſeems, ſhe has a cow or two chat have calyed 


ſince 1 0 1 room. 


War ſhould I —— a deer chat "OA 
kind of chance to afford you any amuſement? | 
Make my compliments to Mrs. —, and believe 

me to be ever moſt IE 


e Yours, : 
W. Sur NSTONE 


1 rave juſt taken and f ggned a leaſe for life 
of the terrace beyond my wood, for which. I am 
To pay annually the ſum of one ſhilling.—Am 

not I a man of great worldly importance, to 
"purchaſe ground and take leaſes thus ?—What 
matters it whether the articles that ſecure the 
premiſes to me, would alſo cover them or not? 
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Mr ſervice to Mr. Rat; 5 will ks not 
come and fpend a'week with me —1 think you 
cannot bone be rs at 2 a time. *i 


l 


LXIV. To Mr. Free 


or | 5 The 1 
Dear Mr. Graves, Feb. 16, 1750-1, 
QINGE [received your letter, I have been a 

week at W—.. I believe I may have. told 
you, that I neyer was fond of that place. 
There is too much trivial elegance, too much 
punctilio for me; and perhaps, as you expreſs 


it, too much ſpeculation. But J was: fearful I 


might entirely loſe Mr. Whiſtler's acquaintance, 
if I did not make an effort once in five years to 


return his viſit. Beſides, I ſhould have had no 


hopes of ſeeing him at The Leaſows hereafter ; 
and I am extremely deſirous of ſeeing both him 
and you here, having made many alterations 


which. I do not undertake; but with an eye to 
the approbation of my more ingenious friends; 


bur he ſeems, to my great ſurprize, to renounce 


the thing called 2e in buildings, gardens, '&c. 


grown weary of his own little embelliſhments 
| at 
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at W—, and longs to ſettle in London for the 


would put in excentien immediately; but that 


he thinks it mighr give ſome uneaſineſs to his 
mother, if he ſhould quit the houſe that the 


with ſo much difficulty obtained for him. 1 
too am ſick of. che Word 1%; but I think the 


thing itſelf the unly proper ambition, and the 
ſdecific pleaſur# af all h hade any ſhare in the 
faculty of imagination. I need not mention my 
reaſons; you will ſoon conceive them. And, 
however the caſe be, there is one branch of it 
which ſo totally engroſſes the perſons” with: 


whom I prineipally converſe, that I u aſto- 


niſhed to hear him ſpeak even with indifferent 
concerning the reigning taſte for rural decota- 
tions. I could ill forbear telling Mr, Whiſtler, 

that he was now literally a beau in a band- org 
but the freedom might have given more offence! 
rhan the joke was worth. He has dmpeoved ! 
the place: extremely; but I do not like his e- 


lonnades. You know, nothing of | thatikindos!. 


tolerable, unleſs regularly executed in ſtone: 
that is one thing. Another is, that colonnades are 
ornaments which will not n 
tive. Mr. — (whoſe houſe only I ſaw) has been 

at the expence of à large cornice round in} in 


| i eee e 


{tucco-work 
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aucco - work mithin doors, he is quite extrava- 

ant. I mention. tlieſe things upon a ſuppoſition 
that you may Hke to hear any thing that re- 
cards the place; but indeed they are ſo mighty 
triſing, that 1 bught to doubt my ſuppoſition. | 
I ſupped with Mr. 'P-—s' family once at Mr. 
W—'s, and once at Mr. Ws, and all was 
mighty well ; only 1 happen to have a violent 
averſion - to card- playing, and at: W I think 
they do nothing e. So that, on account of 
my ignorance at quadrille, or any ereditable 
game, I was forced to loſe my money, and two 
evenings out of my ſeven, at Pope Joan with Mr. 
P—'; children. Mr. M to make me amends, 
invited me to breakfaſt, and ſhewed me your 
rerſes. J aſſure you, 'you have no occaſion for 
a better advocate than Mr. W—; whether 
with regard to his Judgement, or his lf 1 in be- 
half of the ſubject, the verſes, or the poet. 
1 would fain have obtained a copy but he did 
not care to give one without your commiſſion. 
I hope you: will oblige me ſo far. I like them 
very much; the ſubject is genteel, and the 
verſes cafyiabd) elegant. We agreed upon one 
or two different readings; and one ſtanza that 
concerns cards ſhould; I think, be corrected. 
Not that I would have you leſs ſevere upon cards 
nn Warleren glad to find, that you gave 
them 
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by them 0 little⸗ quarter. - 1 ſometimes thought 
1 that Mr. Ws ſeeming fondneſs for them was 
a. kind of contre-caur Be that as it will, his 
objection to the ſtanza, as well as mine, Was 
ſolely founded on the verſiſication, not the ſen- 
timent. 1 liked his Latin verſes ; - bur they do 
not interfere with yours. Send me a copy, and 
conſine my uſe of it by what limitations you 
pleaſe. My reigning toy at preſent'i is a pocket- 
book ; and I glory as much in Furniſhing it with 
the verſes of my acquaintance, as others would 
with bank-bills. I did not know when I went 


to W—, but I might have heard Mrs, G— 


accuſed of certain queſtions touching their law (1 
mean 'of forms and ceremonies); but I did not. 
On the contrary, I had the ſatisfaction of hear- 
ing her perſon, her temper, and her under- 
ſtanding, much commended z. but this I did not 
want. The delicacy of your taſte is equal with 
me to a thouſand commendations. Mrs. W— 

is really ſo much altered by her indiſpoſition, 
thar-I did not know her. '-She talks of going to 
Bath this ſeaſon; —T talked of it too, and wiſh 
it of all earthly things. You muſt know, I could 
not have come to Clayerton- in/tead of going to 
W, as J. did not. determine on the expedition. 
at home; but at a friend's houſe, where I Was 


betwiat twenty and thirty miles on my way thi- 
ther. 


3 — . 1 
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ther. Beſides, I would allo myſelf more time 
when I turn my facg towards Bath, than T could 


this winter Tour inyitation, as it is very 


 obligiig, ſo it Has many eoncurring circum- 


ſtances to recommend it at this time. I watit to 
recover my health, which muſt be recovered by 


Bath, or err 1 want to have you ; read 


ſome trifles of mine, which muſt be. ratified by 
you, or na ane; but principally, and above all, 
do I long to ſee. you, my old friend, and Mrs. 
G—, whom I expect you ſhould render my new 
one, —I am oÞl iged for your charirable endea- 
yours to ſuppurt my ſpirits; Tour cortipany 
would do it edu, but ſcaree any thing 
leſs, in winters Solitary life, limited cireum- 
ſtances, a phlegmatic habit, and diſagreeable 
events, have given me à melancholy turn, that is 
hardly diſſipated by the moſt ſerene-ſky;; but in 
a north-eaſt wind is quite intolerable. After a 
long ſtate of this kind, upon every acceſs of 
amuſement, one is apt to think it is not rigbt to 
be happy; that it is one of Wollaſton's im- 
plicit lyes; a treating chings contrary to what 
they deſenve. our ſituation. at Claverton is 
admired by moſt people; and, if vou could 
connect ſome little matter in the e 
ene n | - 
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b is now | high time to 5 pleaſe Jou. ThE i is 


| not a letter, but an olio. I defire my compli- 
ments to Mrs. — mw am 9 and 


wn, 

rag "ies 5 8 1 
5 5 : ai W. Surngtos, 

As I muſt now ufc a frank, T will 400 you a 


few inſcriptions: your imagination will ſupply 
the ſcenery, on which, what merit they may 


| have, depends. There were different readings ; 


in they firſt copy, of which I beg Tops opinion, 


, ha Grit. 


« At leaſt this calm ſequeſter'd ſhade 
* Ambition never dares ee 


. t 
- 166. = e ec. 4.91 ih 
tnt 11 1 al 


Go, Hicher the plaintive haltyon Fo 
"_ "Braille all the Face e that One 1 880 
M deſign was "_— to convey Sis lean 


ideas of things, which, though proper to the 
| place, 


» 
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place, El perſon might not chance toffee there 
bnce in twenty times. Mr, Lyttelton and Lady 
Ayleſbury neceſſitated me to give them copies, 
though they probably did it out of cotnptai- 
fance only: I gave them in the mariner I ſend 
them you. I hope you have not entirely dropt 
your love for rural ſcenes; of which you were 
once ſo fond. I will allow your taſte for medats 
to preponderate —T beg, dear Sir, you would 
hegle& no opportunity of calling on me.—1 wilt | 
tome to Chaverton WHE 1 . 
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Lav, Toi: a Friends 
| i OL. The 1 

Dear Ii. EY 3 ; 55 Sept. 17,7 Tit 
Jak very fenfbly oblitzed to you for the 

diligence, and expedition Which y have 
ſhewn in anſwering my late requeſt : | I cannot 
feel the very tenderneſs of friend{bip to be at all 
abated in me by our long ſeparation ; nor a 
it at any time be poſſible J ſhould, ſo long as I 
receive ſuch "teſtimonies of your uſual kindnefs 
aud ingenuity—l have no fort of exceptions to 
make againſt” the province in which you were 
engaged at Cheltenham, nor rhe light i in which 
oo you 
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opinion "or | your independeney, you would gain 
in their idea of your merit, genius, and learn- 
ing ; and then you had all thoſe advantages far 
deſſu—As to the compliments that were paid 
ro Mrs. G—, you have ſomething of the ſame 
ſort of reaſon. to be pleaſed with them, that I 
have to be pleaſed with thoſe chat are given to 
my place; which I conſider as naturally poſ⸗- 
ſeſſed of many beauties, each of them brought 
to light, and perfedel through my own diſ- 
cernment, care, and cultivation. And then, 
your pleaſure ought to be ſo much greater than 
mine, as you have a nobler ſubje to enjoy 
Mrs. G— has too much ſenſe to object — 
— of this . * e e 
I cannot help at a few irokes to your 
Pe of Mrs. —. I think her an extremely 
ſuperficial female- pedant: for after an interval of 
many years ſince I firſt converſed with her at Mr. 
5, I found her converſation turn ſolely 
upon the ſame topics, definitions, and quotatians- 
I believe, I could eaftly' enough have recom- 
mended. myſelf to a greater degree of her fa- 
vour; but her vanity and affectations were beyond 
hat I could-bear;—Your account of is very 
7 and en to the idea I n 


L1H f 


had of him ; but I believe that idea was per- 
fected by what obſervations I made when I had 
ſome of his company at:London.—There was 
ſomething aceountable enough to me in their 
burleſquing Mr. Is monody. He is, vn 
know, engaged in a party; and his 
(though an extraordinary fine compoſition) was 
too tender for the public ear. It ſhould bare 
been printed privately, and a number of copies 
diſperſed only among their friends and acquain= 
tance ;—but even ſo it would have been 25 
publiſhed; and it was too good to ſüppreſs. I 
wiſh the burleſquers of ſuch ingenuous . 
fions could be puniſhed, conſiſtently with Eng- 
gliſn liberty. Where were ye, Muſes, &c.” 
is imitated from Milton,” and taken by Milton 
from Theocritus. I write Greek hams 


| bur r the r 


na Sd as no Hem "Au iran; ws wn, 
e . 

' I nzarD, once berge it was -burleſquet 
under the title of An Elegy on the Death of 
« favourite Cat;ꝰ but the burleſque will die, 
and the poem will forvire=Yi tell me, © The 
* Author of Peregrine Pickle fays, if you will 
" fatter Mr. Lyttelton well, he will at kat make 
5 - Hm. 


Wd MR. SHENSTONE'S 


F.yqu a Middleſex Juſtice; ; and it happened 
oddly that, whilſt I was reading your letter, a 
neighbout told me, I was put in the commiſſion 
of the peace. I have never received a ſingle 
line from Mr. Whiſtler, and I believe my Jour- 
ney to W has given the final blow to our 
friendſhip. . Pray, was not Mr. Blandy ſome re- 


| lation of theirs, | or only their attorney? The 


afkair 3 is uncommonly ſhacking ; and 1 fancy the 
Cenui ne accounts that Mr. W — ſends you will 
be curious anecdotes at Bath. I ſuppoſe Fo 
have, painted your room with oil colours, and 
Made, it really, hapdſome drew out a Foſiitn 
110 5 medal ſome time ago, for a pannel oper 
Mr. P—'s chimney ; hut they knew. not what to 
ma e of the medal, and had only the feſtoon 
executed in ſtone colour, by a common painter; 
—yours. is better, and in character. am a de- 

gree more frugal than you; for I only uſe quick 
9 either. blue qr yellog. fand to. take 
away the ob) ection which I have, 0 Whited 
walls. LTH ABT HALT <A 


— 


7 


* Tory a rite n the Dean, * 


| ſince he came down; but had little of their.compa- 


ny, for they thought Sir "Thomas Was dying: how- 
ever, by unparalleled ſtreogth of oonſtitution, he 
lagen in violent pain oa laſt Saryrday, when 

he 
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Ry: * 2 EY Ln * 


T of + 7 ER 8. on 415 
he died, very much e He had good - 
natural parts, well improved. by reading modern 
writers, and by the knowledge of the world: 
extremely prudent, conſiderate, humane, polite, 
and charitable.—I have jumbled his more ob- 
vious qualities together, that you may not think 1 , 
am uſurping the Province of a 'news-man. Sir 1 
George will loſe no time in building a new | 
houſe, or doing what is x more than equivalent to 
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the old one. e IM BIO 
5 te tiles 11 27 1993; . e 


IWANr no- temptation to come immediately to 
0. This is 4 melancholy” ſeaſan with me al- 
ways; whether it be owing to the ſcenes I ſee, 
or to the effect of hazy ſkies upon am ill-perſpir- 
ing kin. I' can ſay no more at preſent, than 
that I moſt ardently deſire to ſee you, and defire 
my humble ſer vice to Mrs. *G—. I have a 
chalybeat ſpring i in the middle of my grotto: : 
what "you of this inſcription ?. ay 


ive; Us 


2 c Fons FERRVGINEVS 

1 ec DIVARVM QPTVMAE 

06 vin vr SACER.” 
„ . it amique 2 | 


Lam, n Mr. — P 


„ 


our: moſt aflctionate 52 5 


W. Suxxsroxx. 


P 4 IXVI. To 


neſs, ſo his benevolence only ſullered by — 
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FR Ts Mr, PE RT, on he Death of 


Mr, ee Brother, 


Phe dea, 


Der! Mr. en 78 | 2 15 Sy | Beb. 4s 1752. 


o wi be amazed at my long ſilence; 
and it might ably excite ſome diſguſt 


. 


. my. days had paſſed of late in the manner 


they uſed to do: but T am not the man T was; 
perhaps I never Mali be. Alas my deareſt 


friend! I hayeloſt my only brother]! and, fince 


the fatal clgfet of November, I have had nei - 


ther Pie nr weite From aganizing thoughts 
rh AW, UID? eo FOOTE IAIN 


| Fav, T4biah;"bave fern wy Feb Un 


4 perkaps' hüd 8 opportunity of diſtinguiſhing 
him from the groupe of * hom we cal 


good- natured men. Tbis part of dis 


was ſo viſible in his countenance, that he was 


generally beloved at fight; 15 who muſt be al- 


lowed to know: kim, do aſſure you, that his un- 
derſtanding was no way inferior to his benevo- 


lence. He had not only a ſound judgement, 
but a lively wit and genuine humour. As theſe 
were many dimes eclipſed by his native baſliful- 
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= E 7 F ER R 8. #17 | 
thewn to an- exceſs. 1 here mean his. giving too 
indiſcriminately into thoſe jovial meetings of 
company, where the warmth of a ſocial tem- 
per is diſcoyered with leaſt reſerve; but the 
virtues of his head and heart would ſoon have 
ſhone without alloy. The foibles of his youth 
were wearing off; and his affection for me and 
regard to my advice, with his own good ſenſe, 
would foon have rendered him all that I eould 
have wiſhed in a ſucceſſor I never in my life 
knew a perſon more ſincere-in the expreſſion of 
his love or diſlike. But, it was the former 
that ſuited the propenſity of his; heart 3 the 
latter was as tranſient” as the ſtarts of paſſion 
chat occaſioned it. In ſhort, - with much true 
genius and real fortitude, he was, according to 
che Engliſh acceptation, ** a truly honeſt man: 
and I think I may alſo add, à truly Engliſh cha- 
rater. ; but * habeo; dixi? immo hab fratrem 
& amicum, Chreme l All chis haye 1 %% 1 In 
him. He is now in regard to ht world no 
more than a mere idea. And his idea, there- 
fore, though deeply tinged with melancholy, 
. 1 and ra og Erber ns Fre- 
Veer 4 * þ 
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10 BELIEVE 1 mooie yen eee his 


illneſs laſt ſpring ; from whiek to all appearance 
e | | he 
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4 he was tol erably well recovered: „He took che 
air, and viſited about with me, ; during the 


CEQf3 16 


| warmer months of ſummer z ; TE my pleaſure | 
was of ſhott. duration. Ea g Hatte l lateri lethal 
undo!“ The peripneumony, under „ Which 
he labored the ſpring had erminated i in an 
adheſion, of t Jungs to the. p pleura, ſo that he 
could never lie but upon his right ſide; and 
this, as, the weather grew colder, occafioned 
os obſiruſtion/ that aquld-nerer;be ſurmounted. 
; N \Þ ihe r ff Fj vir „0% #3 Nos 
Taoven my reaſon 5 — me of the 
event, I was not the more prepared for it—Let 
me not dwell. upon At, lt is altogether iaſup- 
portable in every reſpedt.; and my imagination 
ſeems more aſſiduous in educing pain from this 
oeccaſion, than I ever yet found it in adminiſtering 
io my pleaſure.— This hurts me to na purpoſe— 
I know it; and yet, when L haze avoe HR INF 
thoughts, and fixed them for a ,while upon cm- 
mon amuſements, I ſuffer the ſame ſort of con- 
ſciouſneſs as if I were guilty, of a crime. Be- 
lieve me, this has been the moſt ſenſible afflic- 
tion I ever felt in my life; and you, who know 
my anxiety when I had far leſs reaſon co com- 
plain, will more eaſily . it , Oe. A * 
able to deſcribe i ite iner mon 


— 


T CANNOT 


82 E. 127 * * 855 $19 
1 CANNOT Ts to o fl d up! my dh why : 
my uſual ſubjects.— ſhould thank yon for your 
remarks upon'my Poetry; ; but I deſpiſe poetry: | 
and I might tell you of all my litrle rural im 
provements ; but I hate them. What can 1 
now expect from my ſolitary rambles*throngh 
hem, but a ſeries of r reflections 
and irkſome anticipations? —Even the plea- 
ſure 1 ſhould” take in Ae wing them to Dou, 
the greateſt they can afford me; müſt be 
now greatly inferior to „ it might ee 
have been. nig. e. VIII -ROIOR 
uh ee 80 5 N eee 
ow Hatz . eli my ſorrow on'occa- 
ſons that little concerned me IU am aſhamed to 
think of that idle Elegy upon Autumn,“ when T 
have ſo much more important eauſe to hate and 
to condemm it ; But the glare and gaiety of 
the Spring is What I principally * dread; when T1 
ſhall find all things reſtored but my poor bro- 
ther, and ſomething like thoſe lines of Ann 
ml Fa for eyer eee, 1. OY 
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e Thus, with 5 year, 
a Seaſons 1 return; 3 but not to me returns 
A brother's cordial ſmile, at ere or morn. 9 
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he no more 


5 -yierbown eſteem me a gamer- Ill do they judge 
of this eyent, who think that u ae of 
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I ſhall then ſeem to wake from amuſement, 


company ; every rt of inehriation with which 
L have been endeavouring to lull my grief aſleep, 


as from a dream; and I ſhall feel as if I were, 


that inflant, deſpoiled of all I have chiefly 


valued for thirty years together; of all my pre · 


ſent happineſs, and all my future profpets. 
The melody ef birds, which he no more muſt 


hear; the chearful beams of the ſun, of which 
muſt partake; every wonted plea- 
fare will praduce that ſart of pain to which my 


temper is moſt obnoxious. Do not conſider this 
as poetry Poetry on ſuch 6ccaſions is no more 
than literal truth. In the preſent caſe it is % 
for half the tenderneſs I 5 
| done pn it" gas 


eee ee 893 


amends can be made for the death of a b 
and the diſappointment of all my ſchemes, by 
the acceſſion of ſome "a; which I never 


* 4, pk Hf ard ch 


Tars is 1 — narrative: 'F will not, 
* ** . —Amengſt all . 


a ww 4 
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and chances, I often think of you; and pray 


dann * reſt of Our r lives, 
moſt affectionately yours, 


W. Suxxsroxz. 


LXVIL To C W-, EG. 


LAS! dear Mr. W! the terrible event. 

has happened] T have loſt the beſt of 
brothers; and you are to pity, not to CY 
2. unforrunate a pom hes 


Azorr the middle of Norenber 1 bad pre- 
pared a letter for you, which lies now amongſt 
my papers. At that time, amidſt alt my ap- 
prehenſions, I had ſome hopes to ſupport me; 
but before I could ſend it, my fitnation was 


greatly altered, and the month did not 
Wbolly 


there may be no ſuſpicion or jealouſy berwixr us Ts 
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wholly expire, till it hack effettually renderal 
me the moſt wretched of mankind. 


Rr * 7 2 6 POE 


Tavs much it was by I Would tell you; 
vou will pardon me, if L do not deſcend any 
farther into an account bf merit that is loſt, 
and of forrow which i is too apt to revive of it- 
ſelf. Be aſſured, it is to me à loſs which the 
whole world cannot compenſate ; and an afflic: 
ton which the longeſt time I can = will not 
be able to eraſe. 


* 


You Laid, you would let Malter > corfle 
and ſpend a few days with me.—l beſeech you 
do. It will be ſome relief to me; and, God 
knows, I have. occaſion enough for every aff 

. ance than can be drawn From: correſ pondente, 


date then or eee era rrp iT e 


1:44 
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„ 805 Sir, 1 vreſinday proceed i in the aber 
recreations of your garden, and thoſe may at 
leaſt prove a balance for any ſmall diſquiet 

that attend you. If greater ills befal you, Jou 
have perſons near you to alleviate them. A 
l vite,. family, viſitants, male and female feiends 
in abundance, and a table ſufficiently hoſpita- 
ble to attract even your enemies. With me the 
caſe is otherwife. "What I have undergott 
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- hl RS, may you never. feel ſo wuch as in 


apprehenſion! ©. Ne las 1 TELE” 15 


Believe me, my friend, 
* affeftiondrely and iavariably- fours, 


M Kal. March, r 


MDCCLII. W. SHENSTONE, 


LXVIIL. To the ſame. 


Dear Mr. Wm, po NI oky July 22, 1752. 


| DO not know why I made you a promiſe of 
a pretty long letter. What I now write 
will be but a moderate one, both in regard to 
length and ftile ; yet write I muſt, par maniere 
d'acquit, and you have brought four-pence ex- 
pence upon yourſelf for a parcel of nonſenſe, and 
to no manner of purpoſe. This is not tau- 
tology, you muſt obſerve; for nonſenſe ſome- 
times anſwers very conſiderable purpoſes. —In 


fore, by all the rules of ſound logic, you muſt 
allow it to be ſomething ; what I cannot ſay, 
e nequeo monſtrare, & ſentio tantum.” The 
principal 
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love, it is eloquence itſelf. In friendſhip, there- 
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Pfineipal part of a correſponde tet berwixr tg 


idle men conſiſts in two important enquiries 
what we do, and how we do; but as all perſons 
ought to give ſatisfaction before they expect to 
receive it, I am to tell you in the firſt place, 
that my own health is tolerably good, or ra- 
ther what I muſt call good, being, I think, 
much better that it has been this laſt half year,— 
Then as touching my occupation, alas! * Othel: 
* Ioꝰs occupation's gone!” I neither read nor write 


aught beſides a few letters; and I give my ſelf up 


entirely to ſcenes of diſſipation; lounge at my 
Lord Dudley's for near a week together; make 
dinners; accept of invitations; ſit up till three 


O clock in the morning with young fprightly 
married women, over white port and vin de 


pay/ans ; ramble over my fields; iflue on 
orders to my hay-makers ; foretel ain aid fair 


weather; enjoy the fragance of hay, the cocks, 


and the wind-rows ; admire that univerſal lawn, 
which is produced by the ſeythe; ſometimes 
inſpect, and draw mouldings for my car- 
Penters; ſometimes paper my walls, and at 
other times my cielings; do every ſocial office 
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_ «« Sxp vos quid tandem? quæ circumvolitas - 


« agilis thyma? non tu corpus eras ſine pedtore. 


« Non tibi parvum ingenium, non incultum 


« eſt!” In ſhopt, what do you ? and how do you 
do! ?—that 1 is all... 


TELL my young ao Peril, 'your ſon, he muſt * | 


all manner of means ſend me a Latin letter: 
and if he have any billet in French, for Miſs 
Lea at The Grange, or even in Hebrew, 
Coptic, or Syriac, I will engage it ſhall be re- 
_ ceived very graciouſly. Thither am 1 going to 
dinner this day, and there © implebor veteris 
- Bacchi, pinguiſque ferinæ.“ | & 


ALL this looks like extreme jolliry ; but is 
this the true ſtate of the caſe, or ___ not 


more properly apply the 


« « Spem vultu ſimulat, premir atrum corde 
BY dolorem 7"? 1 8 4 


” 


' AcczeT this ſcraml | in place of a letter, and 


| believe me 


*% 


Re, 


„Nel moſt melee) yours, 


\ 


W. SHENSTONE. 
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LXIX. To Mr. 62 on ha Receipt of his 
Picture. . 7 q aha? 


| The Lender: 
Dear Mr. = ODE Oct ct. 3 1332. 


"AM very onfcignedly ad to reflect how 
long it is ſince I receiyed your preſent, and 
how much longer it is ſince I received your let- 
ter. I have been reſolving to write to you al- 
moſt daily ever ſince you left me; yet have 
fooliſhly enough permitted avocations (of inf. 
nitely leſs importance than your correſpon- 
| dence) to interfere with my gratitude, my in- 
tereſt, and my inclination. What apology | 
have to make, though no way adequate to my 
negligence, is in ſhort as follows. After the 
receipt of your letter, I deferred writing till 
I could ſpeak of the arrival of your picture. 
This did not happen till about a month or fire 
weeks ago, when I was embarraſſed with maſons, 
carvers, carpenters, and company, all at a time, 
And though it were idle enough to ſay, that! 
could not find one vacant hour for my purpoſe, 
yet in truth my head was ſo confuſed by theſe 
multifarious diſtractions, that I could have Writ- 
ten nothing . either to myſelf or you: 
. nothing 


L I T EAS. 27 


nothing worth a ſingle penny, ſuppoſing the 
poſtage were to coſt you no more. The work 
men had not - finiſhed my rooms a minute, when 
Lady Luxborough, Mrs. Davies, and Mr. 
Outing arrived, with ive ſervants and a /f of 
horſes, to ſtay with me for ſome time, After a 
nine days viſit, I returned with them to Barrels; 
where I continued for a week; and whither ( 

the way) I go again with Laws Dudley in about 
2 fortnight's time. Other company. filled up 


the interſtices of my ſummer ; and 1 hope 
my dear friend will accept of this apology for 


ſo long a chaſm of ſilence, during which T have 
been uniformly at his ſervice, and true to 
that inviolable friendſhip I ſhall ever bear 
him. eee e 07 e 


I PROCEED now to thank you for the diftinc- 
tion you ſhew me, in fending me your picture: 
I do it very fincerely. It is aſſuredly a ſtrong 
likeneſs, as my Lady Luxborough with all her 
ſervants that have ſeen you pronounce,” as well 


as I; conſequently more valuable to a friend 


than a face he does not know, though it were 


one of Raphael's. The ſmile about the mouth 


is bad; as it agrees but ill with the gravity of 
the eyes; and as a ſmile, ever ſo little outre, 
has a bad effect in a picture where it is conſtant, 

Q 2 though 
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though it may be ever ſo graceful in a perſon 
where it is tranſitory. However, this may be 


altered, when I can meet with a good painter, 
I have no other objection, but to the promi. 7 
nence of the belly. The hair, I think, is 9 
good; and the coat and band no way excep- d 
| tionable. I have given it all the advantage! p 
can : it has à good light, and makes part of m Wl , 
elegant chimney- piece in a genteel, though lit · 4 
tle breakfaſt-room, at the end of my houſe, F) 
Mx. Whiſtler and I are now upon good Pp 
terms; and two or three friendly letters have f 
been interchanged betwixt us. He preſſes me : 
to come. to Whitchurch; and I him to cone 6 
over to The Leaſows; but the winter cometh, - 
when no man can viſit—The diſpute is adjuſted 2 
by time, whilſt we are urging it by expaſtulation.— pi 
No uncommon event in moſt ſublunary * hn 
jeQs! | 
LADY Luxborough ſaid very extraordinary | * 

| Things in praiſe of Mrs. G, after you left usat | 1 
Barrels; yet I ſincerely. believe no more than hal 
ſhe deſerves. I took the liberty of ſhewing wk 
her your letter here, as it included. a compli- ole 
ment to her, which I thought particularly ger bof 
teel.—She will always conſider you as a perſo My 


of genius, and her friend. 
| DorING 


* 
1 
» 


LCYT WE RS. as 


DurING moſt of this ſummer (whereinT have 
ſeen much company either here or at Lord 


Dudley's), I have been almoſt conſtantly en- 
gaged in one continued ſcene of jollity. I en- 


deavoured to find relief from ſuch ſort of diſſi- 
' pation; and, when I had once given in to it, I 
was obliged to proceed; as, they fay, is the 


caſe when perſons diſguiſe their face with paint. 
Mine was a ſort of painting applied ro my tem- 
per. © Spem vultu ſimulare, premere atrum 
« corde dolorem.” And the moment I left it 
off, my ſoul appeared again all haggard and 


forlorn. My company has now deſerted me * 
the ſpleen-fogs begin to riſe; and the terrible 


incidents of laſt winter -revive apace in my me- 
mory. This is my ſtate of mind, while I write 


jou theſe few lines; yet, I thank God, wy 


mk is not _ amis. 


rho "A aer my Sh of a box, &c. 
to Mrs. G—. I had a dozen ſent me; one or 
two of which I could have liked, had they been 
better finiſhed. They were of a good oval, 


white enamel, with flowers, &c. but horribly 


gilt, and not accurately painted. I beg my 
beſt ſervice to her, and will make a freſh eſſay. 


My deareſt friend, accept this awkward letter 


Q 3 fc 


— 


* 


% MR. SHENSTONE'S 
for the preſent.—In a few poſts, I will Write 


again. Believe me yours from the ben of 


my out. 4 | e E 


W. Sakxsronk. 


7” 
b 


1 vil! ſend you a label for made - wine, after 
my own play. It is enamel, with grapes, 
ſhepherd's s pipe, &c. The motto VIN DE Pat: 
* 


LXX, . To Mr. + Jaco 


TWP | The Leaſows, 


Pres 1 with convenience mount my 

horſe, and ride to Harbury this inſtant, 1 
ſhould much more willingly do ſo than begin 
this letter. Such terrible events have hap- 
pened to us, ſince we ſaw each other laſt, that, 
however irkſome it may be to dwell upon them, 
it is, in the ſame degree, unnatural to ſubſti 


tute * n in n place. 


I Do Werd forgive your long ſilence, my 


1 8 ne, do; though it gave me 
„ uncaſinch, 


A 


= 


, . TR IE EI nn EE INNRPEIHu 


r a ” . — 


„ 
8 


uneaſineſs. J hope you do the Pens by. mine. 


L own, I could not readily account for theformer 
period of yours, any- otherwiſe than by ſup- 
poſing that I had ſaid or done ſomething, in the 
levity of my heart, which had given you diſ- 


guſt; but being conſcious to myſelf of the moſt 
ſincere regard for you, and believing it could 


never he diſcredited for any trivial inadverten- 


cies, I remember, I continued {till in expecta- 
tion of a letter, and did not dream of writing 
till ſuch time as J had received one. I truſted 


you would write at 4%; and that, by all my 


paſt endeavours to demonſtrate my friendſhip, 
you would believe the tree was rooted in my 


heart, whatever irregularity you might obſerve 
in the branches. | 


Tus was my - ſituation before that dreadful 


æra which gave me ſuch a ſhock as to baniſh 
my beſt friends for a time out of my memory, 


And when they recurred, as they did the firſt 
of any thing, I was made cee with that 
deplorable misfortune of yours! Believe me, I 
ſympathized in your affliction, notwithſtanding 
my own ; but alas! what comfort could I ad- 
miniſter, who had nged of every poſſible aſſiſt· 
ance to ſupport myſelf? I wrote indeed a few 
letters with di hculty.; 3 amongſt the reſt, one to 


24 my 
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232 MR. SHENSTONE'S 
my friend Graves; but it was to vent 
complaint.—1 will ſend you the letter, if you 
pleaſe, as it is by far my leaſt painful method 
of conveying you ſome account of my ſituation. 
Let it convince you, that I could have written no- 
thing at that time, which could have been of 
any ſervice to you: let it afford you, at leaſt, 
a faint ſketch of my deareſt brother's charac- 
ter; but let it not appear an oftentatious dif- 
play of ſorrow, of which J am by no means 
guilty. 1 know but too well that I diſcovered 
upon the occaſion, what ſome would call, an 
unmanly tenderneſs; but I know alſo, that ſor- 
row upon ſuch ſubje&s as theſe is very con- 
ſiſtent with virtue, and with the moſt abſolute 
reſignation to the juſt decrees of Provi- 
dence. © Hominis eſt enim affici dolore, /en- 
tc tire; reſiſtere tamen & ſolatia admittere, non 
& ſolatiis non egere.“ Pliny.— drank, pur- 
chaſed amuſements, never ſuffered myſelf to be 
a. minute without company, no matter what, ſo 
it was but continual. At length, by an atten- 
tion to ſuch converſation and ſuch amuſements 
as I could at other times deſpiſe, J forgot fo far 
as to be chearful.—And after this, the ſummer, 
through an almoſt conſtant ſucceſſion of lively 
and agreeable viſitants, proved even a ſcene of 
jollity.—It was incbriation all, though of 2 

| 5 mingled 
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mingled nature; yet has it maintained à ſort of 
truce with ien till time can aſſiſt me more 


eſfectually by throwing back the event to a diſ- 


tance. Now, indeed, that my company has all 
forſaken me, and I am delivered up to winter, 
filence, and reflection, the incidents of the laſt 

year revive apace in my memory; and I am 
even aſtoniſhed to think of the gaiety of my 


ſummer. The fatal anniverſary, the © dies 


«© quem ſemper acerbum, &c.” is beginning to 
approach, and every face of the ſky ſuggeſts 
the ideas of laſt winter. Vet I find myſelf 
chearful in company; nor would I recommend it 
to you to be much alone. Lou would lay the 
higheſt obligation upon me by coming over at 
this time. I prefſed your brother, whom I ſaw 
at Birmingham, to uſe his influence with you; 
but if you can by no means undertake the 
journey, I will take my ſpeedieſt opportunity of 
ſeeing you at Harbury.—Mr. Miller invited me 
ſtrenuouſly to meet Dr. Lyttelton at his houſe; 
but I believe my moſt convenient ſeaſon will be, 
when my Lord Dudley goes to Barrels; for I 
can but ill bear the penſiveneſs of a long and 
lonely expedition. After all, if you could 
come hither firſt, it would afford me the moſt 
entire fatisfa&jon.—1' have been making altera- 


tions in _ houſe that would amufe you, and 


have 


F 
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have many matters to diſcourſe with you, which 
it would be endleſs to mention upon paper.— 
| Adieu my dear friend! may your merit be 
known to ſome one who has greater power to 
ſerve. you- than myſelf; but be aſſured, at the 
lame time, that no one loves you. better, or 
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| eſtcems * more. 


W. Suxusroxk. 


1 * 


5 LXXI. To the ſame. 


| 5 The Leaſows, 
Dear Mr. 7 | 2 E 1753. 


Ane! [ have many reaſons to urge 
why. I did not write to you before, or 
viſit you 54, Barrels as I fully intended, I will 
venture to wave all particulars till I ſee you; 
and only. aſſure you in the general, that I was 
never able to write any thing ſatisfactory, or to 
viſit you, at that time, with any ſort of conve; 


nience. 


Fu * , l 
| | l {> + 


_  BELIEve. me, my good friend, if inclination 
might have ruled, I had been with you at Har- 
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bury many 3 ago. Sure I am, they muſt 


be the. cares. of home, and not the pleaſures of 


it, that ever were ſufficient to detain me during 
the winter ſeaſon. Nor do I think I have an 


enemy that wiſhes me more miſerable than [ 
have, almoſt conſtantly, found myſelf ever 


ſince the beginning of it, 


„ 
1 


_ CANNOT eren 1 now fix a time when 1. can ſee 
you; and perhaps it may be deferred till Mr. 
Miller's place will have received ſome advan- 


tage from the Spring: and, in that caſe, I 
would infallibly 1 ſee my Lord Guilford's ; but I 


leave this undetermined: and 1 hope, if you 
can wander from home with any kind of ſatiſ- 


faction, you will do me the juſtice to believe, 


that you have no friend alive who will more 
1 receive you than ER” | 


I nave TOY ſome Per this laſt year, 
and would willingly have you ſee them before 
their colours are vaniſhed ; which, I think, will 
unavoĩdably be the'caſe of one, before a ſecond 


nn ap half cotctaded. 


Tnvus is beauty as | Uncertain as either fortune 
or Things= ( 
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* 8 * FE „ 8 { , k 3 AL 85 5 B70 
I sup OSR you have heard there is a citation 


with 
pitate in n ſpreading the ſtory hey ſay, he has 


a” ” 1 62] * 1 
8 att 
N 


> 


from Doctors Commons, and a writ of © Ne 
* exeat out againſt Mr. W— for an intrigue 


fled into France on the occaſion. What a ſhock- 


ing affair is this! fo early in life ! fo extenſive, 
ſo laſting, ſo e in its conſequences! 


but, | | 12 


« Sic eile Veneri! cui Sa: inpares 
* Formas atque animos, ſub juga ahenea, 
" tne mittere cum Jour mw 


Your e a mine i 5 almoſt, 


to love all people that are miſerable ; but-how 


will the daughters of the Philiſtines rejoice on 


the occaſion ; nay, almoſt countenance ano- 


ther's loſs of virtue by manifeſting their own 


APPRFEnk want * me. 


T HERE is a moſt admirable piece of allegory | 


on this head in the Female Fables, by Brooks, 
if I miſtake not; to whom the author in his 


preface acknowledges himſelf greatly indebted. 


I am truly ſorry to underſtand how much 


wy are alone; I really imagined you were 
much 


T TFT Rus 8. a7 


much happier in point of company than my- 
ſelf, as you live in a much politer neighbour- 
hood; amongſt perſons of genius, learn- 
ing, and humanity. And happier you are; for 
however I make a ſhift to ſcrape ſome company 
around me, they are ſuch as can affe& me with 


little elſe befides the ſpleen. 


Do not dwell too much on ſubjects that make 
you thoughtful ; ſuperficial amuſements are our 
point, till ſome time hence: I am an ill adviſer; 
but 1 preſcribe you the methods which I have 

found moſt effectual with myſelf. 


I Have not been forgetful of the taſk that 
you enjoined me, to give you my obſervations 
on the verſes which you incloſed.—I will write 
my ſentiments on a ſeparate paper. Do not 
puniſh me with filence and ſuſpence concerning 
you, but write. I can ardently defire what I 
but little deſerve, being 


Your moſt aſectionate friend, 


W. 8. 
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| "1x50. To the fame. 5 
| | £ 0s 34} The 8 
| "os Mr. * {MF eb. 27, 1753. 
j | 1 WROTE you ſome account of myſelf, and 
1 | g incloſed ſame trivial criticiſms, ina letter I 
ll. ſent you about a fortnight ago, which I hope 
| | you have received. Tom comes now to enquire 
4 after your health, and to bring back my ode to 
| 4 | Colonel Lyttelton; in regard to which, I deſire, 
1 that you will not be ſparing of your animadver- 
A ſions. I whiſpered my difficulties to Mr. Miller 
at Hagley, how delicate I found the ſubject, 
and how hard it was to ſatisfy either myſelf or 
others; in all which points he agreed with me. 
Nevertheleſs, having twice broken my promiſe of 
ſending a corrected copy to Sir George, I was 
i obliged to make my peace by a fre/þ one, which 
I ſuppoſe, I muſt, of neceſſity, perform. Gite 
me your whole ſentiments hereupon, I beſeech 
you ; in particular and in general, as a critic 
and as a friend. The bad ſtate of ſpirits which I 
| | complained of in my laſt, for a long time toge- 
i ther made me utterly irreſolute : every thing 
1 occaſioned me ſuſpence; and I did nothing with 
| 1 appetite.ä— This was owing in a great meaſure 
il | ; | to 
Ll 
wil 
11 
bid! 
1 1 


— — — ww 


Vn © 1 i. 


LETTERS. . a 


to 2 low nervous fever, as I have ſince diſco- 

yered by many concurrent ſymptoms. It is now, 1 
think, wearing off by degrees. I ſeem to an- 
ticipate a little of that & vernal delight“ which | 
Milton W and thinks g 


> Able to huts | wy 
ns « Al ſadneſs, but * NR EY, 


At leaſt [ backs to 5 my ſilly clue of 
hopes and expectations; which, I know, how- 
ever, will not guide me to any tuns more Tr 
tisfactory than before. 


I navs read ſcarce any new books this ſea- 
ſon. Voltaire's new Tragedy was ſent me from 
London ; but what has given me the moſt amuſe- 
ment, has been the © Lettres de Madame de 
« Maintenon.* Tou have probably read them 
already in Engliſh, and then I need not recom- 
mend them. The Life of Lord Bolingbroke is 
entirely his public life, and the book three Parts 
filled with eg remarks, 


. 


As to writing, I have not attempted it this 
year and more; nor do I know when I ſhall 
again, —However, I would be glad to correct 
that Ode To the Dutcheſs of Somerſer,” 

when 


—— 4 pros _ 


. 
* 
x 
5 
(| 
5 
— 1 
| 
| 
0 
1 
= 
11 a > 
= _ 
11 
- 
2 TY 
4 | 
5 4 
1 = 
1 
* _ 
F ny 
i; 3M 
8B: MY 
\ . 
1 
W- 
+ 1 
[ 
i , 
_—— 
N 1 
1 a o 
+ + Ml 
=_ 7 © SB 
i. 
111 
14 : 
q 
14 
Ty 
LY 
wy 
[3 "2 
1 
1 
7 8 
* 41 
1 4 
4 
2. 


0 
— — we, 3 


240 MR. SHENSTONE'S 


when once I can find i in whoſe hawk; It is depo- 
| ſited. I was Heron a very elegant letter of 
hers, the other day; wherein ſhe aſks for it 
with great politeneſs. And as it includes no- 


thing but a love of rural life, and ſuch ſort 
of amuſements as ſhe herſelf approves, I ſhall 
ſtand a good chance of . having it received with 


partiality. She. lives the life of a  religieuſe. 
She has written my Lady Luxborough a very 
ſerious letter of condolence upon the misfortune 


in her family; and need enough has Lady 
Luxborough of ſo unchangeable a friend! for 


; ſure nothing could have happenediro a perſon 
in her ſituation more ſpecifically unfortunate.— 

Mr. Reynolds has been at Barrels, I hear, and 

has brought her a machine that goes into a 


coat-pocket, yet anſwers the end of 4 a jack 
« for boots, à reading-deſk, a cribbage-board, 


A pair of ſnuffers, a ruler, an eighteen inch- 


« rule, three pair of nutcracks, a lemon-ſqueezer, 


<« two candleſticks, a picquet-board, and the 
Lord knows what beſide.” Can you form an 


idea of it? if you can, -do you not think it muſt 
give me pain to reflect, that I myſelf am uſeful 
for no ſort of purpoſe, when a paltry bit of 

wood can anſwer ſo many ? but, indeed, whilſt 


it pretends to theſe exploits, it performs nothing 


well; and therein I agree with it. So true it 


— — — — ß. 


kn, AY ack — — — _ 


a 


8 72 ＋ T E R 6 24¹ 
is, with nn to "ny" what I told you long 


ago, 


« Multa & præclara minantem 
« Vivere nec recte, nec ſuaviter !“ 


Wu have a turnpike bill upon the point of 

being brought into the Houſe of Commons: it 
will convey you about half the way betwixt 
Birmingham and Hales, and from thence to 
Hagley ; but, I truſt, there will be a left-hand 
attraſtion, which will always make you deviate 


from the ſtrair line. 


I80ULD beaſhamed to reflect how much I have 
_ dwelt upon myſe , in This letter; but that I ſe- 
riouſly approve of egotiſm in eto: and were 
I :0t to do ſd, I ſhould not have any other ſub- 
jet. -I have not a ſingle neighbour, that is 
either fraught with politeneſs, literature, or in- 


telligence 3 much leſs have I a tide of ſpirits to 
ſet my invention afloat ; but the leſs.I am able 


to amuſe you, the more deſirous am I of your 
letters; which afford me the trueſt entertain- 


ment, even when my ſpirits are ever ſo much 


depreſſed. wa ee 9 


Tur univerſal chan which is the lot 
of ſome people, perſons that you and I may 
| R envy 
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enuy at the ſame time that we deſpiſe, is worth 
all that either . or nature can beſtow. . 


I 
1 # 2 : 7 F C 
A; 1 am, with e a e 
3t * 1 
ol 1 
%ͤ . . 11%) Fon & oy 
FEE a ours, 
PO 
| W. Sukxsroxz. 
8 © VL WTE,] "ox 4443p 4 
dec * — — — — 
— 1 mY '# © 4 


IXXXIII. To Mr. Grays. 7! | 
S 8 The Leaſows, 
; Dear Mr. Graves; | : ef Mar. 28, 1753 

AM vexed to find you. have no copy of 


thoſe verſes.—T muſt make a freſh enquiry ; 
and ſhould they happen to accompany thi 


letter, as I fear they will not, be ſo good a 


t) aſſiſt me all you can in the way of hints and 
correfions, Corrections of what is, and hints 
of what may be. I do not reckon much upon 
theſe verſes, or the patronage which you men- 
tion; though the Dutcheſs is a woman of high 
reputation, and has as much Henovoleticeas any 
woman upon earth. ——  <©<- VETO Bu 
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7 oed 9 1621 dini mH O4 16 

1 po #07 inelude the deſign of viking Bath 
as 2 public place: I have long ſince given up 
ſuch ſchemes of gaiety and expence. I viſit 
you and ns Grow þ at che Woe: 1 mean to ay 
ſo. 
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lvocbLATIoR is a point on which I never 
ſpeak a ſyllable in the way of pro or con: 
I mean, not ſo 28 to influence "particulars; 
for, in the general, I eſteem it both right 
and ſalutary; and even rigbt decauſe we 2 it 
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Abo bot 1e wherber Kass“ bes; the 
 diſhonour | of Akku or relations better that 
their! death — It muſt afford one.no ſmall ſa 
tisfaion to give them one's affection and afliſt- 
ance under every frailty t to which human nature 
is expoſed z- At leaft, ſo long as they : are true to. 
friendſhip. * is Mr. Whiſtler's, opinion, as 
well as mine. But Mr. - - — 's caſe is alto- 
gether different; and 1 make no et that 


he thinks as you as Upon the occalion. | Shy 
ail 4 


"Poon Danomes:ddats alfetitiie more FI 
you would perhaps imagine. If yu remember: 
I was at M when the ſcheme of his going 
abroad was in agitation. — I think how this 

R 2 | event 
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event muſt affect Mrs. T—, whoſe concern will 


hot be Jeſſened by her long ſeparation from him. 
1 dare fay he reckoned: upon his relations here 


as this 5% Sate, whatever he might gain elſe- 


Ways and, no doubt, the hope of retiring 
mongſt them has been a conſtant ſpur to his 


ee — The event was always uncertain, 
and has proved at laſt unfortunate ; yet, as 

Melmoth ſays very juſtly, The courſe of het 
« man affairs requires that we ſhould act with 
*'yigour-upon very Precarious contingencies.” — 


I defire you would give me a fight of the Latin 


inſcription. 


-T THINK it was the Gentleman's Magazine in 


which 1 Was e your verſes. e eee 


1 HAVE a « pts 1 binds: ths of your 
place; though I do not remember to have ſeen 
even ſuch-parts-of a fcene' as I have united to- 
gether in my imagination. I cannot think other- 


wiſe than that the front- door opens here, the 


garden- door there, the ſtream runs in this place, 
&c. &c. F | ' * A F 


* Hac ibarSimois hæc eſt Sigeia rellus.” 


ks 1 HE ſight of the place could not e my 
ima eee more deeply; though the impreſſion 


Ian 


„ „% 
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[ am fo acquire will hardly leave one line of my 


reſent one remaining. Cabbage. garden ornee 


is very high burleſque, and affecis the — 80920 
ments FOR Tour friend too ea 245 5 5 | 


Links me hank in ad manner Mrs. Graves 


and you are drawn. 20 as ac, as Jou 
pleaſ .. LH 

I covLD not be clear from your letter whe- 
ther you had received the box or not. That, 
together with the tallies, lay on the table before 
me, while I wrote to you laſt; and went. with 


my letter to Birmingham.—Pray ſatisfy me di- 


rectly whether you received them. — They are 
trifles indeed; but, as they acquit me of my 
rn they are gr arg. of e e geg 


Mn. nine PR not froze 1 letter 


which I ſent him above two months ago: 19 


] think, A n nr a 88 


Lou are ried AI have only to wiſh the con- 
tinuance of your riehes, with ſame diminution of 


your fatigue. And yet the moſt laborious man 


in the world is, I am 1 e more wes. 


than the uy. 
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| a MR. SHE REF ONE'S 
ves ation tran *; E 
"TM Taz Rival 8 * 9 ſome. of Dr, 
Young's s affeations ; and I queſtion if the mo- 
ral be abſolutely true at leaſt, Mr. Addiſon is 
” ſome meaſure againſt. it: but, on the whole, 
I think it a noble Tragedy; abounding as much 
with refined ſentiments and elevated expreſſions, 
|. -as © The Gameſter“ and “ The Earl of Effex” 
be deficient | in Pres CR 


Mr "th 476 nat et ſent. to Sir George 

| Lynelion; ;. 1 ſtart new difficulties, and cannot 

| make them to my mind: yet have promiſed 
aim a copy, and diſappointed him thrice; and 
| 5 can hardly defer jt much tk id itte great | 
| . re 
20 Ei ie akt. b dar 92 n 

1. HAVE: 1 — been twenty yards from home 

this winter. Laſt night I viſited one of my 

; neighbours; and what with wine, fitting up late, a 
perfect flux of diſcourſe, and a't&turnhomethrough 
the dark, found myſelf vertiginous before I was 
aware. Never. did Priox's,manly;deſcription, © 
e drank, I liked it not, Sc., ſeem ſo natural 
to me as it does today. Lam abſolutely vile in 
my own ſight, and L abhor myſelf in duſt and 
1 athes. I was never ſo intoxicated as not to 
3 | "mow what I ſaid, or to talk mere nonſenſe ; 
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Dr was. ay 


and yet how many Wage: could I wiſh unfaid, 
that 1 let fall laſt „ . 


1 e - 2 * 
74 43.4] ye $$.93 © 2 © 


W. are gene to a4” ts new bells to our 
preſent ſet of ſix; to have a turnpike road 
from Hagley to Birmingbam; rhrough Hales; 


and to emerge à little from dur obſcurity.” 1 


' 


am, dear Sir, with complimetits to Mrs. Graves, 


Exer moſt afſeftionately yours, 
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N. To' the ſame, with Obſervations on' 
WEN NO ieee, &c. 

| Dear Mr. Graves, ne July IS, 1753 
SEND you iy Ode, as I ſent it to the 
Dutcheſs ſome weeks ago. Why I pitched 
upon one reading ſooner than another, I will 
not now explain: nor will 1 trouble you to 
make any freſſi remarks upon it at preſent ; 
only, when you happen to read it over at your 
 kiſure, if aty thing” occurs | to you that would 
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248 MR. SHENS TONES 
tend to perfect it, I would beg you occaſionally 


to make ſome memorandums. I have not yet 
received an anſwer ; but, as I accompanied the 
verſes with a letter, 1 ſuppoſe I ſhall receive one 
in return, I alſo added, to fill a blank ſpace in 
my paper-book, a poem which I call © The Viſta;” 
and which you may perhaps recolle& ; how pro- 
perly I know not, for I had the benefit of no per 
ſon's judgement or * | 


. "Low Dudley made Mr. 9 a preſent of 
a piece of plate, a large cup, in conſideration 
of his ſiſter's being at Broom about half a year, 
There was an it, one ſupporter awkwardly 
enough holding up the coronet in his paw ; and 
from the coronet proceeded. a label, with © amo- 
© ris ergo Dudley * I do not 1580 who was 
"the manager, or LIED he had the inſcription; ; 
but 1 think, from Dr. H—, This is elegant 
and enough,” Nevertheleſs, as there may be 
ſome convenience in dazzling the eyes of the 
'people where I dwell, and as fach eyes as theirs 
are not to be dazzled, and hardly frust, by 
elegance alone, I chofe the method that was 
moſt magnificent. —1 with they are not invidious 
enough to ſay, that y arms are engraved there 
for want of ſome of my 9n :' ſo I would not 
de long before Tremove their notable ſuggeſtion. 
A haye truly ſo law an opinion of arms ſince they 


7 : became 


kad. eds. no. 5 ant. i wn 4 YA. wt, bard — 
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wk 3 by money, 5 ſince the 
preſent unlimited uſe of them; that were I to 
find a coat to my name in the office, which I 
did not like, I would not uſe i it; but ſubſtitute 
what was more . agreeable : yet ſome fort of 
right or claim is requitite to ſatisfy one's deli- 
cacy with an opinion of property ; and indeed, 


to fix one's choice, where one has the whole 


furniture of the univerſe for its object.— After 
all, the vulgar are more ſtruck with arms than 
any thing; © ſtuper in titulis & imaginibus;“ 
and, I believe, there were near w o Nuadsed 
people gathered round Lady Luxborough's lan- 
dean at Birmingham, and declaring ber arms to 
be very noble, © or otherwiſe.— I do not, there- 


ſore, chuſe to employ a vulgar mind about this 


matter Were you to go to London, I ſhould 
gladly ſolicit you; or if you have any friend you 
could write to in town, to ſearch the office ; for 
really I have none that I like for the purpoſe. It 
will not coſt above a couple of ſhillings. I will 


ſend you a draught, of the lid of my ſtandiſh 


when it arrives ;—for I really do not know 

what Mr. Hylton will put upon it: I find, he 

conſults with Dr. B—, my Lord's phyſician, — 

De Dudley” would run moſt abominably, and 

Baro Dudley” may be authorized by the fre- 

quent practice of Maittaire Af it is inſcribed 
| 6 Dudley” 
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0 Dudley” aloe, I can add the reſt if 1 mould 
hereafter think c ST NY roger it may be ſo. 


SH ite! 1 


1 verſes to the Colonel are not * ran: 
l | Sou Ae 


l Dt 1-07 bbs: ol? 


la 


1 THINE the Latin "inſcription! to Shih proj 
very elegant; ; and 1 ſhould not care to have any 
part of it omitted. —T would," by all means, 
have this. little hiſtory of his life perpetuated, 
« His ſaltem, c. Aid were you to put it into 
Englich, it would be too long for an inſcription; 
_—unleſs you were, by means of 3 printed 


elegy with notes, or any other ſuch method; to 


produce the ſame effect; and then you might 
make the epitaph as mort as you "Pleaſed, — 
After all, che firft method i is perhaps as eligible, 
When the affair 1 is nearer a concluſion, I ſhould 
be glad to be of any pee vil think, and 


N 8 
i again about it. e 1 S aan 
A Nha E w þ 73 "7 Fs 1. i ad 9 VIII vol 


by Oe now, haying pure to ſuch matters 38 


| | have been the ſubject of our late correſpon· 


dence, I am at liberty to diverſify my letter a8 
L may. I ſhould be glad to know in your next 


; Whether you have heard of late from Mr. Whiſt- 
ler; and whether he is conſined at home as 
. yfual by his mother's ſtate of health. I almoſt 


deſpair 


n 25x 
deſpair of ever ſeeing him again at The Lea- 
ſows, t h there is hardly any pleaſure I ſo 
much covet as that of ſurprizing him with the 
alterations I have made, and the articles I have 
purchaſed, during the five years fince he 1 was in 
Shropſhire : add to this, the ſeveral  acquain- 
tances I have formed which he, would like, and 
the amuſing viſits I could pay hereabouts with 
freedom, —T do not know whether you ſaw Mr. 
Davenport and, his family at Bath this ſpring. 
He is laying out his environs, and I am by appoint- 
ment to go over che week after next. He has 
:alſo. a painter at this time raking views round 
his houſe; Which is one of che moſt magnificent | 
in our county; yet I never leaye home but with 
reluctanee. c really love no PI ACE 4 well; 3 
and. it is. a great favour in me to allot any one 
bel of MF: 3 to this, that my 


hogs. hens I am [moſt free. 1 is in vain to 
ſay, they allow you all freedom, where you 
cannot allow it yourſelf. For this reaſon, I never 
more enjoy myſelf, than Ido. at The Grange ; „ 
and N this PRYOR my * e 


Bl Þ ven er embellibed my chalybeate 
15 ſpringr—The infription Abi on the he, 
"1828 eee, MEI 0 don 
| VN « tous 
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123 


vet 1 1 dees 8 neter ſome of he e following 


* 


be not preferable; if they are, I beg you will 
tell me. One Wer and RON produces the 


alteration: 3 th. 


- . 
1 5 5 4 * 
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Brinn me ever, with wy, belt t comp 
ments to Mrs. Graves, 
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and moſt affectionate ſervant, 


W. SHENSTONEe» 


LXXV. To Mr. Jaco. ; 2” 


The Leaſowes, 

Dear Mr. 355 Jan. 29, 1754. 
AM at a loſs how to begin this letter. 1 
will not, however, after the _ uſual way, 
give you a tedious liſt of apologies in the front 
of ir. Some account of my long filence you 
will find diſperſed throughout the letter ; and 


as for what is deficient, I will O_ * _w 
friendſhip, | - 


— — 
— — — 


THERE 


— 


* aa -. 5 n 
>; 
* 
— — Wa — 
— GET Ae. EE ag een 


s 
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Tuxkz 1 not been a perſon here ſince you 
left me, of whom I could obtain che leaſt in 
telligence concerning you, And as an enquiry 
by the poſt was my only obvious method, Ido 
acknowledge myſelf to blame, * 
all the rer. that I can make, 
| vie 46. 1 g , 
Aur that conflux of vi itrants 13 Te» 
ceived - this laſt ſeaſon, - I vas, 1 once ho 
happy as 1 Was in your, company: was the 
happier in ſeeing Jou ſoz ; and 11 Jou remem, 
ber, I took notice at the ane. how little le your 
vivacity was impaired i in compariſon « of 1 my own, 
II I was then but a dull companion, gueſs whe 
ther ſolitude and” winter were Ikely to r make 
me a better korreſpondent. "Th ve of gaiety 
and humour, which you. were once Fs e's 
to diſcover in my letters, will ard ade 
there any more: not even to the eyes of the 
moſt partial friend I have. Should you deny 
What J affert, and impute it to a fit ef ſpleen, 
yet you may alle that it will ſcarce enliven ay 
letter that I write in winter. Friendſhip ſtill 
remains! Friendſhip, like the root of ſome per- 


ennial flower, even then perhaps gathers 


ſtrength in ſecret; that it may afford 1 better 


diſplay of its colours in the ſpring. A 
#1 DO 


A fwilc cas . 


* 
1 


1 vo not pretend this to be an adequate apo- 
logy. I know, my deareſt friend, that you 
both lite to ſee and hear from me: it proves, 
however, that you haye no vin 425 nal of 
= [eters or my company. 


[ir 1 g e LM 


I AM, as the al is, REY n by 


dle civilities of your Mr, Miller. He took a 


ſhort dinner with me once this ſeaſon, dropping. 
Sir George at Mr. P— lle could not have 
pleaſed me better Here he happened to meet 
Mr. Lyttelton and Captain Whood. He after 
wards break faſted here, and in eneral ſeemed 
glad of every occaſion to bring me the gen- 
teeleſt company. To him 1 owe Miſs Banks and 
Lord Temple. Fat ,you think that Radway now, 
as well as Har Wury, has no attractions for me? 
You know me too well; but I have not truly 
ſach a ſtate of health as to, dare to be from 
home. Friends will ſay, „you may be as free 
* at our houſes as your own, &c.“ and they 
will mean as they ſay; but if you cannot * 
nurſe fo e what is al 8 to the pole. 

I canxoT. gire you a A1 * what ne 
paſſed with me ſince I ſaw you. Lord Dudley, 
with myſelf, made one viſit to Lord Plymouth's. 

. 
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SE ME SHENS TONES | 
We met Mr. and Mrs. Winnin gton. —We took 


a trip to Mr. Vernon? 's, where we found Mr. 
Coventry and other company. The impreſſions 
I received from them would afford ſubject for 
converſation betwixt you and me; but I muſt 


not aſſign too much of my paper to that pur- 


Loxp Plymouth's piece of water ſhould have 
been a ſerpentine, river. I could give you 
ſtrong reaſons.—I think my Lord ſuch a charac- 
ter as will make a reputable figure in life 
beloved he is, and muſt be at firſt ſight. Lady 


Plymouth is the moſt amiable of women; and, 


of all the world, the propereſt perſon chat my 


Lord could have choſen. The plan for their 


houſe I think right; ; ſuppoſing it right to con- 
tinue it where it is. The park is capable of 


ſome conſiderable beauties. Lord Plymouth 


has been once here ſince, and talks of cauſing 
me to come, and deſign for his environs 1 
feem'to'be highly in his favour. —1 hope ſome 
time to meet you there. 


Mr Ode, after an aſtoniſhing Fe was pre 
ſented to the Dutcheſs of Somerſer.—lt pro- 
duced me two genteel letters from her Grace. 
1 am well ſatisfied with the event, for ſome rea- 


ſons, 


— — = — 


12 rr IAS. | og 
ſons, which I will one day give you—none of 


moment. Soon after this, Dodſley preſſed me 


to contribute, as amply as I pleaſed, to a fourth 
volume of his Miſcellanies. I at firſt meant to 


do ſo pretty largely; I then changed my mind, 


and ſent only ſome little pieces. Part of theſe 
were my own; part Mr. Whiſtler's, Mr. 


Graves's, and ſome accidental pieces of others, 


which I found in my bureau.—1 purpoſed to 
ſend ſomething of yours too; of my/elf, if I 
was hurried ; elſe, not without your conſent. 
What I thought of was, your Linnets. Laſt 
week he writes me word, that the town will 
now be too much engroſſed by the buſineſs of 
elections; and that he does not proceed this 


winter, —So that we ſhall now, you ſee, have 


time to meet, or write upon the ſubject. 


Mx. Gratis ſent me the incloſed little fable, 


for Dodfley, if I approved it.—I made ſome 


alterations, and ſent it. Return it to me, if you 
pleaſe It is pretty 3 ; but the inſcription muſt 
be © To a Friend.“ | 


S5 correſpondence I have had this winter 
with Mr. Hylton, about toys and : trinkets 
which he gers done for me in London. He is 


by far a better Friend and carroſpondent than a 
8 Poet. 
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port. Should you take a trip to town, he 
N ye en "_ to fed you. : 5 | 


1 an now, like the reſt of 8 Peres 
fing Sir Charles Grandiſon.—I know not whe- 
ther that world Joins me, in preferring Clariſſa. 
The author wants the art of abridgement in 


every thing that he has 1 ok Jam EE 
his admirer. 5 


Mr dear friend! cheriſh anld preferve your 


own vivacity, and let not this phlegmatic epiſtle 
impair it. If occaſion offers, call on me for 
my 0WN ſake; and believe you N not * 6 


Wore afl efignar friend. 


W. Suensrons, 


LXXVI. To Mr. uk s, on the "Alien 
tions of Pleaſure and Pain. 


* 3 5 Leaſowes, 
Dear Mr. Graves, April 29, 1754 
T is a long, long time, according to the com- 

utation of friendſhip, ſince I had the plea- 


e of a line — you, and I write chiefly to 
; | remind 


- K * * E N 2x5 


jemitd 750 of” it; not with any hopes of af. ; 
fording you the amuſement of a ſingle minute. 
In truth, T have not ſpirits for it. The ſeve- 
rity, the duration, the ſolitude, of this winter 
have well-nigh exhauſted them. The ſucceſſion, 
the regular ſucceſſion, of pain and pleaſure be- 
comes every day more clear to me. It begins 
to ſeem as ordinary as the courſe of day and 
night, Thus my laſt ſummer was the 'moſt 
- amuſing 1 ever ſaw; my winter the moſt diſa- 
greeable. Allow me to except one only: T 
mean, that ever-mournful winter, which robbed 
me of my deareſt relation. Sometimes - this 
pain and pleaſure are contraſted within the 
compaſs of a day. Sometimes, in different 
weeks, &c. & c. However, do not think me 
ſuperſtitious. There is hardly a perſon that is 
jeſs ſo. Yet I am firmly perſuaded of the al- 
ternation, either in the mind, or in the events 
themſelves. My ſummer, I ſaid before, was 
highly entertaining ; my winter rendered equally 
diſagreeable, by a .long-continued ſquabble 
amongſt our principal pariſhioners, and by the 
death of my beſt-beloved and the moſt accom- 
pliſhed of my relations, M— D—. She riſqued 
going to London for the fake of finding ſome- 
thing new; was ſeized with the ſmall-pox, and 
died in all her bloom. —The. natural conſe 
8 2 15 quence 
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quence which we ſhould draw from obſer vations | 
of this ſort is, equanimity; % xquam memento 
e rebus, &c.“ and AgAIN, c ſperat infeſtis, me- 
e tuit ſecundis, &c,” Enough of this, which 
: I ſhould not mention, but that the fact itſelf 
ſtrikes me continually more and more; and were 
1 to mark the pleaſing and unpleaſing parts of my 
exiſtence in an almanac, as the Romans did their 
Faſti and Nefaſti, 1 know not if, at the year's 
end, the black and white marks would not 
nearly | balance each other. | 


1 9 Hogarth's Analyſis: itis really 
entertaining; and has, in ſome meaſure, ad- 
juſted my notions with regard to beauty in ge- 
neral. For inſtance, were I to draw a ſhield, I 
could give you reaſons from hence why the 

| ſhape was pleaſing or diſagrecable. | I would 
have you borrow and read it. 5 


Gg aNDISsON I cannot think equal to Clariſſa; 
though, were merit in this age to be preferred, 
the author of it deſerves a biſhoprick. | 


Jaco has been fortunate for once; but the 
value of his livings muſt be exaggerated in the 
news- papers. | 


Is 
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Ir Mr. Whiſtler would give me a viſit in the 
height of my ſeaſon this year, I would look 
upon it as one of the moſt pleaſing events that 
could happen to the remainder of my life; 
and I would not - preſume to hope that fare 
would ever allow me a . 22 of it. | 
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My love of toys is not quite exhauſted. 2 8 

have purchaſed, or rather renovated, ſome that 

are both rich and beautiful, though ſhortof what 1 1 
meant them. I have amuſed myſelf with de- 

ſigning little wrnaments this winter, ſome of 

which may turn to account under the manage- 

ment of ſome Birmingham mechanic.—To at- 

chieve eaſe, in that ſeaſon, is the moſt that I can 

hope ; and it is more than I often obtain. . - 


Excusk this worthleſs letter; which mt coſt _ 
you money, as they tell me franks are uſeleſs. l 
could not avoid ſome uneafineſs upon reflect- 

ing how long you haye been ſilent. Preſent 
my beſt compliments to Mrs. Graves ; and pay a 
tribute of one ſingle half-ſheet to that Ion 
with which I am ever 


Tout, ; | 
W. SHznsroONE,. 1 
8 3 LXXVII. To : | 


> Þ 


* 


„ Mn. SsUr¹ns Tons 


3 To the. 6 on the Death of Mr, 
. Ins Wursrrxk. 5 
. 11 85 5 The 33 
0 Pebr Mr, Graves, „ 
1 HE melancholy account of our dear friend 

| Whiſtler's death was conveyed to me, 
1 at the ſame inſtant, by yours and by his bro- 
3 ther's letter. I have written to his brother 
* - - 0 poſt; though I am very ill able to write 
| | ' ppon. the ſubject, and would ;qillingly have 
8 waved it longer, but for decency. The trium- 
Vrirate Which was the greateſt Happineſs, and 
| the greateſt pride, of my life is broken ! The 
fabric of an ingenuous and diſintereſted friend- 
ſhip has loſt a noble column! yet it may, and 
will, I truſt, endure till one of us be laid as 
—_ low, In truth, one can ſo little ſatisfy one's 

„ ſelf with what we ſay upon fuch ſad occaſions, 
that I made three or four eſſays before I could 
endure what I had written to his brother. —Be 
ſo good as excuſe me to him as well as yau can, 
and eſtabliſh me in the good opinion of him 
and Mr. Walker. 


a 


"BER Mr. Whiſtler! how do i; our litle 


ſtrifes and bickerments appear to us at this 
6 
time! 


time! yet we may with comfort reflect, that 


they were not of a ſort that touched the vitalt 
of our friendſhip; and I may fay, . that we : 
fondly loved and eſteemed each other, of ne. c 


ceſſity. Tales animas oportuit eſſe concor 


Poor Mr. Whiſtler! not a ſingle aac f 
have I made, not a ſingle picture or curioſity 


have I purchaſed, not a ſingle embelliſhment 
have I given to my place, ſince he was laſt here, 
but Ihave had his approbation and hisamuſement 
in my eye. I will affuredly inferibe my larger 
urn to his memory; nor ſhall I paſs it without 
a pleaſing melancholy during the remainder of 
my days. We have each of us received a plea- 


ſure from His converfation, which no other con- 
verſation can afford us at our preſent time of life. 


Aprzul my dear friend! may our remem- 


brance of the perſon we have loſt be the ſtrong 


and everlaſting cement of our affection ] Aſſure 
Mr. John Whiſtler of the regard I have for 
him, upon his 9272 account, as well as his bro- 
ther'ss Write to me; directly if you have 
opportunity. Whether you have or no, be- 
lieve me to be ever on aftectionately yours, 


W. SarneroNn. 


| BzG my compliments to Mrs. Graves. 
S 4 LXXVIII Ta 
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IXXVII. To the had... 


The P37 
| Dear Mr. Graves, 


? Fo — 
HE particulars relating to our poor friend's 
departure occaſioned me much concern, 


. indeed ſome tears: yet as thoſe particulars 
are what one covets to hear, and the melan- 


choly which they produce is never unmixed 


with pleaſure, I think myſelf much obliged to 
you. for the care you took to convey them. It 


is poſſible, the letters I wrote to you and Mr. 


J. Whiſtler might appear too tender from 2 


mere friend of the deceaſed ; but there is a 


ſympathy betwixt friends, which is not always 
found amongſt relations ; nor does kindred im- 


\ ply friend/bip a whit more than friendſhip does 
kindred. It is not many weeks ago, that I had a 
bill filed againſt me in Chancery by young , 


the only near relation I have by the mother's 


| ſide ; and the next in lineal ſucceſſion to my 


— 


ware of the Penn's eſtate. Do not let this ſur- 
prize you. I believe the affair will be accom- 
modated.— He only wanted to procure a diviſion 
of the Harborough eſtate-at a large expence, 
which might be better adjuſted without any ; 

F in 


July 15, 1754« 


a... 8 8 — — 
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in other words, to run his head againſt a ſtone- 
wall, that he might have a chance of cauſing 
it to tumble upon me. Would you conſent that 
ſhould ſuffer him to have the manſion-houſe at 
Harborough thrown into his lot ? ? Were Iſo to 
do, I could make it advantageous to myſelf, and 
the diſpute were at an end; but I have a kind of 
romantic veneration for thac place and family 
which, if you remember, I have ee in 
one of my HEAP bg! Fam OHM 


_ Pray Gwe will e of our letters to 
Mr. Whiſtler ? as I am not conſcious of any thing 
diſhonourable in mine (and I am fare J may ſay 
the, fame of yours), methinks I could wiſh: that 
they might not be deſtroyed. It is from a few 
letters of my own or others alone, accidentally 
| preſerved, that I am able to recollect what I 

have been doing ſince] was born. 

I MT, when I was laſt at n a ſurgeon 
of Bath, whoſe name, I think, was Cleland. He 
knew your name and place ; but, I find, was 
not perſonally acquainted with you.—l am glad 
enough to hear that your place gets into vogue. 
It is, I think, what you ſhould chu, upon all 
accounts, Let the beauty of the place guide 

2 Elegy X V. 
e them 
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them to the merits of its owner. I have often 
thought, myſelf, that were a perſon to live at 


The Leaſowes, of more merit than myſelf, and 
a few degrees more worldly prudence, he could 


ſcarce want opportunities to procure his own 
advancement. My rural embelliſhments are 


perhaps more conſiderable than yours ; but then 


the vicinity of Bath might occaſion you a greater 
conflux,—Your unexpenſive illuminations pleaſe 


me highly.—I have purpoſed theſe many years 
to purchaſe a ſet of tin-lamps, of about four- 
pence a · piece, to ſtick againſt trees, and to uſe 
upon occaſion in my coppice; or rather in my 


grove, where ſome of the water falls 5 


not fal to ſhew delightfull ). 


You aſked me. aboar Jago's 1 The 
living laft given him by the Biſhop of Worceſ- 


ter is, I believe, near an hundred pounds a 


year. With this, he has Harbury, of about 
fifty; and Cheſlerton, a ſort of chapel of caſe, 


about forty; in the whole, therefore, about a 


hundred and-ninety : but then he is obliged to 


keep a curate ; and What I think yet worſe is, 


that he cannot make it convenient to live at his 


new fi ituation, which is a pretty one. 


F HAVE had forme viſitants this ſeaſon ; indeed 
as many, and as „ as 1 a ſort of 


ſeaſon 


A . OP — * 


id 


a= ws A "3 cc 


/ 


ſcaſon could ford - me. A A peer called 
upon me in his way through Birmingham: his 
title was He ſeemed to have a very 
clear head, a very polite and eaſy manner, and 


all the refinement of true taſte, without the 


warmth or appetite.—I could not help think- 


ing him, on many accounts, charaſteriſtie of 
the . nation. 


| WovuLD to God I could ſee 7 you and Mrs. 


Graves here this ſummer! 1 have the fame 


wiſh it may be my lot to viſit you, 1 next autumn. 
Be aſſured, I purpoſe i it. N 5 


1 


I Exrzer Dodſley every wich. = ill 1 


am convinced, be for publiſhing his Miſcellany 


next winter. Would Mr. W—, think you, 


agree, that you and I ſhould be allowed to pub- 
liſh ſuch of poor Mr. Whiſtler's papers there, 
as we judged were moſt likely to do * to his 
memory ? 


Apieu! dear Mr. Graves. Let us recon- 
cile our affections to the ordinary events of life; 
and let us adopt my friend Jago into our ſecond 
triumvirate. I am, however, always, with _ 
culiar attachment, yours, 


W. SHENSTONE. 
Mr beſt complimenn to Mrs, Graves. 
b P. 8. 
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P. S. Stxcx I wrote the foregoing, I have kad 


Mr. Davenport of Davenport-houſe, with all his 
family. — His brother, the clergyman, remem- 


bered you by your picture. — His wife is the 
fineſt perſon, &c. I have ſeen here, except Lady 
Ayleſbury — ingenious, eaſy-behaved, and of an 
excellent <p e come to Bath in a 
forrnight. ME! 


Sick that time, Sir Geotge Lyttelton, Mr. 


Lyuelton, and Miſs Lyttelton. — Sir George 


thinks ſome alterations requiſite in my verſes, to 


which I cannot bring myſelf * to conform — 
| ** 885 | | | 


U 


> Look upon my ſcheme of eubelliling my 
farm as the only lucky one I ever purſued in my 
life, — My place now brings the world home to 


me, when I have too much een to go FO | 


in queſt of 1 lt. 


o : 
N * 


— 


LXIX. To the ſame, on hearing chat his Let- 
ters to Mr. Whiſtler were deſtroyed. 


The Leaſowes, 


Dear Mr. Graves, Oct. 23, 1754. 


Tf T is certainly ſome argument of a peculiarity 
in the eſteem I bear you, that I feel a readi- 


" nels to acquaint you with more of my foihles, 


than 


ee 33 


8 a % _ 7 n — 
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than J care to truſt with any other perſon... I 
believe.nothing ſhews us more plainly either the 
different degrees or kinds of regard that we en- 
tertain for our ſeveral friends (I may alſo add 
the difference of their characters), than the ordi- 
nary ſtyle and tenour of SE letters we ee 
to them. | e 
I coNFEss to you, chat I am conſiderably morti- 
fied by Mr. John W—'s conduct in regard to 
my letters to his brother; and, rather than they 
ſhould have been fo numeceſſacily . deſtroyed, . 
would have given more money than it is allow- 
able for me to mention with decency. I look 
upon my letters as ſome of ny chef-d'ceyvres ; 
and, could I be ſuppoſed to have the leaſt pre- 
tenſions to propriety of ſtyle or ſentiment, I 
| ſhould imagine it muſt appear, principally, in 
my letters to his brother, and one or two more 
friends. I conſidered them as the records of 
a friendſhip that will be always dear to me; and 
as the Hiſtory of my mind for theſe twenty years 
laſt paſt. The amuſement I ſhould have found 
in the peruſal of them would have been alto- 
gether innocent ; and I would gladly have pre- 
ſerved them, if it were only to explain thoſe 
which I ſhall preſerve of his brother'ss Why 
he ſhould allow either me or them fo very little 
weight as not to conſult me with regard to them, 
can by no means conceive. I ſuppoſe it is not 


un. cuſtomary to return them to the * 
7 | friend 
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friend. 1 had no anſwer to the letter which 1 


wrote Mr. J. W—. I received a ring from him; 


but as I thought it an inadequate memorial of 
the friendſhip which his brother had for me, 
I gave it to my ſervant the moment I received 
it ; at the ſame time I have a neat ſtandiſn, on 


which I cauſed the lines Mr. W=- left with it 
to be inſcribed; and which appears to me 


a mor more W remembrancer. 


1 HAVE þ red your new 7 prod ation with plea 


ſure; and as this letter begins with a confeſſion 
| of faibles, I wilt own, that through mere lazi- 
neſs I have ſent you back your copy, in which 
I have made ſome eraſements, inſtead of giving 


you my reaſons on which thoſe eraſements were 
founded. Truth is, it ſeems to me to want 


mighty few variations from what is now the 


preſent text; and that, upon one more peruſal, 
you will be able to give it as much perfection 


as you mean it to have. And yet, did I ſup- 


poſe you would inſert it in Dodſley's Collection, 
as I ſee no reaſon. you have to the contrary, I 


would take any pains about it that you ſhould 


deſire me. I muſt beg another copy, at your 
leiſure. © e . 


I 80ULD like the. inſcription you mention 


upon a real ſtone- urn, which you purchaſe very 


reaſonable at Bath : but you muſt not riſque it 


I | — 


2 a — rare 


upon the vaſe you mention, on any account 
whatever. et» | 


Now I mention Bath, I muſt acquaint you, that 
| have received intelligence from the younger 
Dodſley, that his brother is now there, and that 
none of the papers I ſent him are yet ſent to 


preſs ; chat he expects his brother home about 
the fourth or fifth of November, when he pro- 


ceeds with his publication. Poſſibly you may 
goto Bath whilſt he is there, and, if 2 may 
chuſe to have an imevicw. | 


* 


ISnAII fend two or thine; little pieces of 
my own, in hopes that you will adjuſt the 
reading, and return them as ſoon as you con- 
yeniently can. All I can fend to · night is this 
« Ode to Memory.“ I ſhall in the laſt place 

deſire your opinion asto the manner of placing 
what is ſent. The firſt pages of his Miſcellany 
muſt be already fixed. I think to prapoſe ours 
for the laſt; but as to the n. it will * 
entirely . 


Adieu! in other wards, God bleſs you I—1 
bare company at the table all the time I am 
vriting. Your ever moſt afkcQionate | 


W. SHENSTONE.« 


—— er nn RI 
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| 8 25 The Lieafowes, 


10 ber Me. Jag, | ET 9 | June 16, 1754 


'ERE. 1. to be my ſemence upon 
the long, ſuſpenſion of our correſpon- 
Peres I- ſhould impute the blame of it, in al- 
moſt equal meaſure, to your/elf and to me. To 


| 1999 for an omiſſion of the letter you promiſed 


me, when laſt in town; to me, for waiting in 
expectation of it, and for neglecting to do Juſtice 
to the ſentiments of my heart on the occaſion of 
your late preferment. Great were the hopes I 
had indeed conceived, that your increaſe of re- 
venue had been accompanied with a place of 
reſidence which was more to your mind than that 
where you at preſent abide; but I do not find 
by any accounts that you purpoſe to leave Har- 
bury : for which, no doubt, you have reaſons 
which I do not yet penetrate z but which may 
demand my aſſent the moment you diſcoyer 
them. I have but little to ſay of the life I have 
led fince you received ſome account of me from 
Mr. Hylton in London. The Winter, or at leaſt 
its miniſters, continued to tyrannize during the 
minority of Spring; and the Spring has alike 


* flow in giving up the reins to Summer. Of 
conſe- 


7 
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1 I ſeem in a ſort of middle ſtate, 
betwixt a dull half. animated grub, and an in- 
ſigniſicant loco- motive fly. Neither in the one 
ſtate or other am I of, the leaſt importance; 


but, from the advances Which I have already 


made, you are ſomewhat the more likely to find 
me in your garden. About a fortnight ago I 
received a line or two from our intimate ac- 


quaintance and ſchool-fellow Mr. Hall. It was 
brought me by Sir Edward Boughton's gar- 


dener; a fellow of good taſte, to whom Mr. Hall 
deſired I would cauſe The Leaſowes to be ſhewn. 


I find you have: | delighted Mrs. Hall by ſome al- 
_ -terations which you propoſe for their environs, 


and Which they thoroughly reſolve to put in 
execution. When 1 come over into Warwick - 
ſhire, as J hope to do ſoon, I ſhall be very glad 
to make them à viſit in your company. My 
ſpirits, though far from good, are better, in 
the main, than they were in winter; and, on 
ſome peculiar days, are raiſed: as high as to 
olacrity: . ſeldom higher ; ſeldom ſo . 


Fou ply Chen hence at leaſt). take matters 
in the order or rather diſorder in which - they 
occur: Mr. Miller I ſaw on Wedneſday laſt in 
Lady Lyttelton's coach, who ſtopped two mi- 
nutes at my gate on her return from London. I 
enquired concerning you; but could gather no 

| | '% intelli- 
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intelligence. Mr. Hylton, who is now in War- 
wickſhire (if he have not ſtrolled to London), 
bas been with me ſeveral months this ſummer. 
He is adding a room or. two to his place, which 


lies very near me; and purpoſes to reſide chere 
ſo ſoon as it is finiſned. The ſituation is not 
void of beauties; but, if you will pardon the 


vanity, muſt veil its bonnet to mine. I hare 
heard of planting hollies, ; pyracanthas, and 


other berry- bearing greens, to attract thoſe Black- 


birds which you have ſo effectually celebrated: 
it ſhall be my ambition to plant good neighbours; 
and, what with Lord Dudley and his exo- 


tics, Mr. Hylton with his foſſils, and myſelf 
with my ferme ornée, is there not ſome room to 


expect that we may attract the taſters this way? 
but firſt we muſt take ſome care to advertiſe 
them where their treaſures lie.— Another day is 
paſſed, and Mr. Miller, &c. has again been 
with me, and waked me out of a ſound ſleep to 
breakfaſt He mentions with what reluctance 
he left a ſurveyor at Radway, employed in 
taking plans of the field of battle near Edge- 
Hill. This he purpoſes to enrich with a num- 
ber of anecdotes, gleaned from his neighbour- 
hood ; which mult probably render it extremely 


entertaining: and ſurely Edge-bill fight was 
never more unfortunate to the nation, than it 
Was lucky for Mr. Miller. He prints, together 


WI 
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with this plan, another ſheet of Radway Caſtle. 
I approve his deſign. He will, by this means, 
turn every bank and hillock of his eſtate there, 


if not into claffical, at leaſt into 51 r 
ground. 5 


I nave done mighty little about my grounds 
ſince laſt winter. As indolence has on many oc- 
caſions contributed to impair my finances, it is 
but juſt that it ſhould ſometimes contribute to 
reſtore them. Yet I am not quite deſtitute of 
ſomething new for your amuſement, 

Or late I have neither read nor written a 
ſyllable. What pleaſed me laſt was Hogarth's 
Analyſis, I expect Dodfley down every week; 
and as he will ſpend a few days with me, Icould 
wiſh you were to meet him. His genius is truly 
poetical, and his ſentiments altogether liberal 
and gens 


1 a, at preſent, a ſurveyor of roads: em- 
ployed in repairing my lane to the turnpike. 
How glad ſhould I be to meet you, and to ſhew 
you its beauties! to ſhew you Mr. Hylton's 
new ſeries of coins his deſigns as well as his 
performances at Lappa !—how glad ſhould I be 
toſee you! yea, I would harldly fail to return 
with you to Harbury ; were you to add this 

KS 2 one 
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one obligation. I left Mr. Miller in doubt whe- 
ther he would not ſee me at Radway ſome time 
next week. Evil and capricious health (the 


particulars of which would make a detail of no 


importance) deſtroys all my pundctuality, and 
bids me promiſe with fear. You, I truſt, are 
moſtly at home; and were you. to be at Snit- 


terficld, I would follow you without reluQance. 


So, with hopes to fee you 12 either in 


Warwickſhire or Shropſhire, I relinquiſh the 
| ſubject. 


I navx reſerved a very melancholy ſubject for 
the laſt. May you, and Mr. Graves, and my- 
ſelf, ſtand firm to ſupport the fabrie of friend- 
ſhip, which has loſt a very beautiful column in 
poor Mr. Whiſtler! he died of a ſore- throat, 
which in a few days time turned to an inward 


mortification.—I will ſay no more on the occa- 


ſion: very affecting has it been to me. God 
preſerye your life, your happineſs, and your 
friendſhips! and may you ever be * of that 
with which I am, dear or, 


Your moſt affeionate humble end 


W. Sunxsronr. 


| SHALL I beg a line from vou, as fon as may 


be —1 do, moſt carneſtly. 
IAM 
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I am given to underſtand that I may expect 

a viſit this ſummer from the Biſhop of Worceſ- 

ter; from Lord Ward, Lord Coventry, and 

Lord Guernſey.—It may be ſo; but honours 

of this ſort, which would formerly have affected 

me, perhaps 0% deeply, have now loſt much 

of their wonted poignancy. Can ſuch perſons 
bear to ſee the ſcenes riant, and to find the owner 

oloomy ? Let them, as they are able, make my 

circumſtances more affluent z and they ſhall find 

the reflection in my face and in their reception; 

but, as this will never be, it is no compliment to 

declare; that an hour or two's interview. with you 
or Mr. Graves outweighs the arrival of the- 
whole Britiſh Peerage. 


SOMETHING elſe I have to ſay. Young Pixell 
laſt winter told me, that the organiſt of Wor- 
ceſter had ſet your Ode (The Blackbirds) to 
muſic; that he liked the muſick; and that he 
would ſing it next evening at the Birmingham 
concert. I have not heard him mention it /ince, 
and I forgot to enquire; but, if you happen to 
have the notes, I ſhould be glad if you would 
incloſe theni for me. 


I HAvE been of late much bent upon the en- 
creaſe of horns in this neighbourhood. Do 
vo interpret me perverſely; I mean French- 
* * | horns 
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horns only. My Lord Dudley has had a per- 
ſon to teach two of his ſervants—nothing—at 
my inſtigation ; but your old acquaintance Mau- 
rice, ho lives at the corner of my coppice, will 
exceed them in a week by means of a good ear, 
I have borrowed a horn for him. Adieu! 
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Dear Mr. W—, July 6, 1784. 


you do me jule f in believing that I am 
truly ſorry you have not been well. A 
degree or two of regularity more than what 
you have already will, I fancy, reſtore your 
health, and my ſatisfaction; and I beg you will 
afford me the earlieſt account of your reco- 
very. | 
EL consIDERED Maſter Ws viſit as an ab- 
ſolute engagement, and remained at home in 
conſtant expectation of him for a fortnight to- 
gether.—I am, however, not ſorry, for his own 
fake, that he is gone to Oxford, eſpecially as 
you ſeem to have an aſſurance of its proying ad- 
= yantageous. Pray aſſure him of my earneſt 
wiſhes for his happineſs, and that The Lea: 
ſowes 
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thinks proper to give up a Muſe for a Water- 
mph. 1 £5 


week in London, and is now, I believe, at Co- 
rentry,—He will probably viſit you before he 
comes into this country. He talked of it 
when he left me.—I am obliged to be brief. 


PasT-WOMAN Waits for me, © multa gemens.“ 
Dodſley is the man for your purpoſe.—He has, 
with good genius, a liberal turn of mind, A expect 
him to ſpend a few days here every week. 
| will, if he returns through Warwickſhire, 
_ occaſion him to call upon you; but you know 
he is ofteri lame with the gout, and will hardly 
be able to make any long digreſfion. Na 


Your caſe is exactly mine.—You ſay, you can- 
not bear wrongs with patience, but you can 
ſleep and forget them. — 80 can I—ſo do I. — 
Did 1 never tell you (if not, I do ſo now) that 
indolence will, in a thouſand inſtances, give 
one all the advantages of philoſophy ? and pray, 
it you call me lazy any more, take care that 
—_ jou do not uſe an expreſſion by way of diſpa- 
ngement, which J conſider as the higheſt ho- 
wor. I am a fool, however, for diſcovering 


T4 wy 


ſowes will be always at his ſervice, whenever, 
through the fickleneſs of human nature, he 


I zxexcr Mr. Hylton daily.—He was laſt | 
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280 M R. SHENSTONE's 


my ſecret. What a number of compliments 
ht you have made me NY 4 


60 Tacitus 5 ſi roll corvus, haberet 
* Plus dapis, & rixq minus, invidiæque.“ 


8 


Hap] time, I could-comfort you,under your 
Hl-uſage, by diſcovering to ou the ſimilitude 
of my own Eruation. F 


ne this comply ; accept my compliment; 
carry them to Mrs. tie Miſs W; and believe 


me ever your obliged and moſt obedient hum- 
ble ſervant, | 


W, SHENSTONE, 


ONT: To Mr. Tao, on their Cirabiion 


to Dodfley's Milcellanies. 
3 The Leaſowes, 
Dear Mr. Jago, 5 Jan. 22, 1155, 


AM ſure you muſt be puzzled how to ac- 
count for my ſilence, after the honour you 
have done me by your verſes, and the requeſt 
ou made that I would write —1 am alſo as 
much at a loſs how to giye a proper weight to 
* p 4 my 
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my apology. To ſay I have been ill, would 
perhaps imply too much: when I would 
only allude to that ſtate of heavineſs and de- 
jection which is fo frequently my lot at this 
time of the year; and which renders me both 
averſe to writing, and utterly diſfarisfied vith 
every thing that I do write. | 


— 


Ir at any time my head grew a little leſs con- 
fuſed than ordinary, I was obliged to devote my 
attention to the affair in which I had ſo fooliſhly 
involved myſelf with Dodſley. Vou are unable to 

conceive what vexation it has given me: I could 
not endure to diſappoint him: of conſequence, it 
has been my lot to ſtudy the delicacies of poetry 
when my brain was not ſufficient to indite a piece 
of common proſe ; but as the Mouſe (by which 
I mean my own. performances) will ſo ſoon make 
its ridiculous appearance, it were totally impo- 
litic in me to expatiate on the labours of the 
Mountain. The firſt letter I received from you 
left me greatly diffatisfied: I was then to ſend 
D my nal inſtructions in a poſt or two.—You 
took little notice of any query I made; and in- 
timated a diſapprobation, which agreed 20 well 
with my own internal ſentiments. I knew not 
but you were angry at the liberties I had taken 
though I could have ſuppreſſed any fingle paper 
= vhich 1 had then conveyed to London _— 


SSI, Read A Or HHS any. 


been the caſe, I ſhould have troubled you with 


— ——ů —ͤů 2 OC_s 18 
— 


than their maſter” s poetry. 
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for the future, unleſs I have the company of my 
friends when I ſend to the preſs. Hurried as I 


diferetionary power to ſelect the beſt readings. 


28 MR. SHENSTONE'S 
did I then imagine that it was in my power to 
have protracted the affair till now. Had that 


repeated embaſſies; for I abhor the tediouſneſs 
of the poſt, and my ſervants do little at this 
time of the year, that is of more importance 


Your next letter vines me, that you had 
taken no offence : and fo far I was happy; but 
then I wanted to have your Gold-finches as cor- 

rect as your Black-birds; there were ſome 
things I withed you to alter; and others in regard 
to which I was deſirous to ſpeak my /entiments. 
Add to this, my own ver/es, with which I was 
infinitely more diſſatisfied. Why then did I not 
write : The true reaſon was, that I was preſſed 
by D— to ſend concluſions every poſt; and 
though I have had all this leiſure (as it happens) 
ſince you wrote, I never could depend upon 
more than the ſpace of a day or two. Beſides, 
criticiſms in the way of letter are extremely te- 
dious and diſſatisfactory; inſomuch, that I am 
thoroughly determined never to print any thing 


= SOS = 


Q. e r 


“ 


then was, I ſent up your two copies, and what 
I propoſed for him of my own, with a kind of 


How 


LE TEN . 


How you would approve of this meaſure I knew 


not; but I had this to plead in my behalf, that 
D— was a perſon of taſte Himſelf; that he had, 


2s I imagined, many learned friends to aſſiſt 
him; that his zntere/# was concerned in the per- 
fection of his Miſcellany ; and that I ſubmitted 
my on pes to the ſame * 


AFTER all, I am but a ſatisfied 
with the preſent ſtate of theſe contributions. 


D— writes juſt ſo much as he deems neceſſary in 
the way of buſineſs, and paſſes by a thouſand 
points in my letters which deſerve an anſwer. 


His laſt acquaints me, that he has ſpent a whole 
day in the arrangement of what I have ſent 
him; and that he purpoſes to ſend me proof- 


ſheets before the cloſe of this week, deſiring I 
would ſend them back by the return of the poſt. 


Whether they arrive on Saturday or 'on Mon- 
day, I can keep them till the Thurſday follow- 
ing. | 


Axp this brings me, in the laſt place, to the 
main purpoſe of this letter. It is a requeſt on 
which I lay great ſtreſs; and which you mult 
not refuſe me upon almoſt any conſideration. —1 
beg, in ſhort, that you would promiſe me the 
favour of your company on Monday (or even 
Tueſday) next, if poſſible ; and let us jointly fix 


the 
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: th e readings of your pieces, of my Non, and 8 


thoſe of our common friends. — Vou will i imme- 
diately comprehend the expeatehicy of this; now, 
in particular, that our names are to appear. 
Some alterations I think neceſſary in your Gold- 
finches, and there are two or three ſtanzas 


which I think you might improve.—Neverthe-_ 


leſs, I will not pretend that this journey is ſo 
reguiſite upon your on account as mine; and 
will recommend it upon no other footing than 


the pleaſure you will receive 8 the 8 


which * will confer. 


1 THOUGHT to have . berg; but, az 
an envelope is now become altogether neceſſary, 
have a temptation to proceed which I ny not fee 


before. 


Tr is now become Friday the twenty-fourth of 
January. - The packets I ſend, and the requeſt 
that I make upon ſo /ittle warning, will, at firſt, 


aſtoniſh you.—Unforeſeen interruptions would 
not ſuffer me to diſpatch my courier ſooner. — 
What then remains, but that I endeavour to 
adjuſt this affair ee to its n © circum- 
ſtances? * 


| You will readily conceive from what you ob- 
ſerve j in my packets, how deſireable your com- 
pany 


*L BrÞ TE R 6. Its 
nany | is to me at this juncture. Suppoſing it 
then in your Power to come over on Monday, 
Tueſday, or even Wedneſday, I am inclined to 
believe you will. Suppoſing it not ſo, I can 
foreſee you will not have leiſure to ſatisfy my 
queries by the return of the bearer ; and what I 
would next propoſe is, that you would either 
ſuffer me to ſend again to you betwixt this time 
and Thurſday next; or that you would yourſelf 
diſpatch a purpoſe· meſſenger, and allow me to 
pay for his journey.—In either of theſe latter 
caſes, I am ſure you ſo well know the nature 
of my preſent irreſolution, that you will endea- 
vour to afford me all the aſſiſtance you are able. 
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Apizv! my dear friend q and depend upon 
my beſt ſervices on een, occaſion. 


I am ever owe moſt alfetionate- 


— — 
r Ho SL 2 
S _— 


and: Py obedient bean, | 
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| LXXXIII. To the fame, on the 8 Subjea, 


V ned The Leaſowes, 
Dear Mr. Jago, Feb. aa, 1755. 


„ 1 RECEIVED a letter from Dodſley, dated 
Ee” 1 the fifteenth of February; informing me 
that you were then in town, had been with him, 

and left your directions whither he 83 ſend 

you a ſet of Miſcellanies. 


1 


„„ % ALU... ̃ —ůͥi ac ww was 4: 7 


FzBRUARY the twentieth, and not before, 
arrived young H=— with your letter; very 
obligingly intended to give me previous notice of 

! your journey; but which, by the iniquity of 
chance, tended only to acquaint me with an op- 
1 which [ had . 


THERE is nothing could have been ſo forty- 
nate as your journey to London, had Mr. H— 
thought proper to bring your letter in due 

.time.—What excuſe he made for his neglect, 
or whether he made any, I have really forgot. 
This I know, that the whole affair has been un- 
lucky. There has been abundant time for con- 
ſultation, and a perfect ſeries of opportunities 
of which we have not been ſuffered to avail 
qurſelves.—It is now three weeks or a month 
| ſince 


LLP TIER $3 Uh. 
ſince I corrected the proof-ſheets ; was ſo hur- 
ried in the doing of it that I ſcarce knew what 
[ wrote ; and yet, in ſpite of all this hurry, the 
book is hitherto unpubliſhed. Now, indeed, 
it muſt be much too late for alterations, as DB 
has given me ſome room to expect a book this 
rery day.—I know but little what he has done 
in conſequence of that diſcretionary power 
with which I, through haſte, was obliged to 
intruſt him: but in what T have done, my/eff, 
you may expect to find all the effects of _—_ 
unn 


Ir is now the aveneyabied of Ne and 
I have received no freſh account of our friend 
Dodſley's proceedings; nor am I able to trace 
them, as e in the news- papers. 


As to your ſhare of this Miſcellany, you can 
have no cauſe to be diſſatisfied. —After what 
2 he has thought proper to print Lady 

Is verſes, I am a good deal uncertain; but I 
apprehend he has not followed her own read- 
ings very preciſely, and that the blame thereof 
is to be thrown upon me. l am concerned forthe 
memory of my poor friend Whiſtler ; and re- 
gret that his better pieces did not fall into my 
hands. I think that Dodſley, however, would 
have done him greater juſtice, had he inſerted | 
his 
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' his tranſlation of Horace and Lydia, „ 1615 


true, the tranſlations of that Ode are out 2 
number; but Hic, if 1 miſtake: not, had many 

beauties of its own. —I do not know whe- 
ther 1 ever hinted to you, that his genius and 
that of Ovid were apparently congenial.— Had 
he cultivated his with equal care, perhaps the 
ſimilitude had been as obvious as that of your 
twin-daughters. — Mr. Graves has one ſmall 
well - poliſhed gem in this collection; his verſes 
upon Medals.—His little conjugal Lote Iong is 
alſo natural and eaſy.—I old you what I leaſt diſ- 
liked of my own puerilities.—If the printing of my 
Rural Inſcriptions be invidious, it was altogether 
owing to the inſtigation of Sir G I.. There are 
four or five little matters, which, if he have print - 
ed with my name, incorrect as they are, I ſhall be 
utterly diſconſolate; at leaſt, till I get ſight of 


a ſucceeding impreſſion. For though. I am not 


much ſolicitous about a poetical reputation (and 


indeed it is of little importance to ſo, domeſtic an 


animal as myſelf), yet I could ill endure 10 paſs 
for an affected, powerleſs e. 


Ax now no more upon the ſabjet.— as have 
nothing to add that can the leaſt amuſe you.— 
"You, who have been converſant with all the buſy 
and the ſplendid ſcenes of life, can want no ma- 
terials to make a W 2 — 
3 8 


J 


a K rn 0 
you never did. — I ſhall be glad; however, to 


receive a lung one, * what e In 
n 


1 HAVE paſſed a : dull and es | 
winter; my health indeed rather better than 1 
experienced it laſt year; but my head as con- 
fuſed, and my ſpirits as low. I live in hopes of : 


an opportunity of ſeeing you. at Harbury ; but L 
begin now to receive viſits as an honeſt beggar 
does an alms, with my humbleſt thanks for the 
favour, and with a deſpair of making a return. 


Praten my next 3 may Uifourer, =— 
what more reſalution : inclination I never want; 


being at all td fingular. affection yours, 


W. SHENSTONE. 


— © \ 
IXXXIv. To the ſame. 
i Tess 
Dear Mr. Jago, | April 3, 1755- 


HAVE ſo long expected che fayour of a 
few lines from you, that I begin at laſt to 


queſtion whether you received the letter I ſent 


FN It was incloſed in one to Mr. M- 
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hom I requeſted to further it with all con- 


lect the whole contents of it; nor indeed; if 1 
dere, could I endure the thoughts of tranſcribing 
them. The chief intention of it, however, was 

to acquaint you of Mr. H 's unhappy delay 
in the delivery of that letter Ar which 5 8 fa- 


P 
* 


1y acquainted me of your being at Wroxall 


intimating that you diſcovered any deſign you 


to expreſs how impatiently I long to /ee you. 
_ Wortdly concerns and my winterly ſtate of health. 


you have much leſs diſlike to travelling than my- | 


MR..SHEN-S TON Fs 


venient expedition. I am neither able to recol- 


vue me from 1 


i n me in a botpielon that my 
laſt letter mifcarried, is, that Mr. Wren late- 


upon buſineſs, and of your making ſome flight 
mention of Mr. Dodfley's publication, without 


had of writing to me. This is mere preamble 
and ſtuff: implying nothing more than the de- 
fire I have to hear from you, when it ought alſo 


have detained me at home for theſe . many 
months paſt : worldly concerns may have con- 
fined you likewiſe ; but as your health and ſpi- 
rits are univerſally better than mine, and as 


N . * — E 
— v . . * 4 7 * - 4 
» dee 3 Loot NOI A OLI. ACS r ORE OUR I Tn IT FAG TT 1 . ( IND Ye ASAT N n =) N nts FN, DE _- 
8 8 * FF Nh he ref 83 hs > 2 OO TS Hibs WA PEO ET ORG ROT 7s 08, OE I TION WG 3 1 n r r Coho? n 
. þ p 27 N . > a1 * * 3 * * 3 al 
n : - 8 


ſelf, I would hope that my abſence from Har- 
bury will never cauſe you to neglect any oppor 
tunity of cotting hither. For my own part, || 
have been meditating W 

winter; 


EEE TITLES 
winter; ant do, at this time, reſolve moſt fire: 
nuouſly to perform it before. June: But the 
many ſuch ſchemes of pleaſure in which I have 
been diſappointed are a ſort bf check upon my 
| expreſſions, ahd make me promiſe with fear. 

As to Dodſley performance, which you muſt 


have received before this time, I will make no 


obſervations till IJ have the pleaſure of ſeeing 


you : and yet there are many points I Would 


diſcuſs, and many accounts I want to give you. 
80 may indeed, that they would furniſh our 
perhaps a ſupetficial drawling letter; but would 
ſerve infinitely better for converſation, with the 
bock before us. The volume, I am told, is well 
received in town; though political intelligencę 
muſt engroſs much of its preſent attention. 


Ma. HL rox is in my neighbourhood, 5 | 


upon the point of ſetiling at his farm. Could you 
poſſibly ſpend a week with us, we would try to 
make it agreeable. At all events, I beg to hear 
from you; and rhat, not merely as it will afford 


me great pleaſure, but as, at the ſame time, it 


will caſe me of ſome ſolicitude. I will not make 
this a long letter, though I wiſh to receive a long 
one in return; having a head very little quali- 
fied to add any thing that may amuſe you, 

though a heart yery ſincerely and affeQjonarely 


at your ſeryice. Tu : 
W. SHENSTONE:« 


* * LXXXV. 


* 


ts * placed to my account, yet do I by no means 
imagine, that you will deſire me to fill half this 
letter with apologies. Suffice it, that I owe all 
the world, at this time, either letters, viſits, or 
money: yet that my heart is as well diſpoſed in 


owe to you has been a troubleſome inmate 


daily remonſtrances againſt the injuſtice which I 


horſe, and make my perſonal apologies at Har- 
; bury. = 


- nuſcript which he ſhewed me. Alas! that 1 


farm) ſhould come expecting to. find all things 
managed here according to the perfection of 


8 ev» 


un 


IXXXV. To the fame. 


U The e 
per Me. Jago, $2 1 1756, 


"HOUGH the ſilence chat has prevailed © 
for ſo long a time betwixt us be, I fear, 


each of theſe reſpects, as that of any one per- 
ſon who is inſolvent. The regard indeed that 


within my boſom for ſome time paſt ; making 


have done it; ; and urging me ſtrenuouſly to take 


I. return you many thanks for Mr. 
8s company, and for the ſight of the ma- 


cannot ſpare money to drain and to improve 
my lands, or to put L any part of his excel - 
tent rules in execution ! and yet that Mr. Childe 
of Kinlett (hearing my. place always termed a 


huſbandry ! As little can I pretend to _— 
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Mir. 1 8 treatiſe, as his treatiſe will my farm: 


no farther at me/?, than in what regards the file, 
or plan of his performance. Yet could I wiſh 
to ſee both it and him again before he prints 
it; wiſhing him all the ſucceſs which his very 
endeavour deſerves. Aſſuredly the preſent is 
not the time for his publication: more immediate 


remedies than can be derived from agriculturs 


are become abſolutely requiſite to relieve the 
ſufferings of this nation. I ſhould be extremely 
well-pleaſed to viſit you at Harbury, but cannot 
even propoſe to myſelf that happinefs at preſent; 
and were I even to promiſe, haye but too much 
reaſon to know the uncertainty of my perfor- 
mance. Yet am I ſenſible enough we ought to 
meet, if we purpoſe that, what we print ſhould 
have the advantage of our mutual criticiſms. 
Let me then conjure you to come over, at your con- 
yenience, for a few days, that we may agree at 
leaſt upon ſome general points, and make no 
worſe a figure i in the future Miſcellany, than we 
have done in the foregoing . — But I have 
really more things to ſay chan I will pretend 
to /crawl upon paper; nor can I endure to retail 
a few particulars, while I am — to com- 
municate we whole. | 


LET me acquaint you while 1 remember, that 
there is at this time a Mr. Duncombe and his 
bs Sce the Edinburgh Us Ne. © 
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ſon, clergymen, that are publiſhing a new tranf, 
lation of Horace. Whatever you may think of 
their ſucceſs, after Francis, I believe I may pro- 
nounce them men of real merit, and in no wiſe 
deſtitute of learning or genius. They have re: 

| queſted me to communicate any verſion or imita- 
tion that I can furniſh, either of my own or of 
any friends; wherefore, if you have any thing of 
this ſort, T ſhould: be glad if you would put it 
in my power to oblige them. The fon has an 


«Ode to Health” in the fourth volume of 
ag 4 $ Miſcellany, Tn, 


„ 


Uunbun the head of Kh Thave mighty 
lde to convey. — The houſe at Hagley is, in a 
manner, finiſhed, ſo far as concerns the ſhell ; 
and wants nothing beſides a Portico to be as com- | 
pleat as moſt in England. — Pray remember me 
to Mr. Talbot, Mr. Miller, and Mr. Holbeach ; 
ſhould they call upon me next year, they will 
find my place better worth their” notice, 


I au, and have been ever, cordially and moſt | 
affoftionately, 


. Your moſt obedient ſervaiit, 


1 
* 


W. SHENSTONE. 
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LAXXVI. To Mr. pong nk hw Account | 


ot Politics and ann 


1 155 The Leatowes, 


Dear Mr. Graves, p April +. 1755. 


V'S U will be harrafſed with my letters till 
you condemn my exceſſive leiſure as loud - 
ly as I have lamented that you ſhould ever feel 


the want of it. Nor is it à point ſo eaſily de- 
cided which of us may be the greater fufferer ; 


you through my offcieuſneſs, or I by your long 


filence. Yet the partiality which you have ever 


my letters more patiently than it is in my power 
to ſuſtain the loſs of yours. After all, I ſhould 


not write at preſent, but that the Miſcellanies, 


with which Dodſley compliments us, arrived laſt 


week at The Leafowes. I deſire therefore yon 


would acquaint me, whether the ſett that he 


means for you ſhould remain here till your 
arrival; or if you chuſe that I ſhould ſend 
it by the Birmingham-ſtage to Bath. Having 
made this enquiry, I was thinking to-conclude 
but cannot reconcile” myſelf to the novelty of 


ſending yon three empty pages. The Parliament 


will riſe too ſoon for the publication of my 


ba . een * and having performed my 
„ promiſe 


— —— — EE TG 


— 

—̃— — 

.. ns rene — —— 
rr 
0 © 97 eee 

* * 7 — r 


N — — — * 


_ 
— — Ad es . 
— — — —— . 


— eg pero en 


— 


— 


ND — — 


* 
— wy 
r 


— — — — — _ _ - 
„ — ot by * * 


. << ao e_e ms, hs 
pon ns wy ——— 


— 7 — — —ͤ — = — — 


4 
% 
* 
7 
7 

* 
7 

4 
1 
z 


gee oC by n K — —— 
* rn n 
* — WAS — 


296 MR. „n s N 


. promiſe 10 Dodſley, 1 think no more abom 
ſuch laurelt as the publia can beſtow upon me, 
but am giving all my attention to ſuch as I can 
| purchaſe of my nurſery- man. I with, however, 
that the volume may recompence Dodſley for his 
trouble: I may alſo add, for his ingenuity, and 
For his politeneſs i in giving each of us a compleat 
ſett. They are elegantly bound, 2 2 as 
pe. alike as Poſble. 


— 
— 


"To PAP ERY erifs * fine-alfains 8 not 
1 to favour his publication, as the attention 
5 of the public muſt lean greatly to that quarter. 
g 1 faw a letter from Sir William M — (wha 
correſponds with Lady Luxborough), which placed 
| the-{truggles of the miniſtry in a clearer light 
| ' than they had yet appeared to me. It ſeems 
„„ perions of all denominations are for carry - 
3 ing on the war with vigour; and the King's ap- 
| *plication for a Vote of Credit was received with 
| general approbation. The zeal of the Parlia- 
| | liament, was indeed ſo remarkable on this occa- 
| - Ton, that, inſtead of the,600,000 J. at firſt in : 
_ tended, it was thought proper to propoſe a mil: 
lion. But the fervices were aſcertained, and the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer made accountable 
for the application of it. The augmentation of 
the fleet with 20,000 ſegmen; the raiſing 5000 
g armes gn 8, Pan of riding them into ſmall 
fs * 
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companies, which will render them more uſeful 
both by ſea and land; the completion and re- 
inforcement of the Iriſh regiments; are the uſes 
to which this million is to be appropriated. Mr. 
Fox and his land · war- party fat mute, whilſt Mr. 
Legge with great openneſs and perſpicuity ex- 
plained the preſent ſchemes; as they were cal- 
culated, to exert our whole ſtrength at ſea, and, 
if poſſible, no where elſe. Mr. Dodington, 
who, jt feems, has not ſpoke of many years, 
charmed eyery body. His wit did not only en- 
tertain, but animate and affect his hearers. 7 
« were better, he ſaid, than loſe the dominion of 
* the Ocean, that the Ocean ſhould overwhelm us: 
„ for what Briton could wiſh to leave a poſterity 
* crawling upon this iſland, only to feel the ty- 
* ranny, and fepell the vidtories,. of France?” It 
ſeems, F 1 in his oppoſition to the Duke of 
Newcaſtle, is ſupported by the Duke of Cum- 
: berland, his army, and the Scotch : that the 
miniſtry (or the D. of N—'s party) ſeem not 
diſpleaſed with a proſpe& of uniting with the 
Tories, who now hold the balance; and it 
| ſeems the Tories, by Sir William's eine: are as 
little 3 to n ab Miniſtry. 


You will gueſs that good part of this politi- 
cal account is tranſcribed; and you will gueſs 
aright, I had ſome dh that ic might 


amuſe 


* 
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* 


295 MR. nE STONE 


amuſe you, and had no occaſion to uſe 8 
Let me now, once more, return to tho 


futile objects of my own amuſement. The im- 


preſſion upon this letter will be taken from my new 
ſeal. The motto that I have pitched upon is, 
SYVPEREST MEMORIA: though I yet retain ſome 


hankering after the fingle word PRAETEB 1118. 


Probably this, however, is not the laſt ſeal that 
I ſhall cauſe this man to cut in ſteel. The altar 
is not yet finiſhed : ANTE OMNIA MYSAE ; but 
it does not quite ſatisfy me.—I will ineloſe the 
two laſt letters I received from Mr. Dodſley; 
- but you muſt not think I build too. much upon 
any compliment which he there makes me—lt 
is true, I think him a very ſincere man; but he 
cannot have been © converſant ſo long yy 

modern: writers, but he muſt conjecture, when 
their piece is publiſhed, that they a little hun- 
ger for applauſe. I am now uncertain whether 
you will receive a letter from him; as he has, 
unaccountably I think, ſent your boals hither, 
and not to Bath. I am, however, fully fatis- 
fied, that your firſt and laſt pieces, more «/þe- 
cdl, do credit to his collection „ and muſt pleaſe 
all perſons of taſte, ED e 


. DESIRE my beſt reſpects to Mrs. Graves, | 
who will be pleaſed to ſee the affection that 


ubſiſts berwixt you e She will fe 
| fe 


LETTERS, 4 
feel ca ſatisfaction in the prof of friend» 


p that are made you by your moſt een : 
and i Faichful ak ſervant, 3 


110T N 


P 


W. $xEtnsroONE, | 


| LXXXVIE. To the n with a Recommenda- 
pq of Mr: Nane to his Aae 25 


From Mr. an, Jul 7 

"4 Irm am uy 2 
Dear Mr. Graves, | nk ME ples 
F were needleſs for me to recommend to you 
a perſon whom you ſo truly eſteem as Mr. 
Dodlley ; and from whom you will gladly re- 
ceive à yiſit, not more upon 7 account, than 
upon his and your oανn. All I beg is, that, 
conſidering the ſhortneſs of his time at Bath, 
you will be acquainted with him at firſt ſight; 
which, I think, ſhould ever be a maxim with 
perſons of genius and humanity. — He has 
made a few days extremely agreeable to me at 
The Leafowes ; has been ſhewing me his new 
| Tragedy, which! wiſhed you alſo might peruſe. 
If I be not unaccountably impoſed upon by my 
friendſhip for the writer, the extraordinary 
merit of this performance is altogether un- 
2 | queſtionables 
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queſtionable — will not inform you throu gh 

what hands it has paſſed i in town; becauſe T 
. would have you communicate your Kan to 
him with entire freedom, being aſſured the de- 
licacy of them may yet be of ſervice, and that 
the openneſs with which you communicate them 


will be infinitely pleaſing. to Mr. Dodſley. He 


has done me the honour to aſł me for an epi- 
logue:—I ib, but fear to undertake it.— 


Should any lucky hint occur to you, I well know 
how much you are able to manage it to advantage. 


In that caſe, I would beg a line from you the 
Hirſt opportunity.— What talk I of a line from 
you, who am, at this very time, many letters 
and apologies in your debt? but I cannot add 
many ſyllables to the letter I am uriting.— 
will write again in a few days. Mean time, my 
compliments to Mrs. Graves; and remember, 
chat Mr. Dodſley and you become well , 
be: at firſt fight. 


1 am ever, dear Mr. Gen 


| Your moſt afletionat humble bn, 


W. 85 ENSTONE- 


ILXXXVIII. To 


E 8 . 3 MES, 33 , a * 3 
2 e e ED LE N Pas 
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XVII. To $i 4 on Me. Dodlley =] 


his Works. 


A "The Gs 
Dear Mr. 6 : | Mar. 7 1757» 


FT HAVE paſſed a very dull and - unamu- 
five winter here— the worſe, for being 
neither dj iſpoſed nor qualified to keep up a cor- 
reſpondence with my friends: with hen, among 


the chief; and yet, it is upon you that I muſt 


depend to make up my deficiencies with Mr. 
Dodſley.— The poor man has been afflicted with 
the moſt laing fit of the gout he ever under- 

went before. His patience, on theſe occaſions, 


is inimitable. His excurſion to the Regions f 


Terror and Pity is not the only inſtance of his 


| ability to compoſe verſes in the midſt of pain. 


+ When he ſent me a copy of it, he let. me know, 


that he had tranſmitted another to you by the 


ſame paſt. I ſhould be glad to receive your re- 


marks upon it, ere I communicate my own. I 


have, for ſome weeks paſt, found my head ſo 
terribly confuſed, that it has been with difh- 


culty I could think or expreſs myſelf on the moſt 


ſuperficial topic. I hope, in a little time, to 
be able to examine it more attentively than I can 


a preſent : yet, in the mean while, muſt ac- 


7 | knowledge, 
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362 Mi. SHENSTONE'S 
knowledge, that I think: his. ſubj ect capable of 


furniſhing extraordinary beauties for an Ode: 
and ſuch, T think, he ſhould call it; dropping 
the narrative parts, and the connexions as much 
as poſſible. I cannot wiſh him to print it without 
very material alterations; and what would oc: 
caſion almoſt the ſame trouble as it would re- 
quire to neto- write it. I do not mean this as x 
' condemnation of what he has already done; ſo 
much, as a proof of my opinion hom much he 
will be able to improve it. After all, it will ſcarce 
affect me half ſo much as his Tragedy. He is 


ſo honeſt a man, that the work he has to give I 
the world is much better than the ſpecimen | apo 
or, to borrow. an idea from my ſituation, the will 
grain that he has to deliver will prove much me 
better than the ſample. It is with ſhame I ac- ſend 


knowledge I have not yet ſent him his epilogue ; 
and I feel the greater compunction of mind upon 
this ſcore, as it is poſſible he may impute my 
neglect to Garrick's refuſal of his play. This 
weighs nothing with you or me; a thouſand 
' motives may affect a manager, that have little 
or nothing to do with the merit of the per- 
formance; yet he may ſo far thank Mr. Gar- 
rick, that whatever his refuſal takes from the 
reputation of his Tragedy, it will, through 
Dodſley's induſtry, add apparently to its value. 


1 have not yet been able to . myſelf with | | excit 
eren | 


Vit E 1 7 E R B. 17 30g 
every. part of your ö ue, and muſt either 
omit ſending it at preſent, or muſt ſend him an 

imperfect copy. If you write to him, let me 
beg you to givet the moſt favourable account you 
can of me. 4 i FFF 


:  SomeBoDY Ants me a think it was Me. 

Talbot), that your old friend Ballard had be- 
queathed you his coins for a legacy. I was truly | 
glad to hear it; but have wondered ſince, that 
jou never once informed me e of fo conſiderable 


an a acquiſition I, 


I REMEMBER a poem of yours, called — 
upon the preſent taſte in gardening ; which you 
will not wonder if my late employments make 
me wiſh once more ta ſee. Be fo kind as to 
{end me a copy of this, as well as of any other 
little pieces that you have in your bureau. Some 
of yours deſerve 'a better place than what is 
aſſigned them in the Magazine. In particular, 
I remember that upon Enigmas, and Mopſy. Be 
affured, I will make no »/e of any without your 
previous conſent. You' know, I ſuppoſe, that 
Dodſley's other Miſcellanies do not appear be- 
fore next winter. -I received from him, toge- 
gether with his Ode, a few Elegies publiſhed by 
Mr, Whitehead. They are, I think, worth your 
peruſal ; and deſigned by my worthy friend to 
excite my emulation.— Alas] that I am ſo ill able 

=, do 
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N ry. He follows the . edition. 


1 1 R. SH EN 8 TONES. 


to deſerve the encouragements which! I receire | 
from * | 1 


Mr W i Baſkerville, at "hs. cloſe of 


this month, publiſhes his fine edition of Virgil, 


It will, for type and paper, be a perfect curio- 


1 


Wuar chink you of chely management in re- 
card to Mr. Byng ? I cannot help thinking the 


King ſhould pardon him. The Court martial, 


by acquitting him of cowardice or diſaſſeclion, 
have left no motive for his negligence, beſide an 


error of his judgement : for we cannot impure it 


to ſupineneſs, indifference,. or inattention. And 
then to ſentence a man for error, is to expett i in- 


fallibility. That twelfth article of war is moſt 
undoubtedly ill expreſſed . Pray do not forget 


my beſt reſpects to Mrs. Graves.—Let me 5 


| * you ſoon, 1 believe me ever 


Yours, 


| IF 


w. Snpasrons 


IT I, 
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NAY Tube Leaſowes, 
Dear Mr. Graves, "SPE? April 8, 1 
W remarks I Jad t to ke upon our 
friend Dodlley's Ode, 1 ſent him the 

laſt poſt. I would gladly have occaſioned. them 
to paſs by  Claverton ; but, having delayed 
them ſo long, I was impatient to convince him that 
[ had not whelly diſregarded his requeſt. They 
are indeed pretty copious ;z and yet I have re- 
ſerved to myſelf the privilege of re-criticiſing 
when J ſee his altered copy. I recommended 
to him the addition which. you propoſed, and 
ſome others; and if he will but take the pains 


that J Lane chalked our for him, I doubt not 


that he will render it an excellent Ode, though 
he may not find it a very popular one. I have 
alſo ſent him a copy of our epilogue, not much 
diſlerent from what you ſaw; to thefe I added 
my little Ode on Lady Luxborough's farniſhing 
her library, and Perry's Verſes upon the Mal- 


vern-waters. At the cloſe of theſe laſt, there 


appears (with Perry's approbation), a ſhort ad- 
dreſs to Dr. Wall of Worceſter ; a very emi- 
nent phyſician, and the patron of this mineral, 
who has promoted a ſubſcription i in the county 

\ towards 


- 


— 
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towards building, near this well, for the accom: 
n of pe Mis Hig 


1 pureosE alſo to give Dodfley the little 


Ode I incloſe, and would beg the favonr of 


vou to adviſe me concerning the additional 
ſtanzas, fix the readings i in the reſt, 1 0 to re. 
turn me we yy ; | 
I come now to analyze your remark on Bal- 
lard's legacy ; which is indeed 'very ingenious, 


but will ſcarce bear examination: nor do I 


think that you rather wiſh to have found that 


ſet of medals, than to have them given you by WW 


a deceaſed friend. Aſſuredly, if we do not al- 
low pleaſure to be predominant in this kind of 
melancholy, we deſtroy the foundation of all 
tragic or elegiac writings. Melpomene has no 
place amongſt the Muſes; and the pains that 
we have taken with our friend Dodſley's pen- 
five Ode have been employed to no purpoſe. But 
you want not theſe pedantic flouriſhes, and are 
_ wholly of my mind. . 


— 


MazTin's Magazine is, I believe, pretty 


obſcure; and I wonder where you got a fight 


of it. It was, however, fortunate enough for 
me that you gave no copy of © James Dawſon.” 


I geyer yet ſaw your verſes on that Grotto, of 
from 


* 


- oy 


from Phedrus, and I want to ſee your W- 


once more, concerning which you are ſilent. 
Your “Pepper: box and . Mopſy” might, I 


think, appear in Dodſley's Miſcellany, either 


with or without your name. I alſo want a copy 
of your verſes upon Riddles; and whenever you. 
have a leifure hour, ſhould be glad if you, 
would look them out and ſend them. 


' 


a and think munen an happy man; at 
leaſt, if your children be recovered, as I am 
inclined to think they are; and give my ſervice 
to Mrs. Graves, for the happineſs that ſhe occa- 


fions you; of which I cannot but partake, being, 
with conſtant and ſincere affection, your moſt 
obliged humble ſervant, 


— 


XC. On the ſame. 


Dear Mr. Graves, | About 1 7 57. 


D O you know my hand-writing It is really 
ſuch a length of time ſince you had de- 
mands upon me for letters, that I am hardly 


able to enumerate the ſeveral cauſes of my neg- 
X 2 lect. 


ö 
ö 
| 
| 
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| 


W. SHENSTONE. 


ſ 


208 MR. SHEN 8 TONE'S 


Tet. This I know, that ſcarce a day has paſſed, - b 
during this interval of ſilence, in which I have 


not remembered you with the moſt affectionate 
eſteem.—I hope you correſpond with our friend 
Dodſley; and that it is not altogether diſagree- 
able to you, to find he is printing ſome of your 
verſes. He has many, alas! too many, of mine; 


which I ſuffered him to take away in ſummer, 


and which the ſtate of my winter health and 
ſpirits renders nie but ill able to reviſe... I be- 


lieve, I am, even now, the principal cauſe that 


his two volumes remain yet unpubliſhed ; nor 


can I expreſs the pain it gives me, to be thus 


detrimental to his intereſts; and. to delay. the 
publication of ſo much better pieces than my 
own. I am alſo diffarisfied upon another ſcore : 
I mean, that I have been wanting to myſelf, in not 
aſking the benefit of your advice; which I have 
heretofore experienced to be at once fo com- 
fartable and fo advantageous ; but although the 
' ſcheme was projected in ſummer, the buſineſs 
of correction was (by me at leaſt) deferred till 
winter, and then I had neither ſpirits to car. 


rect or to ee. 


I Au as really as much obliged to you for 
the pains which you took on my behalf in 
London, as though the /ubjef of your enquiry 


were a thing of more importance to me; but, 
indeed, 
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indeed, you can hardly conceive how. indifferent 
I am now grown, not only as to articles of that 
fort, but to vgs: n . external e 


dour. 


I REALLY have not time to enter upon the 
merits of inoculation; but am very ſure that 
Mrs. G—'s danger was enough to influence your . 
determination. I am heartily glad to hear of 
her recovery; and can bur look upon the weeks 
which 1 purpoſe to paſs ſome time hereafter 
with you at Claverton, as the moſt agreeable of 
any that belong to the remainder of my life. 
I am ſenfible, that if I coveted to /hine in poetry, 
I ſhould loſe no time in viſiting public places; 
but my wiſhes of that ſort are moſt extremely li- 
mited ; and I ſhall viſit you on the account of 
finding that is (paſt all * on a much 


belter Principle. 


11 HAVE bong meant to write to you, and have 
accordingly given ſome anſwer to moſt parts of 
your laſt letter. Nevertheleſs, the occaſion of 
this preſent letter is quite of another kind. — 
A young painter of my acquaintance is adviſed 
to go to Bath ; has a recommendation to the 
Biſhop of B—, who will introduce him to the 
Duke of N—, And though I cannot ſo eaſily 
bring him acquainted with nobles or prime- 

| X 3 - miniſters, | 


\ 


eme 1 
* 4 
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miniſters, I can give him directions to my friend, 


perſon then, who, I ſuppoſe, will be the bearer 


I A EE I EE OOO I INI m * 
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occaſion is, that he is a native of our pariſh, 


in your power to promote his intereſt at Bath, 


who, in point of taſte, is their ſuperior. The 


a... 
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of this letter, has, by dint of mere ingenuity, 
riſen toa conſiderable eminencein fruit-pieces, &c. 
He has been employed by Lord Lyttelton, and 
is much admired at Oxford: for my own part, 
I believe you will think he is in few reſpectz 
inferior to, and has (if I am not miſtaken) ſome 
advantages of, Stranover; but you Will ſes 
his pieces. All I have to ſay further on the 


BELL 


and a particular friend of -mine ; and if it were 


— - 


you would not only highly gratify me; but at 
the ſame time do a ſervice to one of the leaſt 
aſſuming, moſt ingenious, and maſt amiable 
men I know.—I beg my beſt reſpects to your 
family, and am, dear Mr, Grayithy mol affe 
e 


% 


Tours, 
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Dear Mr. Graves May 30, 1758. 


THANK God, I have recovered a tolerable 
degree of health this ſpring; though by no 
means free from ſo much heavineſs and laſſi- 
tude, as renders me averſe to all activity of 
body and mind. In the courſe of my diſorder, 
fo long as Icould bear to think of any ſublunary 
enjoyment, I remembered my friends, and of 
courſe thought much of you; bur its advances 
were ſo precipitate, When I ſent for the phy- 
ſicians, that I ſoon received a wwrench from every 
object of this world: and it was by flow de- 
grees, even after my recovery, that my mind 
took ſo much root again, as appears neceſſary 
for its immediate ſupport. I ſuppoſe you have 
been informed that my fever was in great mea - 


ſure hypochondriacal; and left my nerves ſo 


extremely ſenſible, that, even on no very inter- 


eſting ſubject, 1 could readily. think myſelf 


into a vertigo : I had almoſt ſaid an epilepſy ; 
for ſurely I was. oftentimes near it.—It became, 
therefore, expedient for my recovery, to amuſe 


\ 


myſelf with a ſucceſſion of the molt trivial ob- 


jets I could find; and this kind of careleſſneſs 
I have indulged till it is grown into an habit. 
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Even letters to my friends are hardly conſiſtent 

with my rule of health; yet 1 could be no 

longer ſilent with regard to 9 without feel. 

ing a ſenſation that would hurt me mores This 

may fairly enough be termed the firſt letter l 

i wrote fince my recovery; wherein if 1 

if mould tell you one half that I am inclined io 

do, relating to this dreadful illneſs, What room 

ſhould 1 then leave to ſpeak on any other ſub- 

ject? I muſt, therefore, tell theſe things by 

word. of mouth, or write them ſome other time. 

The journies which my friends, and indeed 

phyſicians, propoſe. for me, are wat certainly 

bid faireſt for the completion of my cure: yet 

there are many, many things, Which, however 

unfit for the taſſ, I muſt endeavour to adjuſt be- 

fore I can leave home, with any poſſibility of 

enjoyment. Need I mention any other than 

my curſed embarraſſment with D? who, 

during my danger, was induced to ſtop 1 
ings; but is now beginning law afreſh,” and 

| by the removal of tenants from his ſhare of 

bj the Harborough eſtate, has now wriggled him- 

ſelf into poſſeſſion of almbſt one half of mine. 

| However, I am not without Hopes of ſecing all 

terminated in à little time; nor entirely without 

a proſpect of ſeeing you at Clayerton this ſum- 

mer. That you may think: this the more pro- 

ee I am 68522 by two young gentlemen, 

whom 
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whom I very much eſteem, to accompany them 
on a viſit to Mr. Bamfylde in Somerſerſhire. 
Theſe two gentlemen are Mr. Dean and Mr. 
Knight. Perhaps you may have heard of Mr. 
Bamfylde, who is very much at Bath; is there 
row with his lady, or has left the place but 
lately; and whoſe fortune, perſon, figure, and 
accompliſhments, can hardly leave him long un- 
noticed in any place where he reſides. Vet my 
viſit to Eſtercomb muſt be of ſecondary conſe- 
quence to me, whilſt you live by the road - ſide. 
1am much obliged to you for your compliment 
on my Poematia in Dodſley's Miſcellanies; 
which eame very ſeaſonably, conſidering how I 
had been mortiſied by the firſt ſight of what 
was done. To ſpeak the truth, there are many 
things appear there very contrary to my inten- 
tions; but which I am more deſirous may be 
attributed to the unſeaſonableneſs of my fever, 
than to my friend D—'s precipitation. My 
purpoſe was to acknowledge as mine, none of the 
pieces which now follow the longer Ode to Lady 
Luxborough. Her name was actually eraſed; 
as alſo my on at the cloſe of your Fable. The 
verſes by Mrs. Bennet to Mr. Richardſon were 
abſolutely new 40 me; where my name oc- 
curs again. All this is againſt me; as a 
thing in itſelf invidiqus to have one's name re- 
cur ſo often, and as m oꝛon lines contradict the 

merit 
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merit which my friends ſo liberally allow me 
The verſes of mine in the fixth volume (which 
Was printed before the fifth) were printed with- 
out my knowledge ; ; and when I ſent up an im- 


prov ed copy, it arrived Aa good deal .to0 late. | 


As things happen, I am made to own ſeveral 
things of inferior merit to thoſe which Ids not 
own. —All this is againſt me; but my thoughts 
are em from this edition, and wholly fixed 

a future; wherein, I hope, Dodſley will 
be + anda upon to omit ſome things alſo from 
other hands which diſcredit his collection: and, to 
balance all my di iſcomforts on this head, the 
world will know that Iam eſteemed by a per- 
ſon, whom I eſteem ſo much as you. --= know 
not how it happens, but the taſte for humorous 
poetry does not prevail at this time: yet L can- 
not agree with Mr. J. Warton, that it is no 
poetry at all, any more than that a good repre- 
ſentation of Dutch boors is not a picture. His 


brother, the Profeſſor, is to be here with his 
pupil Lord Donnegal, &c. this ſummer Mr. 
Spence and Mr. Dodfley will ſtay a day or two 
here this month in their way to Scotland; and 


Mr. Home, the author of Douglas, &c. alle 


on me, and we ſpent an evening together at 
Admiral Smith's. Thus my ferme ornee pro- 
cures me interviews with perſons whom it might 
otherwiſe be my wi/h, rather than my good 


6 fortune 
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fortune to fe, Would to God, it cons attract 
you, whom I more long to fee than any one! 
and let me tell you, there were conſiderable ad- 
ditions made to it laſt year: Dodſley's preſent 
of Faunus; à new Gothic - building, or rather a 
ſkreen, which coſt ten pounds; and the ruins 
of a Priory, which, however, make a tenant's 
houſe, that pays me tolerable poundage.—I am 
growing a little into your-raſte, why ſhould not 


you advance farther into nine? I mean, Thavea 


love for medals, by means of ſome that -have 
been given me: yet do not think that I ſhall 
ever rival you.—My-obje& is only beauty, and 
I love only thoſe of exquiſite workmanſhip : ſo 
that this is no more a rivalſhip than that of 
two perſons who admire the ſex, but love dif- 


ferent individuals; a rivalſhip, which, I truſt, 
is more likely to cement our friendſhip than diſ- 
unite us; Which it is my conviction and my com 


fort no ſort" of rivalſhip will ever do. I have 
hardly room to expreſs my good wiſhes for long 
health and happineſs to Mrs. Graves and your 


little family, and to ſubſcribe an, 1 dear 
friends 


% 
: 
- 


Your ever affectionate humble ſervant, 


W. SHENSTONE., 
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XI. On the ame. 


_ 


Dear Mr. Graves, ee - July 2: 22, 1158, 
IT gives me great anxiety when I reflect how | 


long I have waited. for the ſatisfaction of a 
line from you. I beg, if you are alive and 


well, you will let me know ſo by the next poſt. 


| Mx. Dodfley and Mr. Spence have been here 


and ſtayed a week with me. The former Was 
in certain hopes of ſeeing you in town; but 


1 do not find that he either ſaw or bart from 


71 n adds 2 my anxiety. | 


1 
1 


IHAVRE ſeek Gow 1 I liked 3 much, upon 
fo little acquaintance, as Mr. Spence ; extreme- 
ly polite, friendly, chearful, and maſter of an 
infinite fund of ſubjects for agreeable converſa- 
tion. Had my affairs permitted me, they had 
certainly drawn me with them into Scotland ; 
whither they are gone, for about a ey ** 


a Journey of Hogan Af "ON A bY 


I BzLIEVE it will give you REV hh to hear that 
my law-ſuit with D— is accommodated, by the 
generous interpoſition of my Lord Stamford; 


concerning whoſe benevolence and magnanimity 
| it 


„ „„ mw qHA 


: LET T-B -& 8: :- g07 
it is impoſſible for me to ſpeak in the terms 
which they deſerve. It is ended, I hope, not 
very diſadvantageou/ly for me; apparently with 
one advantage, of being intirely exculpated in 
the opinion of all mankind. The common me- 
thod (as M. Bruyere obſerves) is to condemn 
both on theſe occaſions.— This ſuits people's in- 
dolence, and fayours their impartiality.— And 
though the equitableneſs of my whole conduct 
in this affair was ſelf-evident to all that were 
near me, yet I found many that were inclined 
to blame us both, and ſome that I could never 
convince till now that the fault was not wholly 
mine. 


Your © Pepper-box and Salt-ſeller” are in 
one of the Chronicles. — They pillage Dod- 
ſley's two laſt volumes of all that is worth per- 
uſal. I ſurely have ſome friend amongſt the 
writers of the Monthly Review; for I have not 
only eſcaped a logging, but am treated wick 
un . F201 | 

I NEVER know how to leave off, when I begin 
writing to you, having always a great deal to fay. 
I only purpoſed you a few lines, to deſire you 
would write directly. Pray make my beſt com- 
pliments to Mrs. Graves, and believe me ever 
yours moſt RG 4 
W. SHENSTONE. 


XCIII. To 


compoſition. Vet I fancied I could obſerve 


"RE 
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XCIH. To the fame, containing an Account of 


* * * W 
Dear ur. Cas: , Row 25, 1 


J HAVE had daily Expedition? of a line from 

you theſe two months ; ; conſcious, however, 
that 1 did not deſerve any; and affording a ma- 
nifeſt inſtance of the infatuations of ſelf-love. 


The laſt letter that I received of yours is dated 
the cloſe of July, ſince which time I have been 
chiefly engaged in my cuſtomary. amuſements ; 


embelliſhing my farm, and receiving the com- 


pany that came to fee it. My principal excur- 
fions. have been to Enville, on Lord Grey's 
birth-day ; to Lord Ward's, upon another invi- 


tation; and to the Worceſter Muſic- meeting. I 
need not mention what an appearance there was 


of company at Worceſter; dazzling enough, 
you may ſuppoſe, to a perſon who, like me, 
has not ſeen a public place theſe ten years. 
Yet I made a ſhift to enjoy the ſplendour, as 

well as the muſic that was prepared for us. 1 
preſume, nothing in the way of harmony can 


poſſibly go further than the Oratorio of The 


Meſſiah. It ſeems the beſt compoſer's belt 


ſome 


A_.ETT ERS. 229; 
ſome parts in it, wherein Handel's judgement 
failed him; where the muſic was not equal, or 
was even oppoſite, to what the words required. 
Very many of the nobleſſe, whom I had ſeen 
at The Leaſowes, were as complaiſant to me 
as poſſible; whereas it was my former fate, in 
public places, to be as little regarded as a jour- 
neyman ſhoe-maker.—There I firſt ſaw our 
preſent Biſhop ; ; alſo our late Bifhop's monu- 
ment, which is fine, —Laſtly, there I firſt ſaw 
my Lady Coventry; to whom, I believe, one muſt 
allow all that the world allows in point of beau- 
ty,—She is certainly the moſt unexceptionable 
figure of a woman I ever ſaw; and made moſt 
of the ladies there ſeem of almoſt another 
ſpecies. On the whole, I was not a little pleaſed 
that I had made this excurſion ; and returned 
with double reliſh. to the enjoyment of my farm. 
It is now high time to take ſome notice of your 
obliging letter. —T think I was not told the pur- 
port of the journey you made to London; ſo can 
only ſay, I am very ſorry for the aggravating: cir- 
cumſtances of your diſappointment ; and hope, 
long before this time, that Mrs. Graves is 
quite recovered. Did 1 forget to make your 
excuſes to Dodſley or no — he was here (as 1 
remember) ſoon after, with Mr. Spence, in 
their way to Scotland. — Mr. Spence, the 
man you would like, and who would like * 
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of all mankind. He took my Elegies into Scots 
land, and ſent them back on his return, with a 


; n W- two of criticiſms, and an handſome let- 
er. How much am I intereſted in the preſer 


vation of his friendſhip !—and yet ſuch is my 
deſtiny (for I can give it no other name), I have 
never wrote to him fence. This impartiality of my 
neglect, you muſt accept yourſelf as ſome apo- 
logy : but to proceed; Mr. Spence choſe himſelf 
an oak here for a ſeat, which I have inſcribed 


to him, | 
' (© 8PgNCE's oAx) 
e EXIMIO. NOS T RO. CRITONI, 
3 © CVI. DICARI. * YELLET. 


© MVSARYM- OMNIVM. ET. ae cH ORS. 


6 CAT. AMICITIA.,” 


* 


I ABSOLUTELY forgot to talk to Dodlley about 
your and Iam vexed; becauſe I could, with 


5 


. a ſafe conſcience, have raiſed his idea of your 


abilities —However, it is not too late, even if 
you care to publiſh it this winter, His play comes 
on (I fancy, this very night) at Covent - garden. 
What he ſays in behalf of this ſtep is, that 
there was no glimpſe of probability, that Gar- 
rick would ever admit it at the other houſe f.— 


* Subintellige SEpEM isTAu (han). 
+ He ſays, the players liked it, and ſeemed inclined wo 
take pains with it. 
N Mrs. 
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Mrs. Bellamy is his Cleone, and IA the 
epilogue, of which more anon, I ſuppoſe he 
acts by Lord Cbeſterfield's o opinion : for I know. 
when he was going to print it (ince he came 
home) with a proper dedication to Mr. Garrick, 
my Lord then prevented him, reling him, it 
would be ated one day or other. Did I ever 
ſend you à copy'or” aft epilogue, with all the 
additions and alterations? Dodſley firſt liked, 
then diſliked i it, and laſtly liked it again; only 
defiring me to ſoften thè ſatire, ſhorten the 
whole (for it was upwards of fixty lines), and 
add a complimentary cloſe to the boxes — All 
this I have endeayoured, and ſent it him laſt 
Monday —Tu; would not care to own it: and 
he would fain have ine; but I think neither of 
us ſhould run the riſque, whete ſo little honour 


is to be acquired ; yet Mr. Melmoth's name 


to the prologue is an  inducement;—1 was very 
neaf ſurprizing you at Claverton this autumn, 
with my friend young Knight, in his way to 
Mr. Bamfyld's 3 but he goes again in ſpring, 
and 1 ſhall certainly accompany. him; 1 have 
beſpoke, - bur "not yet procured any, Portes for 
my chaiſe. It is a neat one, you will find; and 
i have made. two or three excurſions in it.— —1 
ſaw Mr. Patchen's Topographical Letters ſoon 
after they were publiſhed.—If you continue to 
me the honour of a thield in your Gothic 

1 alcove, 
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atlebve, the field ſhould be either © Or, this 
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King - fiſners proper, or, with the addition 


of a chief gules, three trefoils argent no bar, 
cheveron bend, &c. — More of this when 1 
write again. Motto FLVMINA ATE! n 


QVE INGLOKTYS—RVRA MIHI. 


-I canxxor recollect my company of the ſea- 
ſon, to tell it you.—Sir Francis Daſhwood, 


Lord Litchfield, and Mr. Sheldon, were here | 


rogether in the beginning of the autumn; 


and I have ſtrong invitations to viſit them.— 


I have a very. genteel letter from Sir Fran- 


cis, offering me gold-fiſhes; and I haye a 


double inducement to viſit Mr. Sheldon, as he 


lives near Mickleton, and is the moſt agreeable 


man alive. Vour acquaintance Lord W— dined 
and ſpent good part of a day with me.—Under 


a ſort of gloomy appearance, a man of admira- 
ble ſenſe and ſome humour. I put him in mind 


of you, and the remarkable. monument at 
Cambden.—Mr. Thomas Warton was alſo here 
with Lord Donnegal, and has fince ſent me his 


© Inſcriptions,” which are rather too ſimple, 
even for my taſte. Biſhop of Worceſter with 
his family and company—Lord Willoughby— 


Lord Foley —1 mention Lord Foley the rather, 


becauſe I ſhall call on your friend Dr. Charle- 


ton (who was alſo here) to paſs a day or two 


with me at Whitley —1 * pero alſo a day or 
two 
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two at our Biſhop's, whom I met ſince at Enville. 
Theſe two (propoſe what I will befide-) will 
probably be the principal, or only excur- 
ſions that I ſhall make this winter. God ſend ir 
may no more affect my health than it has hi- 
therto done I am at preſent tolerably well, 
and live more temperately than before. Would 

to God you could come over; go with me to 
Dr. Charleton's, and Lord Foley s, and Lord 
Stamford's, and. paſs a week here! 1 would 
meet you with my chaiſe at Worceſter, or even 
farther. I have finiſhed a building oppoſite to 
the new ſtable, which I think you ſaw.—They 
together, give my houſe a degree of ſplendour. 
Did you ſee my priory ?—a tenant's houſe, one 
room whereof is to have Gothic ſhields round 
the cornice I am in ſome doubt whether to | 
make i it an Houſe of Lords or Houſe of Com- 

- mons; if the former, my private friends will 
have ſhields round my Gothic bed- chamber— 
The wretch is curſed that begins a letter with no 
better a pen than I #ni/þ one with. My dear 
friend, write directly a long letter Keep me 
alive in the memory of Mrs. Graves, and be- 
liere me ever yours moſt e eee, 


W. SüEN STONE. 
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X 1 


Dear ; bile Graves, Cheat, 1. 


HERE can be nothing more welcome to 
me than the intelligence which you give 


of your intended viſit at The Leaſowes.— God 


knows how few of theſe interviews may for the 
future be allotted to us; - and I ſhould' be glad 
at leaſt to teſtify the joy which they afford me, 


dy meeting you at Birmingham, or elſewhere 


within one day's Journey for my chaiſe —Pray 
be ſo good-as to give me one more letter before 
you ſet out. Very glad ſhould I be to pay my 

reſpets to your brother at Mickleton, for 
whom I have the trueſt reſpe& ; but dare not give 
encouragement, for fear that aught ſhonld'i inter- 


fere. I have ten thouſand things to ſay to you; 
but will defer them, I think, all. I am poſ- | 


tive your may be made advantageous to 
you by means of Dodfley ; and even reputable, 


if you ſo NET, not Mrs. G— accom- 
pany you? pray convince her of my ſincere re- 


. N ; 


I wanT to congratulate you on your eſcape 


from the ſmall-pox, in a manner different from 


5 | your 


| 
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your ordinary acquaiftance; yer am not able 
to expreſs my ſentimentsgueſs the reſt; know- 
ing, and ſufficiently knowing, that 1 am, with 
conſtancy and ardour, TOW moſt affeftionate 
friend, | Wk, 


W. SHENSTONE. 


Ca 


XCV. To Mr. Jaco. 


| The 1 
Dear Mr. Jago, 1 | Jan. 6, . 


F you knew the maxims on which I conduct 

myſelf, you might call me perhaps unpolite; 
but, I think, by no means unfriendiy; I mean 
with reſpe& to the ordinary congratulations on 
your marriage. Were you and I leſs intimate, 
leſs experienced, and leſs aſſured friends, it 
had been no venial omiſſion to have neglected 
ſuch a ceremony. Perhaps I ſhould not have neg- 
lected it ; but as I have the ſatisfaction of believ- 
ing that you would rejoice in any ſucceſs of mine, 
ſo I hope you would not diſtruſt my ſentiments 
upon any change of your condition which you 
yourſelf eſteemed for the better. I do indeed, 
my worthy friend, wiſh you much joy, both now, 
and at all times; and you will ever diſcern it 


Y 3 in 
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| ſure would withhold no information that tended 


and intend ere long to do. Many reaſons oc. | 
cur why I cannot ſet forward to-morrow morn- 


ſele& a partner whoſe ſociety you could enjoy, 


—— 
- 2 — 8 3 1 
A wy rr _— — 
7 
1 — — —— — . — ä——ᷓ— — 
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in my face, as often as fortune grants us an in. 
terview. Mr. S— is a benevolent man, and I am 


to e our friendſhip on either ſide. 


I HAVE 77 RPG of b on to 2 
bury, whenever I come to Mr. Wren's: as 1 
have long enough made my friend a promiſe; 


ing: are theſe reaſons ſubſtantial, or no other 
than the ſly and ſophiſtical inſinuations of 1 
lence ?—lſurely the former. 


DovsLzr, and indeed Mr, Spence, both 
expect me in town this February,—I fear it will 
not be; but if it ſhould, how readily would I 
give notice, and Wee obliged to you for. your 
n | | 
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Tuo von 1 ſhould have e you would 


yet I was not a little ſatisfied with the hint given 
me in your letter, as well as in one I had before 
received from Mr. S—. It is not for ſuch la- 
dies as you and 1 eſteem, that Mrs. * Bellamy's 
extraordinary lecture was intended; and a. lec- 
ture it would have been with a en had 


£ bee Epilogye 1 to Cleone. 
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not D omitted ſome thirty lines, and ſubſti - 


tuted about twelve or fourteen of his own. 


However, he is now going to print his fourth 
edition of it; in which the original epilogue 
will be reſtored, as well as conſiderable improve- 
ments introduced into his play. He ſold two 
thouſand of his firſt edition, the very-firſt 7 


he publiſhed i it. 


1 


I HAVE ſo much to tell you, and of * varioui 
kinds, that I am afraid to expatiate upon any 
one article. Cannot you make a ſhift to call 
upon me, before my. public life arrives ?—l 
would ſend my chaiſe to meet yu at wy place 
you ſhould appoint. 


I nave paſſed my winter hitherto pretty 
chearfully amongſt my books, in what I call my 
library. It now better deſerves that name, by 
the form I have given it, and the volumes I have 
added, —Mr. S would tell you nne of 


my ot her occupations. 


I coup wiſh that you would favour me with 
a copy of your Eflay on Electricity, and with 
any new copy of verſes of your own, or of 
your friends. Be not apprehenſive: there ſhal] 
nothing appear in print of your compoſition 
ay more, without your explicit conſent. And 
jet I have thoughts of amuſing myſelf with the 

ns bs publication 
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publication of a ſmall Miſcellany from neigh- 
bour Baſkerville's preſs, if I can fave myſelf 
harmleſs as to expence.—T purpoſe it no larger 
than a Lanſdown's,” a ee 5 or a 
68 Pomfret 8 eee Paige” IT Dax 


W e you read my friend Dr, Grainger's | 
Tibullus It affords you an elegant edition of 
a good tranſlation and of the text, He is en- 
gaged in a war with S—, and has juſt ſent me 
his pamphlet; which I could wiſh you to read, 
in order to form a judgement of 8— s charac- 

ter. Spence, I ſee, has advertiſed his Par- 
5 allel betwixt Malliabecqui and his Taylor.” 
It is merely a charitable deſign: and fuch are 
now all ee 8 views, Tg 


* 
9 


| 9 remains . my paper t be em · 
= hv Pi not in mere ceremony, although i in ſome- 
thing that bears the form of it: in my beſt com- 
pliments to Mrs. Jago, and my offer, not indeed 
of a part of the friendſhip which I owe you, 
but rather of an equal quantity: in an aſſur- 
ance of the cordiality with which I ſhall rejoice 
to ſee both her and you; and in confirmation of 
that affection with which J have ever been, and 
am, my good friend, your moſt obedient ſervant, 


W. SHENSTONE, 


xCVl. To 
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Ac. To Mr. nave; on tide nhl 8. 
845 tuations and ee eee * uy 


| een The les ; 
"Tin Mr: Gran! #2 3p 8 18, 1759 


| V will think my gleder long; and 1 

ſhould be ſorry to have you quite regard- 
leſs of it; although, I fear, it muſt be my 
fate to treſpaſs frequently upon your kind ſoli- 
citude—T have no excuſe to make, beſide ſome 
frivolous avocations, and much of that heavi- 
nefs and laſſitude which diſinclines one to write 
letters. — I paſſed the former part of winter 
with more vivacity than I did the latter, or even - 
the incipient ſpring ; owing, poſſibly, to theſe 
cold winds, which will not permit me to uſe my 
wonted exerciſe. You will laugh at the word 
v1vacity, when applied to ſo dull an animal; but 
I ſpeak comparatively of that unmeaning drow- 
ſineſs which is my lot at other times, and Was, 
in ſome . while nl were __ 5 | 


* \ 


Ms. Dodfley tells me, he received a letter 
from you, acquainting him that Cleone would 
be played at Bath: I ſhould be glad to receive 
from you any particulars of its ſucceſs. He is 
publiſhing | an elegant edition of it, which I - 

pe 
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pet by this very poſt. The new plate of my 
grove, which will appear at the end of his Mel- 
pomene, is perhaps liable to ſome exceptions; 
but, by much, the beſt that has yet appeared. 
Do not forget to ſend me your objections to it. 
As te the epilogue, I have totally baniſhed, I 
think, every one of the lines which he fubſti« 

tuted; have left to him the choice of two or 
three readings for the four laſt lines; and though 
none of them quite pleaſe me, yet che epilogue, 
on the whole, diſcovers more of genius, is 
more ſpirited, and leſs inaccurate. I ſhall 
be glad to find that you think the ſame with 
me. 


In regard to your place, fo far as I can form 
an idea of it, I would have you conſult e amuſe- 
ment; I mean, without too much regard to 
what others ſay or think. As to diſtinguiſhing 
your ingenuity (which I unfeignedly deſire you 
may), the preſs affords you more adequate ma- 
terials than either your fortune or, perhaps, 
your place. Do not imagine, however, that I 
mall not be much delighted with every ſtroke 1 
trace of yours at Claverton. My faculties are 
very ſtrongly intuitive in reſpect of every thing 

belonging to you: and I ſhould be aſhamed if 
any nook or angle that you had rounded ; any 
wall that you had ruinated ; any Area that 
7 | you 
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you had diverted ; or any ſingle "OY that you 
had planted ; ſhould elude my diſcovery : yet 
you will ſhine more by means of the rote and 
if I ſaid any thing concerning your „that 
did not encourage you to perfect it, I am fare, I 
muſt. uſe terms very inexpreſſive of my mean- - 
ing. Without any more words, let me intreat 
you to proceed with it; give a full ſcope to your 
imagination ; and if there ſhould be aught one 
would wiſh retrenched, it is mighty eaſily done. 


I favs indeed thoughts (for I never uſe the 
word reſolutions) of publiſhing my Elegies next 
winter—you will gainſay, when I tell you my 
intention of publiſhing alſo my very farm; at 
leaſt, about eight or ten ſcenes taken from it, by 
way of top and tail-pieces for thoſe Elegies.— 
The world will perhaps tax my vanity ; but I 
do not in the leaſt care.—The pleaſure which 
that world giyes me, I am very conſcious, will not 
be too high; and I am determined that the pain it 
may ſeek to give ſhall bear proportion: yet 
ſhould I be ſorry to obtrude ſtuff upon it, ei- 
ther from the"pencil or the pen; and my good 
friend Mr. Dodlley has rA nes me, 
not a little, 


I TELL you, you cannot allow for winter, That 
very (cene r near Priory- gate ſhews not a bit of 
road 
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road in fummer ; though the conſciouſneſs of a 
fifm tail there would add to my own tranquillity 
Mr. Knight has given me Strange's prints, which, 
I hear, are fine. Dodfley gives me ſwans: bur 
for theſe two months paſt [ have been a librarian, ; 
or rather a bookbinder; yet nothing more un- 
feignedly, than yours and Mrs. DOTY" 8 moſt 
affectionate e ſervant, 


W . SRENSTONR. 


* — — — 


XCVII. To the wing, on Fables, Mortoes Urns, | 
ae pn Kc. | 


PHE WO ng LE The Leaſowes, 
* *Dede Mr. Graves, $59; 50 3, 1759. 
EPEND upon it, I ſhall ſee Clayerton 
before winter. The miſchief is, that, with 
as violent a propenſity as ever perſon felt, I ſhall 
not be able to reach your hemiſphere, while 
Mr. Spence, Mr. Dodſley, and Mr. Whitehead 
give it ſuch peculiar luſtre, in my eyes. This I 
did not deſpair of doing at the time Mr. Dodſley 
left me at Birmingham. It turned upon an event, 
which I did not indeed explain to him, the ac- 
commodation of the affair with D— ; which 


concerns near one half of my inte fortune, and 
which, 


— 


2 
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which, if I have any luck on my ae, muſt now 
de perfected within a "fortnight. I was, ſhewn | 

the rough ſketch of our conveyances laſt Saturday. 
Once for all, my indolence is not in fault; my 


health and my worldly embarraſſments have 
often been ſo, and at preſent are. © Pol me 
« miſerum, patrone, YOCArES, | fi Yarn, 9 


Dop SLEY, to give his book eclat, mould dow 
himſelf time to abridge and poliſh. It is not 
enough in my opinion, merely to ſurpaſs L'Eſtrange 
and Croxall. The grand exception to Fables 
conſiſts in giving ſpeech to animals, c. a greater 
violation of truth than appears in any other kind 
of writing! This objection is inſurmountable. 

Their peculiar advantage is to remove the . 
offenſiveneſs of advice; in order to which, one 

ſhould perhaps purſue a medium betwixt the ſuper- 

fluous garniture of La Fontaine, &c. and the naked 
ſimplicity and laconiſm of Phædrus. In reſpe& 
of his own new invented Fables, I wiſh him to 

deviſe uncommon ſubjects, and to inculcate 

refined morals. But pray ſend me your two 
directly, which will anſwer all that I rs in 
Fables. 
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Dip Mr. Dodſley tell you of the ſeat in my 
ſhrubbery which I had taken the freedom to 
inſcribe to you? I could not /atisfy myſelf in an 

inſcription 
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ſion to delay, made uſe of the ſhorteſt that 1 


T7 4 


and, from a kind of ſpleen and aver. 


could deviſe. The ſeat a aac are ps 
The er ok „ . 
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* dec. voc a 


4 WILL not be ſo edel as to a dur the 


much greater compliment you deſign me is more 
offenſive tamy modeſty than it is pleaſing to my 


' friendſhip. I wiſh however it could be a little 


ſhortened. The © inter hortenſis elegantiæ 


* ſtudioſos” ſeems a little too verboſe for inſcrip- 


tion. Beſide, I had rather the compliment were 


not thrown with fo much emphaſis upon any ſkill 


I have in gardening; but in ſome ſort divided 


berwixt that and poetry, if you perceive no __ 


Ws wr ; ſuppoſe, | 


& AMICITIAE: G. s. 
AY „ i 
© NAIADAS PARITER AC MVSAS 
„ EXCOLENDO 
* SIMVL ET VILLAM EIVS ELEGANTISSIMAM - 
«© NOMENQVE SVYM 


© ILLVSTRAVIT.” 


or, - 


ce 


t 


%% ˙ cc 
y UID ONT Ns 18 1 8 2 FE gr) . 


een 359 
% AMICITIAE Ge 8. 
N AID AS PARITER Ac MVSAS 
4 pgLICITER EXCOLENDO, 
e SIMVL ET PATERNA RVRA 
© © NOMENQVE E1VS 
ee x, LVSTRAVIT,: | 
0 Er NOMINt V0 © 
© NON EXIGVVM DECVS | 


— 


we A « 


© AMICITIAE G. 8. 
OO "av. .* 
% BENIGNAS PARITER EXPERTVS EST 
© NAIADAS ET Mvs A8.“ OT 


; n 
EC :ovxIvs. vor 
«© FAVERVNT PARITER NAIADESQVE, &c.” 


8 A motto, 


1 


© (FORTVNATVS ET III E, | DEOS GI NOVIT. 
ce AGRESTES) | 

©® PANAQVE, SILVANVMQVE, SENEM, NYMPHAS- 
* YE SORORES,” VIRG, | 


4 
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« Nluſtrayir” 


Do . . 
__ 
— — py a as — 5 4 — a= 7 
* — 8 
© * 4% 
7 = 
4 * ah 8 
- 2 bb 7 


. 
1. * > Ms 
. ; . 2 
py —— — — 2 — py — . 
* — - Ae $9 oe wr A — N — — 
— _—_— ——— p — — — — - — ————— — l 
PPC 
* 5 8 _— - _ N 
2 Lern 


_ Iltoftravit” ſeems an happy word here, if it do 
nat ſavour too much of nobility : villa, I preſume, 


me, that I had no peace till I had uſed the in- 


Mr. Spence ; to whom you are, in my eſtimation, 
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implies no more than a country -manſion-houſe,— 
But 1 ave. the whole to your en, * 


£7 De 5 8 87 
EN Gen,, 


Now you peat: of our” Arcadias, pray, ad | 
you ever fee a print or drawing of Pouſlin' 3 
Arcadia? The idea of it is ſo very pleaſing to 


ſeriprion on one ſide of Miſs Dolman's urn, 
* Et in Arcadia Ego.“ Mr. Anſon has the two 
| ſhepherds with the monument and inſcription in 
alto relievo at Shugborough. — Mr. Dodfley will 
borrow- me a drawing of it from Mr. Spence. 
See it deſcribed, vol. I. page 53. of the po du 


Bos ue la poeſie et la peinture 


Tana Mr. Dodley, if he be. yet at Bach, chat i 
Mr. Cambridge called and dined with me; an- 
ſwering preciſely to the idea which I had con- 
ceived of him from Mr. Ds actount. I wiſh to 
God he may have brought you acquainted with 


the moſt lie of any one I know. Is Mr. Spence 
yet at Bath? Mr. D— is gone, or going. Either 
he or the former told me that anecdote of Pope 


» on the Prince's aſking Pope, how he could be glad to ſea 
him, when he expreſſed ſo much contempt of Kings, Pope 
anſwered, © Though he did not like old Lyons, he loved the 
r ones before their claws grew.” 2 
a | 


8 * 


3 
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and the Prince of Wales long ago. Pray I] 
Madame De. 'Sevigne' s Letters they have | 


-amuſed me much of late. I hope, wirhin a Poll, 


10 ſend you a neat plan of my farm, &c.; the ſame 


to Mr. Spence by your means, if He be at Bath. 


Dy you hear who'is to be Biſhop of W orceſter ? 5 
Give me the earlieſt. intelligence ou can gather. 
— he late Biſhop viſited me haſt year; and in- 


rended, 1 hear, to have done ſo. this. Lwifh we 


may have another as obliging. and: pglite. a as [ 
Wo... found his late Lordſhip. n : 


I WANT. to incloſe ſome little „ Ke. 


to you, but muſt wait till I can get a frank. 


Write directh, for this once, I beg you, though 
you prove dilatory another time. 
whatever, read Burke (ſecond edit.) “ Of the Su- 


blime and Beautiful; and of all points whatever, f 


Of all. books | 


© believe that” I am, with my beft. good wiſhes to 


Mrs. Graves, dear Sir, ever your moſt ORE: 
and inyariable friend, 


« D1 MEMORIA NvDRIs5) ery os DI rem » . 


How do you: like Xhas motto for an urn? 2 


Mr beſt compliments to Mr. Spence and. Mr. 
Dodlley, if at Bath. I will write ſoon to each of 


W. Suzx5TONs 4. g 


* . 


« WW; 
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them your garden is as pretty as you can 


make it. | 
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ES 2 WANT: no conviction of the " Which ; 
you will receive from the termination of myin- 
Ne 5 q | fernaVlawſuir. It muſt, if Thave any luck, be final- 
= 1 2 ly adjuſted in about nine days time; after having 
3 robbed me of my peace for ſix of the beſt years 
of my life. During the ' former part of life, I 
I | Hlanguiſhed' for an acquaintance ſomewhat more 
cee and when the company that flocked to 
ſee my place removed all grounds of that com- 
8 Plaint, this accurſed diſpute arofe, and mixed 
„nit every enjoyment that was offered me 
x 1-have ſometimes fapng entertainment in balance 
1 1 ing the good anch evil that has been allotted me 
6 in general; and have in the end imagined the.” 
'  _ good prevalent, and that I have great reaſoti o 
: be thankful for more happineſs than I deſerve — 
| Yet are there many awkward circumſtances * 
fo. A the ſeale to fall precipitately ; ; among the 
So de., I place the diſtance to which I ſee you and 
ke or two others removed. This is indeed an 
"Heavy article, and, were it not for leners, would 
be W a 
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= As to Mr. Dodlley's eolleion af Fables, your 
are miſtaken if you think that T peruſed the 
quarto book. I dipped into it here and there, 
and thought there wanted much alteration. 
There was a little book with a paper- cover, on 
which I beſtowed no ſmall pains; and when I ; 
bad ſo done, croſſed the Fables which I thought | 
| might well enough paſs muſter. Addiſon would 
have been the beſt writer of Fables of any 
author I know—the purity of ſtyle the con- 
ciſeneſ the dry humour and the familiar 
manner —As cya s publiſhing this winter, 
he may poſſibly do ſo, without loſs of credit; 
but when one conſiders that they are, or ought 
to be, the ſtandard for years to come, one can 
hardly avoid wiſhing him to give them the 
polilh of another ſummer. ITwas fortunate 
that you pitched upon The Raven and Mag- 
pie to tranſcribe for me; as Mr. Dodfley had 
ſent me The Sun-flower and the Tuberoſe” 
before. I think the laſt ſamewhar inferior, but 
will re-conſider it before I write again. The 
Fable which 1 literally tranſlated from Phædrus 
was The Wolf and the Crane, in order to give 
Dodſley an idea on what Rollin laid the ele! in 
; Fables. 8 


9 As to-the inſcription, I 2 endeavour to 
adjuſt it to your mind Meritiſque reconditi- 
2 2 4 orihus“ 
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4 oribus“ may do, but is not explicit enough. 
1 want fully to expreſs a character that ſttines 
remarkably among ſele& acquaintance, and yet 


(through extreme rang 3 makes Jeſs 27 


we 


1 
” 7 7 8 


Ld n the ſame objection to Burkes 


chapter upon words and yet there ſeems to be 


ſomething right in it. Du Bos (which I have 


only ſeen in French, but which I believe is alſo 


tranſlated) conſiſts of three volumes, 1 2mo. His 
ſubjects are pleaſing, and his knowledge may be 


entertaining; but his genius ſeems not very pro- 
found, from . ue a I have 8 N in 
| 1 | 


7 
\ 


Doviitar'i is preciſely what you ay of him; an 
object of eſteem and love, and in ſome A 
of admiration. His ear does not wholly pleaſe 


me in writing, and yet he is intimately affected 


with muſick Lord L—'s ear is perhaps the re- 
verſe. I mean, he does not much regard muſic, 
yet writes ae ee in rigs proſe. | 


* 1 | if 4 


- 


RoptrTsoN I think to buy Butler alſo, 
though I ſhall not admire him—Lord Clarendon, 
when I am rich—Raſſelas has a few refined ſen- 
timents thinly ſcattered, but is upon the whole 


below Mr. * Did [ tel Jeu I. had a letter 


from 


„ „ 
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from Johnſon, incloſing Vernon's Pariſh-clerk ? | 


Pray take Dodſley's advice in regard to your 
——; and heighten the ridiculouſneſs of your 


heroe, which his kind of lunacy will countenance, 


yet admit him to ſay good things. But do not 
make any alteration in the narrative of your own 
ſtory at leaſt, till I have again peruſed it Do 
not ſpurn this fifty pounds. It will procure you 
numerous conveniences, which you would per - 
W W deny e 


I avg paſſed Gow or tive . bervint this 


week and laſt, at my Lord Ward's at Hinley.— 


This has furniſhed me with franks, beſide the 


conſolation I derive from having paid a viſit of 


this kind. fe is © ſpinis e pluribus ana ſaltem 
« exempta.” The re/traint renders them Spine. 
J hope I may ſay ſo without -umbrage, or giving 
an appearance of diſreſpect. For Mr. W— is 
an agreeable man, and my reception was very 
polite. Et : 8 


I nave three or four more of theſe ſuperb 


viſits to make, and which I may not omit without 


giving real offence. ' To Lord Plymouth, next 


week ; Lord Stamford's, the week after ; then 


to Lord Lyttelton, at our Admirals ; be then 


to Lord Foley, if your friend Dr. Charleton will 
Ws me; then, &c. alas! alas! * Quid me 
— 2 3 © exempra 
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«© exempta juvat ſpina? * muſt eonclude upon 3 
ſeparate paper. That your expeftation-may not 
doceiue you in regard to the plan L promiſed, I 

incloſe a ſurvey of my farm reduced to miniature 
by a neig ghbouring artiſt. Let me know if it 
bring the. place to your memory I think. to 
have a plate (which may be done at Birming - 

ham for fix or eight ſhillings), that ſhall leave me 
no trouble but to tinge. the impreſſions 

colors; in order to give my friends. Ss: * 


you adviſe me to engrave this, or another that is 
: twice as large? J. oy 1 1 "RE. | 


I nave purchafed « Gerd. upon Taſte, ” 
the author of 'which is a Profeſſor at Edinburgh, 
and-the book commended i in the Review—you 

will ſay that the Reviewers are partial to Scotch- 
people—l know nothing of that, but the book 
is learned, and on a pleaſing ſubject— may per. 
haps add a very important one — for ſurely it is 
altogether. unqueſt ionable that taſte naturally | 
leads to virtue. I am however in ſome doubt 
whether it will give you that amuſement which 
Burke's has done.— I muft now take my leave, 
having engagements of a different kind; but not 
till I have deſired my hearty reſpe&s to Mrs. 
Graves, and her acceptance of this Grove and 
te King-fiſher.” I am, dear Mr. Graves, ever and 
molt entirely, your very affectionate, 
W. SBENSTONE, , 

MIX. To 


= 


JJ LOSE DC OO fo: 25 2 EN OS 


P — 85 1 8 9 * ”_ 6 * * T 4 n * * 

A) EL Bate wn dh rg NE . © r * l * 9 * 5 7 * py 7 
Nr 2 ö A * * > pines he, 4 7 — R N 44. +7 
JJC IS 2s Sk ¶ß ; Ok hos. 8 ; - 

* : 6 9 N * n 
＋ * 5 bi 7 N 17 7 . 2 * = * 
7 Aud le x, . Wo 
© * * 0 3 r . 


| 1 r T T E A A. 


NCIX. a To the une, on ** 1 of . | 


: FX | 70 The „ 
| Dear Me. Grave, 8 Nov. 24, 1759. 


Tua I wria to „ en again ſo ſoon, 
yet it really grieves me to hear the com- 
plaint which you ſo often make for want of 
time. I, who have time to ve by luſtres, 
cannot have patience with the world, that ſuf- 
fers you to want the leiſure which you world 
_ employ to ſo much better purpoſes. . Perhaps, 
however, yow are as happy as more leiſure could 
make you; the caſe is not ſo clear, as to leave 
me ſatisfied of the contrary. And yet, as the 
pleaſures of imagination have an undoubted 
claim to a real exiſtence, they muſt ſurely afford 
very lively ſenſations to perſons of your ſenſi- 
bility and refinement. —Be this as it may, I will 
always murmur, that you can fo ill ſpare time 
for literary amutement,— Nevertheleſs, make 
one effort, and finiſh the raſk you have now be- 
fore you. I muſt confeſs, you may naturally 
reply, thatT am now Become an' intereſted per- 
ſon; bur this, I am ſure, will be no check to 


your activity. 


— 


Mx. William Duncombe ſent (with the firſt 


5 why of Horace) one of the ſatires in Mſ. 
1 4 inſcribed 


\ 
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| 2 to me. Upon purchaſing, however, 


the ſecond volume, I find ny name is changed to | 
Hawkeſworth. — Who knows but I loſt this 


compliment by writing to you, my friend, 
while I ſhould have been writing to him ?—if ſo, 
indeed, you ought to make it up to me; and © 
am ſure I ſhall prize your compliment beyond 


that of which: I have been N as tes = 


EL ata 


"Da view. << 3 which you. mention, I ca 
indeed ſeen a long time ago; but ſurely the wa- 
teriſall is quite deteſtable. There is ſomething 


on each ſide, as I remember, that puts one in 


mind of a renne en boiling over beneath 


the pot-lid. The appearance of the houſe 


and the "PI ground is better; this was ad- 
juſted by the painter, the other (as I think Smith 


told me) 0 an old: hou pe nag of Lord 
To boos 


4 HAYE ingloſed another copy of. the "RA to 
Venus, for your emendation.— Thank you for 
the ſtanza you introduced. -I meant, indeed, 
before, to allude to natural beauty more than 
moral; but did not fully enough expreſs myſelf. 
There remains no, tranſition now but from ani: 


mal beauty to inanimate ; which is eaſier. 


| Yau will obſerve, that I take great liber- 
ties with the Fables you aſk me to reviſe. Dod 


7 - 


fley muſt think me very fantaſtical! or worſe, 
while I was correcting thoſe he wrote at The 
Leaſowes.—!I find my ear much more apt to take 
offence than moſt other people's; and, as his is 


far leſs delicate than mine, he muſt of courſe 


believe, in many places, that I altered merely 
for alteration's ſake. I cannot be eaſy without 
ſome certain proportion betwixt one ſentence 
and another; betwixt one member of a ſentence 
and another; without a melody at the cloſe of 


a paragraph mg as N as po «, mag» | 


«E em ne 


85 


| I navy not Written to Dodllcy any 4 let- 
* ſince he arrived at his houſe in London.— 
I muſt now apply myſelf to write half a ſcore Fa- 
bles, and, if he chuſes it, a tranſlation of La Motte's 
Diſcourſe upon the ſubje&.—Your reply in 
regard to the delay of my publication cannot 
be anſwered ; that is certain. 


WearTtFitLD's Journal, I fear, is purged of 
its mot ridiculous paſſages. —Dodfley brought 
one down hither for Mr. Deane to ſhew my 
Lord D—th; but he tells me, there remains 
nothing of chat gro/s abſurdity which I = in 
your brother's at Mickleton. 


Taz painter whom I juſt mentioned to have 
taken ſome portraits through my recommenda- 
7 | "I tion, 
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night- gown agreeable to the attitude marked 


room, offers to give me my picture if I chuſe to 


1 incloſe. What 1 myſelf prefer at preſent is, 


and is eſteemed to /hine among the painters of 
Birmingham. I ſhall be forced to have your 


ture, whenever you demand it; but I would 


with all poſſible Acco, | 


3% MR. SHENSTON E's 
tion, and to have painted a ruin for my green. / 


ſit Were you here to lend me your aſſiſtance, I 


ſhould certain! 5 comply. Mean while, tell me 
what: you think of ſome of the attitudes: that 


ro lefſen my dimenſions (which of itſelf gives a 
kind of beauty), and te appear in a' kind of 


Aa. The man evidently hits off likeneſſes, 
picture copied by him, which, by means of 
dampneſs, flies off the canvas; ſo that, on the 
whole, I ſhall re- pay his compliment. This laſt 
article puts me in mind that I owe you my pic- 
chuſe to defer it till the ſpring, for ſome certain 


reaſons regarding 1 Remember me 
always to good Mrs. —; and believe me yours, 


W. SHENSTONE- 


c. Th 


1 W 
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FERE I to regulate my compliments by 
the arrival of times and ſeaſons, 1 
ſbould congratulate you upon a correſpondence 


date; and is not this an atchievement that de- 


lar deſtruction of fifteen or twenty thouſand 


we find friendſhips : of ſo long a duration, and 
how cheap we find ſuch victories, not only on 
the Pruſſian, but on the AuRtiaut lide. 5 


* 


this autumn, was conſidering this maſſacre rather 


indeed, it does not appear to me that plague, 
earthquake, or famine, are more pernicious to 
the human race, than what the worid- calls 
Heroes; but * of this. | 


Your 


Dear Mr. Graves, Jan. 8, 1760. 


in a philoſophical. than. political view; and, 


EF K Tr ER G. 3% 


which now enters upon its three and twentieth 
year. — Our friendſhip is of ſomething older 


ſerves the honour of a triumph both for you. 
and me too? More, I am ſure, than the regu- 


wretches in the field; conſidering how uncommon. 


Mx. Cambridge (Scriblerus), WL called here 


x 


3 


* 


248: M R. 8 HEN STONE-S 


Your want of leiſure gives me pain; ſurely, 
if I may gueſs: by one or two of your laſt let- 
ters, you have enlarged the number of your 
ſcholars, and extended your domeſtic cares, 


| n what Jour ann 9 : 


' You wy not judge of my painter's abilicics 4 
by the ſmall ſketch I incloſe,—1 deſired him to 
give me a i ght one ; and hare, perhaps, ruined 
even that by endeayouring to bring it nearer to 


what the picture now 7s myſelf. It will give 


you a tolerable idea in moſt points, except the 
Pan, which has his face turned towards the 
front; and is not near ſo conſiderable. I choſe 
to hare this term introduced, not only as he 
carries my favourite reeds, but as he is the 
principal ſylvan deity.— The Water-nymph be- 


low has the word © Stour”. on the mouth of 


her urn; which, in ſome ſort, riſes at The Lea - 
ſowes. On the ſcroll is, © Flumina amem ſyl- 
« vaſque inglorius,” alluding to them both. — 

The Pan, you will perhaps obſerve, hurts the 


 Jimplicity of the picture not much, as we have 


managed him; and the 1 intention. here | is, 1 think, 
a balance. N 5 


2 , 


TugE dog on the other fide 6: my Faithful 
Mis i which you perhaps remember; and who | 


. muſt be nearer the OM than ſhe perhaps __— 
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if we had more room. However I believe, 1 
ſhall cauſe her head to cut off that little cluſter 


of angles, where the baluſtrade j joins the baſe of 
the arch. The baluſtrade is an improvement 


| we made the other day: it is, I think, a great 
one; not only as it gives a ſymmetry or balance 


to the curtain of which you "complained ;. bur as 
it extends the area on which I ſtand, and 
ſhortens, the length of this half-arch. The 
painter objected to a tree; I know not 'why ; 
unleſs that we could introduce no fem without 
encroaching roo much upon the landſcape : but 
the reaſon he gave was, it would be an injury 


to the face. —The conſole is an Apollo's head. 


The impoſt does not go further than. the pi- 


laſter, which ends the corner; and here the 


drawing is erroneous. —We are, I think, to 


have a carpet, though we know not well how 


to manage it. 


* » 
1 ' 


And now, I muſt tell you the dimenſions — 


The figure itſelf is three feet, three inches and 


a half; the whole picture four feet, eleven 
inches, by two feet, three inches and three- 


green; waiſtcoat and breeches, buff. colour; 


ſtockings white, or rather pearl - colour; curtain 


a terra - ſienna, or very rich reddiſh brown. —I 

think the whole will have a good effect; but 

beſeech you to ſend me your WO diretHy. 
N There 


99 
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There are ſome things we can 9 ene 
Are others we muſt not. 8 


; You ſhall have one. of the fs you bi 5 in 
.the ſpring ; but-will you not calculate for ſome 
one place in your room ? The painter takes very 
| ſtrong likenefles ; is young; rather daring than 
delicate in his manner, though he paints well in 
, enamel; good-natured ; ſlovenly; would im- 
Cam: much by ISL Adieu! - 


| £ 8. 


cl. To the ae e on Fable 4 other Article 
9 of Taſte and Literature. 5 a 


1 | ; | The . 
Dear Mr. Graves, Peb. 9, 1760. 


Ee FT COULD not underſtand, by Mr. Dodlley's 
L laſt letter to me, that he had any ſort of in- 
1 tention to publiſh his Fables this winter. Pre- 
ſuming upon this delay, and having neither had 
the leifure nor the frame of mind fit to take his 
preface into conſideration, I have hitherto de- 
ferred to do ſo; and can only ſay in general, that 
I could wiſh you had happened to be more co- | 


pious in your  obſeryations. La Motte's Diſ- 
I courſe 


Sas 
-- 


—— 
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courſe on Fables is a moſt excellent perfor- 
manee; containing, as appears to me, all that 
need be ſaid upon the ſubject, and this expreſſed 
with all imaginable elegance and perſpicuity. 
I believe I ſhall adviſe our friend D— to make 
more ample uſe of this diſſertation. There is 


| a tranſlation of La Motte into proſe, which is 
altogether below contempt ; and yet, for aught 


I know, the only one. The word -naive is 
very probably that for which he has ſubſtituted 


the word lively; though by no means of ſimilar 


import. Natural approaches nearer, it but 
according to La Motte is not preciſe : and, as 
the words Naif and Naivetẽ ſeem of late to be- 


come more in vogue, I will here give you an ex- 


tract of what he fays upon the ſubject: © Je 
« ne ſouhaiterois plus rien a PAuteur de Fables, 
«fi ce n'eſt d'tre fidele au fentiment, & de le 
* peindre toujours avec la Naivet# qui le ca- 
* ractẽriſe; car joſe encore diſtinguer le Na- 
« turel & by Naif. Le Naturel renferme une 
« id&e plus vague, & il eſt oppoſe en general au 
*« Recherche, au Force; an lieu, que le Naif 
« Peſt particulierement au Reflicbi, & n'appar- 
* tient qu*au ſentiment. 


« Ls ſublime, felon cetts idẽe, peut Etre 
* Naif. La Reponſe du vieil Horace à la queſ- 
tion qu on lui fait ſur la conduite de ſon fils; 
2 que 


\ 
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« que vouliez· vous qu'il fit contre trois? Qua 
. mourut. Cette reponſe eſt naive; -parce 
*<.que'c'eſt P expreſſion route nuẽ du Kevin de 
& ce Romain; qui prefere la mort de ſon fils à fa 


<8; honre. Il ne repond pas prẽciſẽment à ce 


% qu'on lui demande; il dit ſeulement ce qu'il 


% ſent. Ce meſt que dans la vers ſuivant que la 


* 1 ſuccede 3 a la Navel. 


4 «Ou qu un beau aeleſpor alors le fecourmt. 


« I] rai henne dans ce vers; ir n'a fait que ſentir- 
dans le premier: „ „ 


3 Tos occaſions du Nai ſont, peut-etre, plus 
« frequentes dans la Fable; & I'floge de La 
Fontaine eſt de n'en avoir gueres manquees ; 
4 dans la Fable du Pot au Lait, le diſcours 


« qu'il prète à ſa Latiere eſt un chef-d'ceyre de 


_« Naivete, d' autant plus ſingulier, que ſous 


«. Papparence du raiſonnement le plus ſuivi, le ſen- 


« timent ſe montre dans toute ſa force; ou pour 


mieux dire, dans toute ſon yoreſſe.” 
N 


AND now, let me know what Engliſh word 
you would employ to interpret Naif. Sentimen- 
tal has ſome pretenſions; but is not wholly 
to one's mind. 


i I BOUGEHT 


b ak 
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1 vou fr AE quarts: 3 a N 
Ek to Which this eſſay is 5 though, 
the vaunted cuts which tempted me 3 ex 
travragance did not anſwer my expedition. 
The author, with much Is, Begs the Duke 
of Orleans to be a of them ; 
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Gi EY. no. day 2h 9 your "ah 


in | all the letters which 1. have received of late. 


Nor even deloying che 
publication of it; a - you pleife, before 
it goes to the preſs; Mi peruſe it once de- 
liberately—What thi 
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rel think you of a ne or reddiſh 


bob for the robe or night-gown, with black 


for the waiſtcoat and breeches, reſerving green 


for the curtain? though green is, with me at 


leaſt, no very gay colour, nor has it that effect 


which you apprehended in the drapery. Terra- 
ſienna is a delightful: colour; fo, I think, is 
Roman ocre burnt. Let me know then, what 
objections you have to the drapery juſt now pro- 
poſed. Let me know alſo any deſign that you 


think moſt pleaſing for a back-ground ; or any 
ſtory of two or three figures, that would be 


ſuitable ſor a relievo. 


From' pictures J proceed to pai 2 I be- 


lieve, Alcock would go and ſettle at Bath, if 
Amos Green could be induced to join him. 
Amos Green is the name of the painter whom 
I recommended to you before my fever. He is 
eſteemed inferior to no one in England for fruir. 
He alſo paints flowers, inſects, and dead-game, 
very well. To this he would adjoin the buſi- 
neſs of water: painting. Alcock would paint 
portraits in oil; and to this he would add ena- 
mel - painting: both of them the beſt-natured 
young fellows in the world. Now ſuppoſe 
them alſo ingenious, and tell me whether they 
would have a chance to thrive, 
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Lou ought to have a very e zmends, 


by: you are to be plagued with writing and with 
muſic - maſters. I believe I rate your time and 


trouble at a much Ker price than * * yo | 


0 b a 12 


Da. Blackſtone hos rajled himſelf - to a very 
eminent figure, indeed, in the world of letters. 
I rejoice at it, without one particle of envy, 


both as he is your friend, and a perſon of merit. 
I believe no one, beſides yourſelf, would have 
- dreamt of your odd analogy betwixt him and 


me.—I know not how they came to inſert that 
inſipid Song of mine in the Chronięle.— What 


ſenſation it cauſed in me, was that of diſappro- 
bation; as it looked like lay ing ſtreſs on what 


one knows to be of no e e 


Tax W 200 bad my picture varies 


from your drawing is in the corner below the 


baſe of the pedeſtal; where an antique vaſe is 
introduced with a flower and two or three 


leaves of the ſcarlet Geranium. The gilt vaſe 


agrees well enough with the gold fringe on the 
edge of the curtain; but the whole is ſo ſub- 
ducd, as not to catch the eye too ſtrongly. It 


was chiefly meant to obviate the diſagreeable- 


neſs of the parallel lines and angles occaſioned 
by the ſtep in that corner; but it crowds that 
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n it 88 more : good ar harm. 


ROY and faithful es 


Do write ſoon, 


e 

The bao 

Ds 8 ee eee 
MUST confeſs that I 5 not an find 
your argument concluſive. —An hurry. of 
buſnels may be neceſſary, and fomewhat incon- 
ſiſtent with frequent correſpondence; but a ſtate 
of leiſure, which I wiſhed you, does not imply a 


courſe of d ation; which makes your preſent 
apology for not writing to me before. And ſo, 


another, I am to be defrauded of a correſpon- 
A a 3 dence 


— 


fide 2 tide if one holy 3 top to bottom; 
and, though a pleaſing object, it is hard to ray | 


Ir is time now to take my "Jeanes with my 
hearty. reſpects to Mrs. Graves, and with the 
uſual aſſurance, that I remain your moſt affec- 


W. SHENSTONE, | 
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degree that is quite eſſential to my well-being, 
Pardon me, if, on ſuch occaſion; you find me 
extremely clear Aghbed in the foibles of my 
friends; and do not ſay with the man in Horace, 
«Cur in amſcorum vitiis &c.* The matter is too 
| inmportunt for me to connive at any fort of ſo- 
=. phiſm. However, to make you eaſy on this 

„ head, I am convinced the letter was owing to 
von; for which 1 will draw my apology neither 
| from bufineſs nor diſſipation : and yet how juſtly 
5 might I palliate my long ſilence upon either 

footing! Since I wrote to you, I have been bu/ied - 
in bringing about a concluſion with D—. The 
letters, journies, &c. previous and poſterior to 
the execution of articles, would afford me noble 
matter for excuſe. The conſtant attendance 
upon workmen (of which I have fourteen or 
' fifteen this very day), making a piece of water 
below my Priory, would produce more on the 
ſcore of di Hation you remember the place.— 
This, at preſent, is my chief employment, al- 
though Alcock is drawing on the fide of my 
table.—I wonder you do not get ſome little 
urns turned, in any ſort of wood, about four- 
teen or fifteen inches high, and painted on the 
fide with figures, in the manner of ſome antique 
baſſo· relieyo. He has done ſomething of this 
ſort for me. You may, if you ſo pleaſe, have 
the ground a dark bronze, and the figures a light 
One: 
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66. 0 of late grown fond of bronze 
(ohich you yourſelf may eaſily execute), and F. 
think it always was your taſte . Dodſley comes 
hither in about a fortnight, and prints one edi - 
tion of his Fables 55 means of Baſkerville's 
preſs and paper.” Mean time, he is to give me 
his picture done by Reynolds; and to fend £ 
me two -bronzed plaſter urns,” of about twelve 
inches, with baſſo-relievo; and two figures 
(ditto) of Homer and Virgil (of about twenty- 
one inches) for two niches i in my library. The 
parcel is to be pieced out with Ogilby's Virgil, 
which I want for the fake of the landſcapes.— 
And now to the particulars of your letter. 


I can readily conceive how much greater 
pleaſure you mult receive from the retinue of 
your journey, than an Archbiſhop can from, all 
his equipage ; and I can truly aſſure you, I 
find a pleaſure in every pleaſure you enjoy. 


Your room, indeed, will be a noble one; 
but be ſure remember the Imploravit opes ho- 
minis, frænumque recepit,” and guard againſt 
= it.—To ſpeak my ſentiments, I think you will, I 
= think with you in regard to Triſtram Shandy.z ſa 
does the author of The Monthly Review, you 
Wil ſee. I bought Webb inſtantly; but haye 
not read it. Lord Lyttelton is allowedly the 

; author of thoſe Dialogues; whoſe, the very 
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| &; Booth. 


WW. There is a noble ſoccimen 7 
oetr tranſlated from the Erſe lan · 
guage I hape bad two copies ſent me from 


Scotland; and, had.I rwa frapks, would ſend NR. 
. * Chryſal, or The Adventures of a Guinea 


(real characters: intended), will amuſe you. Some 
thing eyer-accurs that obſtr ts my travelling at | 
all—and though. long ardently to. viſit you, the 
Lord knows when it will be ; yet be it certainly 
will, when I accompany Mr. Knight to Mr. 
Bamfield's ; where I am preſſingly invited by that 
gentleman and his neighbours, Lady Egmont, 
Sir Charles Tynte, &cc. l have about an hundred 
things more to ſay; which. muſt, defer till 1 
have heard from you.—God , bleſs you and 
Fours. FI Dee. ; 52765 in E ey R 
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cin. Ts ihe: abe, on „ Deal)" $ Fables, and 


ther l e 77 
| 4A 127 7 5 Tie 8 
Dear Mr. Graves, Mar. I, 1761. 


LTHOUGH this-interral 3 in our corre- 
- ſpondence muſt be placed, I fear, to 


| account, you will hardly think it mends the mat - 


ter, 


r A8. ah 


ter, to fl my preſent letter even with heath” | 
grounded apologies—l will only mention a bad 
ſtate of health, which has been my lot this 
winter, as a general excuſe for two or three 
months ſilence; and then declare, as with truth 
I may, that the eſteem and affection which you 
have ſo well deſerved of me have never undet - 
gone the leaſt. diminution or abatement.” It is 
with me a melanchaly taſk, to write letters When 
I am. not well; although it be the time, of all. 
others, when it is maſt neceſſary for me to receive 
them. Our friend Dodſley, I preſume, has ſent 
you a book of his Fables before this time. 
What merit I have there, is in the Eſay; in the 
original Fables, although I can hardly claim a- 
ſingle Fable as my own; and in the Index, 
which I cauſed to be thrown into the form of 
Morals, and which are almoſt wholly mine. I 
wiſh to God it may ſell ; for he has been at great 

' expence about it. The two rivals which he has 
to dread, are, the editions of Richardſon and of 
Croxall, . The Fables in Croxall are tolerably 
written: his refletions, little to the purpoſe; 
either for boys or grown people. —Richardſon's 
Improvement of L'Eftrangg would be a better col- 
lection, both for the Fables and the moral Reflec- 
tions, had he not admitted, through an extrava- 
gant and miſtaken love of drollery, that vulgarity 
of phraſe which in many places is not commoy 
Engl iſh. 


262; MR. SHENS TON E's 


 Enighih./ This, 1 think, a true ſtate of the caſe: 
ſay the beſt you can in behalf of Dodſley.— As 
to his cuts, though to him expenſive, they will 
| 1 fear, meet with much of your appro- 
6n—the ſcale is much too ſmall—and the 
wy able da prints which are larger will ſcarce, 
I fear, be utiderſtood.—_] procured a copy from 
Baſkerville" before the plates were inſerted, and 
have cauſed my painter (Alcock) to ſupply the 
- vacancies with ſome devices of my own—ſome 
account of which J ſend you, as it may amuſe 
you for a minute. I want one or two to com- 
_ pleat my ſcheme, and ſhould be glad if you 
would propoſe ſome in your next letter. —1 return 
you my hearty thanks for the hints you gave for 
the Cambridge verſes; but when I received 
them it was too late, and I myſelf roo much in- 
diſpoſed; either to throw them into proper 
form, or even to anſwer that gentleman's letter; 
which I thought a very genteel one. 1 know 
not what he did on that occaſion, having ſeen 
neither Cambridge nor Oxford verſes—Mr. | 
Dodſley gave me © The Environs of London,” — 
Between friends, I wiſh he may find five thouſand 
readers, whom the management of that work 
pleaſes more than me. .l will try to get you 
ſome of the cuts, if you deſire me to do ſo, 
though it will reflect a kind of tacit diſlike of 
_ whole performance—His brother 1 
this 
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chis winter *© The Works of Soame Jenyns,” in 
three pocket-yolimes ; and a Chineſe novel from 
a ML. trauſlation reviſed, | &c. by a friend of 
mine. You have perhaps heard me ſpeak of 


Mr. Perey he war in treaty with Mr. James 
Dodſley, for the publication of our beſt old 


ballads in three volumes. — He has a large folio 


Mſ. of ballads, which he ſhewed me, and which, 
with his own natural and acquired talents, would 


_ qualify him for the purpoſe, as well as any man 


in England. I propoſed the ſcheme for him 


myſelf, wiſhing to ſee an elegant edition and good 
collection of this kind.— -was alſo to have 


aſſiſted him in ſelecting and rejecting; and in 
fixing upon the beſt readings But my illneſs 
broke off our correſpondence, the beginning of 
winter and I know not what he has done ſince. 
— There is a New Peerage going to be publiſhed 
with, I believe, the draughts of the Peers 
houſes—Lightholer called here, and ſaid he had 
_ Taken Lord Lyttelton's, and Lord Stamford's, for 
' that purpoſe—the latter of which he ſhewed me. 


— Thus have I told you what I hear of new 


publications — as to what paſſes in the buſy world, 
I know no more than the Chronicle informs me 


unleſs when hour letters happen to be rounded 


with little anecdotes from Bath. Have you ſeen 
Baſkerville's new Prayer-books ?—My. Lord 
Dartmouth has undertaken to ara two to the 


King 
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364 M R. SHENS TONE'S 
King and Princeſs.— Do, for charity ſake, make 
me ſome amends for this long chaſm in our cor- 


reſpondence, by a very early and long letter 
L am fiek to hear from you ; being, with ardent 


and ſineere affection, 10 ever — friend 
and ſervant, 2 805 1 


W. Suns ron. 


| 0 « Our lie life is rounded with a fleep.” ” 
SHAKESPEA RE, 


cv. To che ſame, with ſome Political Anecdotes 


e N | The Leaſowes, 
Dear Mr. Graves, | 85 5 | May 2g 1761. 


I WILL, upon your laſt aflurance, take it ever 
1 for granted, that you do not omit writing 
upon any ſcore of ceremony. This will render 
your filence, at leaſt in ſome degree, leſs irkſome 
to me; when I do not think it the effect of my 
own procraſtination.— Mr. Dodſley had ſold two 
rhouſand of his Fables long ago; but complained 
that he ſhould /9/e thirty pounds by my neighbour 
Baſkerville” 8 impreſſion; and that he ſhould not 
de more than ten 2 pounds Sainer upon the whole. 


1 told 


, 
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I told him it was enough, i in books of * fart, if 
the firſt edition paved the way for their future 
eſtabliſhment in ſchools. And ſurely ſo it is: for 
a book of this kind, once eſtabliſhed; becomes an 
abſolute eſtate for many years; and brings in at 
leaſt as certain and as regular returns. I would 
wiſh him to give the polite world one more 
edition from Baſkerville's preſs; admitting. only 
a nero ſett of emblematical top and tail pieces; 

and confining thoſe empty cuts relating to each 
Fable to the cheap edition which he prints at 
London. A ſecond: edition of this latter ſort 
will appear in a little time; and if you have any 

improvements to propole; he will very thank- 
fully receive them. Mr. Spence offers him 
to write the life afreſh; and Spence, Burke, 


Lowth, and Melmoth, adviſe him to diſcard 
Ttalicks. I confeſs he has uſed them to a very 


great exceſs, but yet 1 do not think they ſhoul 
. be PIE OE: ; en 


* 
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4 DID not 19580 a Mr. Dee ſhould 
ever hear of thoſe verſes; and how he came to 
do ſo, is paſt my cojptetiention. He ſeemed to 
me to have deſerted Worfield, without any in- 
tention to return again. I therefore meam to 
inſcribe them under my own Venus, in order to 
afford ſome novelty, at an eaſy rate, to thoſe who 
are curious enough to repeat their viſits here. 
Pray, 


its MR. 8 HENSTO N'E'S 
Pray, if you fee Mr. and Mrs. Davenport, pre · 
ent my beſt reſpects to them; — and as to the 
verſes, 1 will ſend you a copy for them, if you 
Age or adviſe ſo me to do. —Mr. 8 — is agree- 
able, not void of learning, has ſome ſmartneſs, 
but little taſte. Mrs. 8 — has much of the 
latter; and perhaps imagination, which makes 
a part of taſte, may have had no ſmall ſhare in 
converting her to Popery. — Mr. Powys I have 
almoſt forgot. You are ingenious and very 
inventive in regard to the means of giving your- 
ſelf-mortification. I dare to ſay, your new build- 
ing ſuggeſts no ſuch idea as you 'conceive. — 
And I think it ſufficient in a parſonage · houſe, if 
one ſees detached ſpecimens of taſte or elegance, 
vithout TIO" or even VI — 


. * 


1 Bo not find but 4 vou . among the 
gentry near Bath. Dr. Charleton, who was 
here yeſterday with Sir Francis and Mr. Knight, 
gave me an account that the B= of G - had 
been to pay his reſpects to you. I will not enter 
into particulars, but would wiſh you to culti- 
vate his acquaintance.— ſhewed Sir Francis the 
dead colouring of the picture which I intend to 
ſend to you but you muſt know that Alcock 
is the moſt volatile of all creatures that have | 


Not a. By . of f imprafing the picture 
1 meant 


Je 
#*,/ - 
22 — 
1 


French, who might give up the N f. would 
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ras Dodiley, he has made it infinitely 


leſs like, and yet it muſt go to London as'it is, 
for God knows when he can be brought to alter 


I Askzp the Doctor, how Mr. Blackſtone 
came to obtain a ſeat in Parliament; and his an- 
ſwer was, The King inſiſted on it, as he was a 

10 man of learning and ingenuity.” —The enmiry 
xt Lord L—n and Mr. P—, I find, continues 
in its full force; inſomuch that my Lord is to 
have no place while Mr. P— continues in the 
miniſtry. —My Lord B—'s promotion was, it 
ſeems, demanded by the D. of N— and Mr. 
Pp, as they would not be expoſed to bear the 


blame, while he was the chief mover behind the 


curtain. Theſe little particles of ' intelligence 
have, 1 believe, Sir — for their author. — 

I was told by another politician, the ſame day, 
that we were not to expect a peace - that the 


not reſign the Fiſhery. 


| Mx; Koighs, his mother and alter, 8 
Bath to Mr. Bamfylde's in about three weeks, 
if nothing intervene. I am teazed greatly to 
accompany them, — by my own inclination, Lcan 


aſſure you, as well as their importunity. I do 


not ſay I will not, nor muſt Lever promiſe you 
beforehand that I will, I have, good reaſons to 
the 


PP 
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the contrary: They have ſome ade 0 of 
bringing Dr. ee into che r 


Buuazve me erer x youre — Mrs. Graves! . 


„ 3 W. Sars ronz. 


cv. To | fame, on 1 the 1 Publicaion 
77 of his Works. 


” 
ws bf 


The 2 : 
Sept. 145 1761. 


Vent Mr. Graves, 


T OUGHT to have thanked. you many weeks 
ago, for a very long and entertaining letter; 

the length of which „as well as the entertainment, 
was increaſed by a Poſtſcript a few days, after. 


hut as the Winter is with me a dull and uni- 
form ſeaſon, ſo the Summer is à time of uni- 
verſal diſſipation; and very happy do I think 


myſelf, when, after a continual ſucceſſion of 
company, viſits paid, and excurſions taken, I can 
ſit down in peace and quietneſs, to attend to the 
buſineſs of correſpondence and friendſhip. Ei- 
ther reaſon, habit, or complexion tells me, _ 


| 1 am never neee fo peoperl y e 


177 44 


Tux laſt Jardine. I ws was to the concert 


at ee to hear The Meſſiah well per- 
| formed; 


Po o& Pe. tac AD 
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1 to meet a number of. faces one 1 3 


but firſt, and principally, to vit Jour brother, 
without Which motive I bad n not gone. In the 


two former reſpedts, the journey anſwered my 


expettation : — but, alas! your brother was gone - 


into Herefordſhire. I, however, alighted out 


of the chaiſe; and the houſe-keeper very civilly 


2 me his delightful parlour, that looks in- 

to the meadows, the. Prebend's ' gardens, and 
doeh the Severn to ' Malvern-hills. A more 
agreeable rown- houſe cannot poſſibly be found 
any where. But 1 regretted, when 1 reached the 
inn, chat I'had not aſked to ſee his children; for 
T either heard them up-ſtairs, had a 7 of 
them at the window, or fancied, to a degree of 
convition, rhat they 1 were moſt of them within 
tlie houſe. - T) now return to remark upon ſome 
particulars in Jour letter —TI believe it is that 


indifference you complain of, which i is the grand 


detriment to genius in an abranced} part of life. 


1 


In alf poetical + wffatrs, we. arc too 8 to cry out 


with Pallas, Non ot mihi tibia tanti,” And 
this renders all our efforts tame, proſaic, and ju- 
dicious. But chis propenſity, as well as many 


others, we ſhould guard againſt, upon the ap- 


proach of age: change the object of gur muſe- 
ments; cheriſh hopes, well Or ill-groun ed, of 
finding 1 that pleaſure i in the novelty, of objects, 
which we have not found in any individual. 


nn | Theſe 
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Theſe are the means of preſervi ng our vivacity 


a ſomewhat longer time than it naturally laſts; 74 


but how far it is prudent to attach ourſelves to 
the World chat we muſt leave, is a point which 
you better can determine. Refined taſte, as it 
implies a love of ns os has this t. ten- 
| dency. . 


j 4 


t Ft is nothing e can be more rational than 
what you ſay about the expediency of i lofing no 
time, if I mean to collect and publiſh what E 
have written, You are indeed yery partial to 
my abilities; but, allowing for that, what you 
mention coincides with what I have thought my+ 
ſelf, and this for ſome years paſt. A more agree- 


able kind of diſeraction in ſummer, and an in- 


different ſtate of health and ſpirits in winter, 
haye hitherto prevented any progreſs in the cor- 
rection of my pieces. To theſe I might add a 
fuſpence about the compoſitions, ; and the manner, 


proper for publication. T am now moſt inclined 


to make a collection of the whole. I mean, the 


beſt of what are already printed or in. Mſ.; to 


publiſh them by ſubſcription in a large quarts 
fize for the ſake of profit; and to apologize for 
this method, by mentioning the expence of top 
and tail. pieces, with which I mean they ſhall be 
embelliſhed. Some of the/e (by the bye) may be 
taken from my farm, the reſt emblematical, ia 

8 an 
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an eaſy a e but, at the 125 time, 55 
gant manner. I ſhould think the inſtance of 
Mr. Pope might render this method not diſre- 
putable; and it might be advertiſed (as was done 
by Mr. Spence), that, unleſs a certain number 
were ſubſcribed for, the whole affair ſhould be 
no farther proſecuted. This would put it in the 
way of many friends to ſerve me, who (I flatter 
myſelf), with inclination, eſteem themſelves void 
of opportunity... Let me beg you to think ſe- 


riouſly of this, as well as of a general itle-pages | 
before you write again. 


THanx you 1 kindly for all the little diverting 
anecdotes that are contained in your letter. I 
am glad to hear your place brings you company; 
partly, as it tends to amuſe you; and yet more, 
as it tends to make your merit more conſpicuous. 
You and J have led a life of total diſintereſſ- 
ment. Let me adviſe you to ſeek ſome advan- 
tage from your commerce with great men. The 
boy, who was here with you and Mrs. Graves, 
was here laſt Friday evening with a Mr. Jolliſfe 
and his ſon ; the latter of whom obſerved your 
name upon the bench, and ſeemed proud to 
declare that he was once your ſchool-fellow. 
Mr. Stratford (to whom I had written about 
ſome gold-fiſhes) ſays in his anſwer, © I had the 
8 pleaſure from Bath of waiting upon Mr. 
Bb 2 « G—, 


* 
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«(3—; and was as much: ſatisfied with ihe | 
miniature beauties of his place, as with the 
I polite reception 1 met with from the owner.” 
If you have an opportunity, you will oblige me 
by preſenting my compliments to that gentleman. 
I met Dr. Charlton at Worceſter, who ſtands 
high in my eſteem. — The account of Gothic 
architecture, &c. is curious; bur Tihave found 
it in Dr. Warburton's edition of Pope. in- 
cloſe the verſes on the Venus de Medicis. — I 
told you before my dũntentions, &c: concerning 
them; and ſince; Þ hear that they have appeared 
in Tome one of the Magazines through Dod- 
fley's or Percy's means, for T-ſurely. gave a copy 
to nobody beſides — and «thoſe, copies muſt be 
much e e picture ſhall be fent you * | 

miſed to come every week for. hoſes 3 3 
5 paſt. I believe he il come ſoon. I did 
not know of Mr. Warton's compliment; but he 
is very obliging to me on all occaſions, and ſends 
me all that he publiſhes — I have not yet read 
Dr. Robinſon's Hiſtory, to my ſhame be ir 
ſpoken, though I have the honour to know the 
author. —I hope the King will oblige the Iriſh. 
Peers with a place in the proceſſion, as. that 
people ſeems greatly out of temper ; and, I fear, 
not * ſome reaſon. 


* 
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I ay | friend Dodlley bos off his nds 


Aub upon the marriage, in the Chronicle. The | 
Ning ſaugbt a partner, &, and laſt night 


was brought me, from Baſkerville's preſs, on 
the ſame occaſion, very pompoigſiy printed, the 
moſt "On Santee! I ever . e 


; + o 


1 3 na little 1 mewn chown 
my place; have taken aW ay the wall in front, 


and made a handſome ring; have extended my 


path, i in one pieee of ground, greatly for the 


better but the grand water in the _— _ 


£ 


make no . 0 eng: Pas” 


WH ©; | 


Eo 24 dr alſo ated my friend Hull the co- 


median 'in altering the Tragedy of Roſamond ; 

hadi it brought upon the ſtage to a full houſe 
at Birmingham, where it was very well received; 
ppt Hull into a way of making an indirect com- 
pliment to the preſent King in the ten laſt lines 


of his Epilogue, which was followed by * God 


« fave great George,” &c. in a full chorus of 
the audience and actors drawn out abrealt upon 
the ſtage: e a 


1. WET 194 7s . 


Swe this, there * been Ow in my 


hands a large collection of Poetry, by a Miſs 


Wheatly of Walſall: many of the pieces writ- 
Bb * ten 
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ten in an excellent and truly claſſical ſtyle; 


ſimple, ſentimental, harmonious, and more cor- 
rect than I almoſt ever ſaw written by a lady. 


They will be publiſhed, T believe, by ſubſcrip- 


tion, under the patronage of Lord Dartmouth. 


Bor nothing in the poetical way has pleaſed 
me better than a compliment which I received 
about nine days ago by the poſt, under the 
feigned name Cor ſivouldia. — She mult be ſome 
Glouſterſhire lady that has ſeen the place as 
ſhe ralſes up à Fairy in my grove, into whoſe 
mouth ſhe puts the compliment. It ſeems written 
by ſomebody of faſhion by the 2 — Can you 
form any conj jecture? 


Tuxkk was a Mr. Fr reeman of Betſtow (or 
* ſuch name) with two or three ladies in a 
coach and ſix that were here not long before; 


a very genteel and polite young man. 


I REALLY know not how to ſtop, when [ be- 
gin a letter to you; and it is one reaſon why I 
look upon the taſk as too conſiderable to be un- 
dertaken at all times. Pray write ſoon, and be: 
lere me wholly yours and Mrs. Graves's. 


W. SHENSTONE. 
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3 * The Leaſowes, 
Dear Me. Graves, 8 b 7; | May 20, 1762. 


FIND you will not write, unleſs I give a re- 
gular anſwer to your letters; and yet, God 


knows, I have a better excuſe for my delay, 
than I wiſh my friend to have for his punctilio— 


J mean, indiſpoſition. — Whence it has hap- 
pened, I cannot ſay, unleſs I may blame theſe 


continual eaſt winds ; but I have ſuffered more 
from the ſmiles of folks; than I have really 


done from che frowns of winter. 


Havixe premiſcd thus much, I lay your let- 
ter. before me. The ex pence of printing A 
ſheet of thoſe commendatory verſes at a com- 


mon preſs is eighteen ſhillings ; and at Baſker- 


ville's about three pounds, ten ſhillings : nor do 
I mean any decorations, unleſs perhaps © The 
« King-fiſher,” or“ View of my Grove,” which 
you know, I have engraven ready to my hands. 
So you ſee that this offering to vanity is not 
likely to be the moſt expenſive. 


I wisn you had beſtowed ſomewhat more at- 
tention upon 1e title ; in which caſe, I really 
B b 4 believe 
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believe the job had been Executed, long age. 
Pray be ſo kind as to re- conſider it.—As not 


The Garland of Fxiendſhip“ a little 00 
quaint? for that, as. 1 remember, was wllat 1 
propoſed. The motto which you propoſed was 


a very good one; and I think alſo, that the 
addition 'of the next line would be an improxe- 
ment to ĩt; Co et iſti errori, nomen virtus-- poſy- 
c iſſet honeſtum. But I do not love double 
mottocs; ſo, if L admit this; 1 muſt exolude what 
I propoſed ; which, a in this etſy 7 0 
15 pts invention. e 


Tas cuſtom of _— —— worſe 


to colleians:of poetry is no ſcemingly grown 


oblolete. . Beſides, i in my caſe, they would only 
ſhew, that I had taken up more fame than my 
funds would auſwer , I return you many thanks 
for' your poctical benevolence ; but why do you 


mention it under the name "ab Epigram? 1 do 


not even chuſe that it ſhould* 9 che air of 
Anile from the beginning: . 


66 Lo the tall youth, by. 2 FOR 5 1 
6 To affluence born, and from er let free 4, 


| #3; # 4 4, 


. HAVE taken. this. and ſome jr liberties 
with it, and ſhall inſert it among the reſt ; un- 
lets * . to redeem} ity with ſomething? more 

tao 


I. 2 'T Tx E R 8. 75 37% : — 
to. your. Liriefadion 3: fh, to ſpeak with frank- - 
neſs, I think it better calculated, to do me ho- 1 wit 
nour” than yourſelf; though! 1 could eſteem it 

good, if it dame from a perfor whoſe abilities 1 
\ reſpected lefs than yours.” There is 2 fabje& 
here, which I would recommend to vou, if by 
ſo doing I ſhopld la you under no reſtraint. 
It is my principal wit cade. Its à Ne well 
reſęembles the play fulneſs of in Fancy ; ſeipping 
# from fide to fide, Gi a thonſand antic motions, 
5 chat anfwer no other purpoſe than .the mere 
amuſement of the Proprietor. — Other ſimili- 
tudes, &c. Nen here ocgur 


3 A * wy” o 
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* Qui e ratten facites arriſerunt Muſe, 
ll bc. „ 


akon gedient yards RE ng Fe 
rolls and ſlits iron for manufactures of all kinds; FE, | 
. ref ing the graver toils of manhood, either 1 
in acquiring money, or furniſhing the conve- | 
niencics, comforts, or ornaments of life: and, 
in this' manner, it proceeds under the name of 
The Stqur, ſupplying works for caſting, forg - 
ing, and ſhaping iron, for every civil or mili- 
tary purpoſe. Perhaps you may not know 
that my. rills are the principal ſources of this 
river; or that this 'river Topplies mare iron- . | | 
works than almoſt any ſingle river in the king — 14 
dom; for ſo my friend Mr. Knight told m. Wl 
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myſelf ; but my head and ſpirits haye been too 


Tur Mr. . you enquire. © 85 and who 


| - . wrote the beſt addreſs Sir Robert. Walpole ever 


received, is Mr. Dodington.—Did I never ſend 
| you a liſt of all the concealed names in that 
Miſcellany? ?—T began to tranſcribe one from 
my own ſet ; but find one part of my liſt is loſt ; 
I however fend it, and will piece it out when 
I find an opportunity; as I purpoſe alſo to give 
you ſome account of our ſeveral merits in Dod- 
y's Fables. By the way, do not the verſes 
to Dr. Cornwallis (now Biſhop) affect you ſen- 
fibly, vol. VI. p. 158 ?—they do me, whenever 
I read them; and I cannot help applying them 
to myſelf. 1 feel ſomewhat of the ſame ſenſation 
when a read © The Letters of Henry and Fran- 
« ces 3 in which (from ſelf-partiality, no doubt) 
1 find 5 . aro ag like er ee 5 


PAT let me 9545. if you aa of Mr. 
Davenport. —1 with I had learnt to draw well 


m early life. —It would have given me Jams -i*- | 


very great advantages. Let me hear alſo much 
of Mr. Melmoth, who, 1 preſume, has left you 
long before this Ane. I did once deſign to have 
fent you down my propoſals for a ſubſcription, 
and requeſted the favour of you to to ſettle 

them finally, without any further reference to 


bag 
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bad to undertake even a common letter —Whar 
think you of Dr. Lowth's Grammar ?—Livie met 
him at Mr. Dodſley's, and ſays, he is well pleaſed 
with our frontiſpiece, &c. to Horace. Livie 
could not preſent his book to Lord Bute, himſel fs 
on account of my Lord's indiſpoſition. Mr. 
Dalton (Dr. Dalton's brother), who teaches the 
King to draw, preſented it. It ſeems, this Dr. 
Dalton (who gave the drawing of Lord Bute's 
arms) has lodgings in the palace, and ſees the 
King every day. While Livie was with him, 
word came that the King was coming into his 
room; upon which, Livie was ſent ont another 
way. — The King aſked Dalton, whom he had 
with him ?—and was anſwered, an editor of Ho- 
race, who had inſcribed it to Lord Bute, —Dal- 
ton is to ee a copy to the * 


e e to you a ſpecimen of the deco- 
rated parts of Horace, with the frontiſpiece 
The book will be publiſhed in a month's time, 
when I mean you a copy from thoſe that are ale : 
lotted to me. I 


Mr Lord Bute's arms are unexceptionably 
well-finiſned.— The other plates, either through 
negligence, or the wilfulneſs of the deſigner 
and engraver, have given me infinite trouble 
ind W However, vie about {wo-thirds 

"= 
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of - my _ directions obſerved, they will, I hope, 
afford you ſome pleaſure ; and diſcover ſome- 
= what more beauty and ſpirit than one conmonly 
Bags in ſuch deſigns. Send me your mad 


i e. 1 beſeech Powe 
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Nov. 20, I 762, 


ge owe you an e you who 
are embarraſſed with ſuch a' number of 
N momentous concerns, as hardly allow a fair 
trial to letters of mere amuſement? Alas! 1 
1 | cannot ſbelter my long ſilence under a ſuppoſi- 
= . tion of this kind. I believe, I even hope, that you 
have diſapproved my long neglett ; as I can very 
-faithfully aſſure you, I have repeatedly done, 
myſelf. There are certain times and ſeaſons 
when I have not either the power or the will to 
write: as Hannibal ſaid about attacking Rome, 
* quandoque mentem non dari, quandoque por. 
te teſtatem. This being an intellectual kind of /c+ 
thargy,it would have been atleaſt a friendly office, | 


if you had routed me, as you might have done, 17 
Alu- 


3 
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u ſupernumerary letter... 1; never receive lie 


from you, but I feel an almoſt irreſiſtible propen- 


fiy to anſwer it that very inſtant. Impediments 


ſometimes occur; and, that ãnſtant being neglected, 
matter is accumulated for à longer letter than I, 
am always reſolute enough to undertake ;- at; 

the ſame time, I cam: never contem myſelf with: 
urtering one half of what I have to ay. Pray is 


not that good ſort f man, to whom: you allnde; a. 
Mr. K? Let him be: ever ſo: good a- fore.of, 


man in the common, eſtimation, I dare aver? 


him to be neither an ingenious! perſons nor a 


candid critic. - There may be fifty or more pre | 


ferable readings: to what are received in this new 
Horace; yet he will find a better text there, 
pn the hole; than in any one edition before» 
extant. As to the beauty of ipe and preſi uri, 
it. is too obvious to need vindication. The ac- 
curacy of the larter almoſt exceeds what Was 
ever found in any other book. Then as to the. 
Frontiſpiere, it is, 1 thinks much ſuperior to. ſucks, 
as ordinarily occur; the ſubject animated, and 
well - choſen; and. the execution, very commenda- 
ble: at leaſt, if we allow. for the nice touches. 
wich it required, and the uncommon difficulty of. 


getting any . * of this king e to one 's 


direction. Poa | | 8 8 
(os. | | is 


M. Walpole ! is a tively Seeg; WE 


ter; not t always acchrate in his e 
and 
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and much leſs 0 1 in his language: too often 168: 
away, by a deſire of routing prej1 judices and de- 


fſtroying giants. And yet there is no province 
wWuherein he appears to more advantage, in ge- 


neral, than in throwing new light upon Cha- 

racters in Britiſh Hiſtory. I wiſh he would com- 
f poſe a regular work, making this his principal 
point. He has, with great labour, in his Book 
of Painters, recorded matters of little impor- 
tance, relative to people that were of leſs. I 
have a right to be ſevere, for his volumes colt. 
me above thirty ſhillings ; yer, where he drops 
the antiquarian in them, his remarks are ſtriking, 
and worth peruſal.—I have ſent for © Geſner's 
4 Rural Poems,” and intend to ſee © The Death 
« of Abel; though I expect to find\ſmall plea- 
ſure in this poetica proſe, unleſs exquiſitely well- 
tuned. Thank you for the anecdote of Lord 
Courteney : a thouſand ſuch ſort of things, that 
engage the public attention, are never capable 
of Feen che depth of my e | 


Ma. Melmoth you will probably ſee often, as 
he intends to make Bath his place of reſidence. 
The Omphale you ſent me'is a moſt excellent 
figure, and I ſhall wiſh much to get a good caſt 
of it; at leaſt, when I am able to afford it.— 
When I write again, I will give you the beſt. 
account I can of my ſhare in Dodlley's new 

Fables; ; 


1 : 3 it " lt be no gb matter to 
e He Nel of i It, with any e one 0 


| Aup now, 1 chink, I have ſpoke to moſtof "Y 
articles in your laſtfferrer—Mr. Dodlley, who 
ſays he viſited Jon, would acquaint you how we 
divided our time whilſt he was here, into two 
| principal parts, ©* Pun à dormir, l'autre a ne 
« rien faire,” Yet we paid our deyoirs to a 
good deal of genteel company; of. which this 
ſeafon has afforded me at eat an equal ſhare 
With any that went before. I will particularize 
a few; opening the liſt with no leſs perſonages 
than the Duke and Dutcheſs of Richmond—Mr. 
Walſh, Member for Worceſter—Earl of Bath 
with Dr. Monſon, Mrs. Montague (who wrote 
the three laſt Dialogues printed with Lord Lyttel- 
ton's), and other company, from Hagley—Sir _ 
Richard Aſhley—Mr. Mordaunt—Dr. Charlton 
with Mr. Knight—Earl and Counteſs of North- _ 
ampton—Mr. Amyand—Eord Plymouth and 
Sir Harry Parker—Mr. and Mrs. Morrice of 
Perceſield Lord Mansfield with Mr. Baron 
Smythe, Lord Dartmouth and Mr. Talbot— 
Marquis of "Taviſtock and Earl of Offory—your 
nephew Mr. Graves, with Mr. Hopton and 
one of the fenjor Proctors of Oxford Lord and 
Lady Dacre Baron Pleſſen, Gentleman of the 
Bedchamber to the King of Denmark, with Mr. 
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ee, his 8 and Lady Vernon of ; 
_ Sudbury, with his children, Sir Charles and 
Lady Tynte, and Mr. Garrick's brother Mr. 
and Mrs. Melmorh—Gdlonel  James—Lady 
Ward and pt, Vill, with Miſs Wrotteſſey, 

Miſs Pigott, &c.—1 Lyttelton, Mr. L. vel. 
ton, and Mr. Ruſt—Lord and Lady e - 
with Lord and Lady Willoughby de Broke— 

. Anſon of, -Shuckburgh with Mr. Stuart the 
painter and-publiſher of © Athenian Ruins“ 
Mr. Pepys and Sir W. Wheeler's ſor, Mr. Pitt's 

nephew, &c.—Colonel Bamfylde with Mr. 
FEnighe's Family, Kc. &c. I did not imagine my 
Ait: would! have engroſſed ſo much of my paper, 


5 and baye fo little room to ſpeak about the indi- 


 viduaks—bLord M— appeared tor me rather a 
unn of. wit than a man of taſte; Baron Smythe, 
_ the reverſe—Mr.. and Mrs. Morrice, extremely - 
polite and agrecable people; invited me preſhing- 
Iy to their habitation; I could not help reſlecting 
on the ſingular happineſs of Mr. Morrice, to be 
poſſeſſed at once of a large fortune, one of the 
fineſt, ſituations in England, and a wife whoſe 
taſte for rural improvements appears even ſupe - 
rior to his Own. at leaſt, if che be-uty..of- her 
| perſon d did' not impoſe upon my judgement. - There 
are many others whom I would diſtinguiſh, if 


1 myrtime or paper would permit.—1 ſuppoſe that | 


you and Mr. ny” would be * unani- 
mous 


* 
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mous m regard to the propriety of ſetting my 
ſubſcription on foot—I do not diſpute any of 
your arguments they rally exactly with my o.＋] rJf 
opinion; at leaſt, allowing for the higher es” 
you have of my pieces than they deſerve—=the 
truth is, that I have deferred the publication too 
long already —till many of the compoſitions will: 
not appear to the ſame advantage as before: and 
till I have not half the power that I had formerly, 
ro improve tliem. When I am low-ſpirited, I 
almoſt ſhudder at this tremendous contract witli 
the publick; when my ſpirits are elevated, I ſee. 
the neceſſity that you do, of not loſing a moment's 
time - were you here a week, you would put the 
matter upon a footing that was unalterable— 
would to God you were here, or any one lile 
pou! however, it is probable you will /ooz hear 
1 from me again upon this very ſubject I now 
this, that, F I print at all, the ſubſcription is by 
no means.to be neglected this preſent winter. - 
I have ſeen our friend Dr. Charlton many 
times this ſeaſon; at The Leaſowes; at Mr. 
Knight's ; at his own houſe; and at my Lord 
Foley's. This viſit to my Lord Foley” s was per- 
formed about three weeks ago. I went with 
young Knight; and the company of the Doctor 
and Sir Francis Charleton took off all reſtraint, 
and made the viſit perfectly agreeable. My 
: Lord's behaviour was entirely free and hoſpita- 
5 28 | oe ble; 
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dle and his converſation lively and entertain- | 

! muſt confeſs, far beyond the idea which 
I have been taught to conceive of him. — His 
 rable, the moſt magnificent, I believe, of any 
Nobleman's for thirty miles round—His park, 
and Woobery-hill adjacent, afford views that 
are either extenſive, wild, beautiful, or grand. 
The portico before his ledge deſerves particular 


* notice—his houſe large, and commodious, and 


well furniſhed ; but ſcarce any of the rooms high 
enough to ſtand the teſt of modern criticiſm. 
But what ſtrikes more than all the reſt, is the. 
magnificence of his Chapel—which however I 
eannot ſtay to defcribe ; for I, this very moment, 


receive your letter. After having written ſo 


much before, I can only touch upon ſome few 
particulars.—T believe, my ſcheme of publication 


will proceed in a little time, and that you will 


ſoon hear from me again.—If you can poſſibly 
excuſe me to Mr. Davenport, and keep me well 
with him for a week or fortnight, 1 will not fail 


to write him a reſpectful letter. am truly 
uſtamed of my neglect; but have written more 
letters within this week than I have done for 2 
quarter of a year before.—That there is a'fac- 


tion forming againſt Lord B—,Freadify believe.— 
The war may ſuit the mercantile world; and the 
City- of London has generally the art to repreſent 


che landed and trading intereſt: as preciſely the 


* 
* 


LET TEA 
ſame thing But! think there is a very material 


difference; which it would be no way difficult to 
demonſtrate— at leaſt I am one that cry our, 


; 9 N ulla ſalus bello; pacein te . poſcimus omiies 

g Tam quite unacquainted with the affair relating 

0 to Colonel Wilkes and Lord Bute” s ſon. And 

2 now (though I mean to write again ſoon) I will 

3 releaſe you from this unpleaſing ſcrawl.— I beg 

I however that you would not fail ro, write to me 

7 directly, if you can find leiſure ; being quite 

a impatient to converſe with you, after. ſuch a 

1 chaſm in our correſpondence; and being, with _ 
5 unvariable affection, my dear friend, for ever 
2 yours 77 my beſt reſpecds to Mrs. Graves. 

: 4 | ; W. SHENSTONE. 


r 


My friend Dr. Grainger has written a Poem, 


in blank verſe, which he calls“ The S8 2 


« Cane.” At is divided into four books and 
is capable of being rendered a good Poem. My 
friend Jago has written another Poem, in blank 
verſe alſo, which he calls Edge-hill.”—Ir is 
deſcriptive chiefly of the proſpect but admits an 
account of the fight there, and many little tales 
and epiſodes; with compliments alſo to the 


gentry of Warwickſhire —It lies now upon my 
table. 


\ 
* 


ce. vile 
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''THOUS AND: chats to you for the 
4X very obliging and humorous Poem which 
you are fo kind to ſend me. I really think it 
very ingenious, and, upon the whole, extremely 
correct; although I have taken the liberty of 
propoſing one or two hints for farther improve- 


ment. The relation that it bears to me and my 
Place may tend to prejudice my ſudgement; but 


I cannot conceive that it requires aught befide 
impartiality, to reliſh the beauties of this Poem. 
I beg I may receive a fair copy in your own 
hand, as ſoon as poſſible; and J will conſider, in 
the mean time, how to ſhew it to the publick in 


the moſt advantageous manner. It certainly 
does me Honour: as things are at preſent circum- 


{tanced, it may tend to do me good; which I am 
very ſure you would be glad to ſee. I ama 
little aſhamed to be ſo much behind-hand with 


you, in favours of 7his and other kinds: but I 


live in hopes there may come a day, when T ſhall 
find occaſion to expreſs my gratitude, T he 
pictures you ſent arrived ſafe on Thurſday ; j 
and have been ſince cleaned, and put up in their 


places. I cannot enter upon this ſubject now; 
finding 
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finding i it almoſt fix o'clock at night, wid having 
juſt received a letter from Mr. Dodſley, which 
he requires me to anſwer by return of poſt. It. 
relates to the /cheme mentioned in his laſt, which 
is intended for my emolument ; but which I muſt 
not expect to ſucceed, without conſiderable mor- 
tification. This inter nos.—You; muſt; by no 
means lay aſide the thoughts of perfecting Hadge- 
Hill, at your leiſure. It is poſſible thar, in order 
to keep clear of flattery, I have ſaid leſs 1 in its 
favourthanlI really og but Inever conſidered 
it otherwiſe than as a Poem which-i it was very 
adviſeable for you to compleat, and #n/h. . I am 
now to deſire my beſt reſpects to Mrs. . Jago, * 
to bid Were en adieu. 103 


„ «4 ” 4 
af IE { a * ; p: 2 i.. 1 
5 p « 7 3 Jt S4s 


„Tu comes amique! tu | primis Inna, ab 

| 66 annis 83 F. 
5 al AM, my . friend, ever yours, with the 
rrueſ _ | 


6 Dec. 18, we. WV. SHENSTONE.« 
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cx, To SuranINGTON 3 2 


Y 


Dear Sir, 5 Jan, 4, 1763. 


R. G— lo me, that you aye done me 
1V & the honour to lay ſome ſtreſs upon re- 


ceiving a letter from me. Alas} it muſt be 
owing purely to your benevolence, which makes 


you with to hear of an abſent friend, and not 
to any expectations you can reaſonably form of 


entertainment from his pen. The long letter 


with which you favoured me was fo very lively 
as well as ingenious, that J deſpaired of draw- 
ing from my fountains the vivacity you do from. 
the Bath waters. But, be this as it will, the 
vein of friendſhip that runs through your letter 
demands my ampleſt acknowledgements; and if 
you will accept of /uch returns, I promiſe they 
will be as ney as FO” are inf; pid. 


I AGREE Sith": you, that the firſt fallies of 
imagination will generally proye the moſt 


ſprightly ; and that they will often comprehend 
the principal features of a ſubjeRt. They are 


of the nature of dead-colouring in a portrait; 


which one ſometimes thinks more ſpirited than 
che ſame performance when finiſhed. And yet 


a good. 


The 1 | 


. 


LE T TE „„ 
2 gvod painter will not Hurt a portrait by the 
ſubſequent labour he beſtows upon it, nor will 


a good writer injure his piece by the pains he 


takes to round and perfect ir. It muſt be ſome 
defect in the taſte of either that makes his dili- 
gence detrimental, or gives occaſion for a 
ſtander· by to cry out, Manum de tabula. I 


believe it will appear upon examination, that 


works which coſt moſt labour have generally 
been thought the eafre/t and pleaſed the longeſt. 


One cannot, however, deny that there is a ſort 


of perſons formed by nature for ſhooting- flying 
(which, by the way, I could never do), and that 


their ſallies of imagination are what they can 


hardly improve by any future pains. Theſe 
may be called men of wit and fire, but it is the 
union of taſte with theſe that conſtitutes fine 
writing. True taſte will never ſtiffen or over- 
charge any performance: it will rather be em- 
ployed to ſmooth, ſimplify, and give that eaſe 


on which grace depends. One can as little deny 


that there are kinds of writing which have a 
better chance than others to ſucceed without 


much labour, which ſtart forth mature at fr, 


as Pallas did from the brain of Jupiter. Works 
of humour are often of this ſort; and there 
are many inſtances in Butler's Hudibras. Vet l 
think the humour of Swift was greatly owing to 
a judicious reviſal. Pardon me, my dear friend, 
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for this. tedious. diſcuſſion, Which yon little 
thought of bringing upon yourſelf by the 
obliging- hint you gave concerning thoſe verſes 
2 ion Venus. I. do acknowledge that an addi- 
tional ſtanza there, containing a reflexion, on 
hine; e — 2 were better laid aſide. We 
ſeemed. ro me, one of the_* {plendida. peccata,” | 
that might, be.a Jiule, popular, at this tine; and 
has, therefore, for. this ſeaſon, appeared on; a 

oard by the fide of the Venus, We, who cave 
not ered frelb temples, or even add a nem gar; 
den-ſeat eyery ſpring, are obliged to make the 
molt - we can of .a new. and. tolerable cop F 
verſes, that, colts, us. thought inſtead of money; 
and even at a pinch to piece gut, A dull ſcenę f 
with duller poexry : hop elſe, could Ikeep my 
place i in countenance, ſo near the pompous piles 
of. Hagley ? And vet there are e 
viſtants that Go f not thew, an Meckion for the 
little Amoret,. as 8 As they admire the 
ſtately Sachakilt n pl lerumque, grate, divili- 
er hug vices.” 4 have often conſidered why thoſe 
poſſeſſed of palaces yet eſteem a root-houſe or a 
cottage as a deſireable object in their gardens.— 
Is it not from having experienced the imperfec- 


tion of happineſs in higher life, that they are 
led to concerve tt more compleat beneath a roof 
of ſtraw ; where, perhaps, it may really be as 


ee as in the Apartments of a King or a 
Miniſter? 
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Miniſtest—A thouſand thanks to you and Mrs. 
Davenport for the accommodations you ſo kind» 
ly offer me. Experience will no more ſuffer me 
to queſtion the cordiuluy than the politeneſs of 
your reception. What an amuſing picture have 


you given of Bath ! pleaſures carried to the 


_ utmoſt height, and opiates. ready when one is 


cloyed with pleaſures! And yet, let me confeſs a 
truth, you have lightly rouched upon thoſe very 
articles, which would prove to me the moſt 
ſpecifically pleaſing. For can any temptation be 
ſtronger, than to fay that you reſide there? 
and does not my friend G— reſide at Clayerton, 
of whoſe genius and friendſhip I have had 


_ Proofs: theſe twenty years paſt? and have you 


not Mr. Webb, and now' Mr. Melmoth, to make 


Bath enviable for the reſidence of literature? 
what a joy would it afford me to go on a party 


with you'to Percefield, whither Mr. and Mrs. 
Morrice gave me the moſt preſſing invitations ! 
—Thefe ſurely are pleaſures of which — I Lage 
one e day to partake, 


* 


— 


Mv health, a bad in winter and Fring, 
has hitherto been tolerable. The influenza of 


laſt ſpring continued to depreſs me half the ſum- 
mer. Would you think the verſes I incloſed 
were written on that occaſion by a young jour- 


neyman ſhoe- maker; and one thar lives at the 


5 village 


——— 
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village of Rowley, near me? He conſidered my 
diſorder in ſomewhat too grave a light, as I did 
not think my life endangered by it; but, allow- 
ing for this, and the partiality he ſhews me, you 

will think the lines pretty extraordinary for one of 
his occupation. They are not, however, the only, 

or, perhaps, the chief ſpecimens of his genius; 

and yet, before he came to me, his principal 

| knowledge was drawn from Magazines. For 
theſe two or three years paſt, J have lent him 
Claſſics, and other books in Engliſh. You ſee, 
to him, I am a great Mæcenas; although you 
and my friend expect me to become an author by 
ſubſcription. — On this head I will ſay no more 
at preſent, than that I am infinitely obliged by 
your extreme friendly offers. My friend G—, 
who knows my ſentiments, has ſometimes the 
honour of waiting oh you; I ought not, there- 
fore, after this tedious epiſtle, to begin to trouble 

- you with a written explanation of them. Be- 

lieve me, dear Sir, with my moſt. reſpectful 
compliments to Mrs. Davenport, 


Your ever obliged | 
. moſt obedient ſervant, 7” Ip 
W. SRENSTONE. 


* - 


Ir ſend you cans dies of Woodhouſe's 
verſes, when I can get bim to-tranſcribe them. 


cx. Ta 


FF 


CX. To Mr. loo. 


| The ee 
Dear Mr. Jago, Jan. 4, 176g. 


Y laſt letter muſt hw been confuſed, and 


N che arrival of it, I fear, uncertain. 


Taz hare and birds i in one of the pictures 
which you ſent me, I think, are well. The 
other parts of jt indifferent. The greyhound 

worſt of all, The portrait is by no means 
equal to its companion, either in beauty of the 


perſon, or ſxill of the painter; yet it matches 


ſo well with the other, that I find my parlour 
very much embelliſhed by it. Pardon the free- 


dom with which I criticiſe your preſent ; and 


accept once more wy very nnn acknow- 
led 0 | : 


I AM truly glad to find fo worthy a Nobleman, 
and ſo warm a friend of yours, as my Lord 
Willaughby i is, made a Lord of the e 
per, 


| Inavs heard king ſince I wrote laſt is re- 
gard to my affair; though I expect to do ſo 
eyery day. I have ſuch a tribe of humours 
| = pecularines, that it is eaſier to make me 
rich 
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rich than to, make me happy; and ten to one 
that the favour will not be conferred wirhour 


diſguſting ſome of theſe | ſaid - . Kc. 


However, one muſt make the beſt of it; and 


reflect, that mortiſitations in one ts . 


e mortifications in another. 


+ f "of PF; 


y WS! & 13 it TW 


wheré I may probably ſtay till Saturday, I haye 
| wiſhed moſt heartily for a copy of, your 


"35 5% 


improvements, and let me have a copy. ſoon 
you can. I wrote my criticiſm over twice, and 
know not whether I ſent the beſt or the worſt 
copy; fo 1 fend the other, though perhaps 

much the fame. I forgot to particulariz: many 
ſhining parts in your little Fable, that are either 
elegant or humourous: of the former ſort, no- 
thing could be happier than what you ſay about 
H—; as it touches, in the gentle manner, 


on a paſſible truth, which, if expreſſed rather 


than implied, might not be altogether inoffen- 
| five. This beauty is produced by ſubſtituting 


H— inſtead of L—, the place. inſtead of, the 


| en e 


1 


IHavz lately W « The Death of Abel. — 
5 It is not void of merit; ; but might have been 


made 


5 


1 to-morrow, by appointment, to Falle; 3 


r Fable 

to take with me; but Dodſley has not yet re- 
turned that I ſent him. Pray conſider my 
propoſed alterations rather as hints than real 


— 
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made much more pathetic ys a more Cote _ | 


proſaic ſtyle. 1 | Ns . n 
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Iost my beſt bed to Mrs Jago add 


1 family. May not I ſee you here this 
Chriſtmas? as I wiſn to do, becauſe it is the 


ſeaſon preſent; and not that I am not at all 


6 times and at all ſeaſons moſt unfeignedly glad to 


wait. upon you, and "moſt e e 1 l 
ever faithfu ſervant: 5 


DIN en n Wal 11158 2 Hts. 


0 Tecum etenim SE memini Gn ſales 


Et tecum primas epulis decerpere noctes. 


Unum opus, Ne. requiem pariter diſponinus 
1 FOLLY ambo, &cc.“ I Tis STONY - 4 


Hom 91 691 1 296f3sdy 


7 8 kind eee 1 my: in — Lage. 
og you FR oration into my head. 
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cxl. To the fame; 
My 5 friend, is 2 Jah. 11, 1763. 


] $M ſuſpicious that my 1 (of which * 


ave ſent two) do not reach you by the way 


of Warwick. This is meant as an experiment 


whether 
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| whether, they will arrive by way of Southand: 


\ Ir is meant withall to remind you of per fecting 


your little Fable, and diſpatching it to me as 
ſoon as may be. I would fain tranſmit a copy 
to Lord S—'s,. before the family ſeparates, | 
or leaves Enville ; by whom, Iam — it would 
be admired. „„ 


1 Ax juſt returned from a viſit which I ade 20 


there, of four or five days paſſed very happily. 
At coming away, I ſhewed my Lord two or. three 
of Mr. D—s laſt letters, which laid open to 
him the ſcheme that was carrying on for me. 
I requeſted alſo, if there ſhould be occaſion 
(which there poſſibly might not), that he would 
allow me the honour of being known to him. 
He ſaid, he was glad to find what was going 
&« forward; and had long wiſhed to ſee ſome- 
ce thing of that ſort begun before: that he 
« ſhould be in town, I think, in February; 
« and would do me any fervice in his power. 
He deſired me alſo to acquaint Mr. D— (in 


„ (alluſion to the latter's uncertainty about my 


“Lord's political connexions) that he thought it 


“ the duty of every honeſt man to ſupport the 
Ir preſent Government; and that he ſhould con- 


cc tinue his regard for the Miniſter ſo long as he 


« ſaw nothing in his meaſures that was preju- 
6 « dicial to his YN. os 
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8 that you will take a friendly part in 
any good that may befall me. Pray write, 2 
it ever ſocarelefsly; and believe me ever yours 

2 and Mrs, Jago' s moſt * and faithful 


W. 8. 


The writer ſurvived the date of this letter but 

3 10 4 ſhort time, his death happening on the eleventh 

of the following month, to the inexpreſlible grief 

of his more intimate friends, and the generous [ 
concern of thoſe, who, too late acquainted with his 

© merit, were indulging themſelves in the pleafing 
thought of having provided for his future _ and 
5 tranquil enjoyment of life.” 


THE END, 


©" 
* 


— 
n 


r 


3 


— 


4. for goodneſs read oddnefs - 
8. for that read what | 
7. for there read then 

10. for poem read paper 


2. for when read where 


16. adele the fecond of 
19. fr. + » read Fame 
4. for obliged read not obliged 
20. for dextrous read defirous 
2. for will riſque-read will not riſque 
15. for have read leave 
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